
   
 
MEDIA RELEASE    
For immediate release 
 

CONTACT:  Delle Willett, Director of Marketing 
619.255.0244, dwillett@sdnhm.org  
OR 
Hallie Shere, Marketing Specialist  
619.255.0189, hshere@sdnhm.org   

 
Climate Change Lecture Series Brings Experts to San Diego 
San Diego Natural History Museum Hosts Second Free Lecture Series 

 
San Diego; January 22, 2008Ñ Following the success of last spring’s popular lecture series on 
climate change, the San Diego Natural History Museum is hosting a series of lectures devoted to 
what may be the most important issue of our times. Global Climate Change: Species and Places 
will continue through May 2008 and features experts who will report on the effects of climate 
change on various wildlife species and habitats here in southern California and around the world. 
All lectures are free, begin at 6:30, and are attendees are seated first-come, first served.  
 
Says Jim Stone, Vice President of Public Programs, “The debate on climate change has shifted from 
‘if’ to ‘how much?’ And, the degree of climate change will have profound impacts on habitats and 
species around the world as well as here in the San Diego region.” This free lecture series is another 
great opportunity for the public to learn firsthand, from scientists doing the research, how animals 
are faring with a warming planet. The lectures will also have a focus on local habitats to tell San 
Diegans what’s happening right in their own backyards, he added. 
 
In the fall of 2006, the Museum hosted its first climate change series, Global Climate Change: 
Perspectives and Solutions. The series was an incredible success, with over 2800 attendees to the 
six lectures. In addition, the lecture series won 1st place in San Diego’s Climate Champions Awards.  
 
Celebrating its 133rd year, the San Diego Natural History Museum is the second oldest scientific 
institution in California, third west of the Mississippi. Its mission is to interpret the natural world 
through research, education, and exhibits; to promote understanding of the evolution and diversity 
of southern California and the peninsula of Baja California and to inspire in all a respect for nature 
and the environment. Located in Balboa Park, the Museum is open daily except for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. Phone: 619.232.3821. Website: www.sdnhm.org.  
 

Lecture series schedule on following page.  
More information available at www.sdnhm.org/climate.  
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Global Climate Change: Species and Places 
All lectures are held from 6:30–8 PM at the San Diego Natural History Museum.  

Lectures are free and open to the public. Please arrive early to obtain seating. 
 
Wednesday, February 20; 6:30–8 PM 
Climate Change and the World’s Oceans 
Jane Lubchenco, Ph.D., Oregon State University  
 
Wednesday, March 19; 6:30–8 PM 
Emperor Penguins and Warming Trends in Antarctica 
Jerry Kooyman, Ph.D., Scripps Institute of Oceanography (University of California, San Diego) 
 
Wednesday, April 23; 6:30–8 PM 
Polar Bears, Seals, and Climate in Hudson Bay and the High Arctic 
Ian Stirling, Ph.D., University of Alberta, Canada 
 
Wednesday, May 14; 6:30–8:00 PM 
Wildlife Responses to Climate Change 
Terry Root, Ph.D., Stanford University 
 
 
In addition, the Museum is hosting a second free lecture series taking place this spring at the San 
Diego Natural History Museum. Evolution Matters: The Diversity of Development is presented by 
the University of California, San Diego and is a continuation of the popular Grey Matters lecture 
series.  
 

Evolution Matters: The Diversity of Development 
All lectures are held from 6:30–8 PM at the San Diego Natural History Museum.  

Lectures are free and open to the public. Please arrive early to obtain seating. 
 

Exciting new developments have led to dramatic advancements in the brain and cognitive sciences. 
Join San Diego’s leading neuroscientists as they explore the human brain. The lectures will include 
the following topics: decision-making, memory, autism, cerebrovascular disease (stroke) and 
evolution of the human brain. 
 
Thursday, February 28, 6:30–8 PM 
The Evolution of Complexity: From the Human Brain to the Rainforest 
Christopher Wills, Ph.D., University of California, San Diego 
 
Thursday, March 6, 6:30–8 PM 
Genes Controlling Flower and Fruit Development 
Martin Yanofsky, Ph.D., University of California, San Diego 
 
Thursday, April 24, 6:30–8 PM 
The Genetics of Hominid Evolution: A Rosetta Stone for Understanding Human Disease 
Ajit Varki, Ph.D., University of California, San Diego 
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