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Dear Museum friends,

This was a year of prosperity and pandemic.
The emergence of COVID-19 neatly cut the
year in two, and | am proud to present this
impact report showing how the Museum
managed to have milestone achievements
on both sides of that dividing line.

The ingenuity, agility, and fiscal responsibility
we fostered over the past few years helped
us before and after the pandemic struck.
From July 2019 through February 2020,

we saw greater than anticipated admissions,
aided by the opening of Living Lab, our new
exhibition of live animals. To the delight of
capacity crowds, we opened the rooftop
two days a week through the summer. We
continued planning for our 150th anniversary
by completing a master plan for the building.

We inaugurated a new Urban Canyons
initiative that will lead to closer ties with
communities and organizations across
San Diego County, and help preserve
our unigue urban habitats. Our scientific
research continued on both sides of the
border, and along the border itself.

Right on the dividing line between pre-
and mid-pandemic, our herpetologists and

a large team of colleagues from Mexico and
the United States successfully re-introduced
California red-legged frog eggs from Baja
California to two sites in Riverside and San
Diego counties. This international feat of
juggling permits, timing, and weather
would have been challenging in normal
times. When the pandemic unfolded and
the border tightened, it required herculean
efforts and cooperation.

As news stories of the pandemic mounted,
we assembled an Emergency Response Team
to ensure we made informed decisions and
communicated effectively to staff, volunteers,
and our community. Thanks to a detailed
pandemic plan shared by a peer museum,

we had a great model, which helped us
orchestrate a careful shutdown.

Everyone pitched in to get the Museum up and
running from our homes. This included giving
staff members access to computer equipment,
implementing cloud-based solutions for file
storage and video conferencing, ensuring the
care of our living and preserved collections,
saving energy by disconnecting devices and
lighting in the building, and cross-training our
front-of-house staff to help with collections,

P

field work, and database cleanup. Every single
staff member rallied, and within a week we
were scattered across homes around the
county, yet working together again.

Our financial strength and ability to retain staff
stemmmed from entering the pandemic with a
projected surplus, careful stewardship of our
cash, and a generous forgivable loan from

the Small Business Administration Paycheck
Protection Program. Not to be outdone by the
staff, our Board of Directors provided expert
advice, attended emergency meetings on
weekends, and helped every step of the way.

| am proud of our accomplishments detailed
in this report. As a group we rose to meet an
unprecedented challenge, we learned and
adapted rapidly, and set ourselves up for
continued success. As | write, the pandemic
story is nowhere near over, but we have seen
adversity over our nearly 150 years—and |
know we will pull through.

Sincerely,

ot et

JUDY GRADWOHL
PRESIDENT AND CEO

% Marcos Frias

f | # Eowyn Bates



Return of the Frogs
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Museum Biologist Frank Santana and USGS Research Zoologist Robert Fisher bring a
specially adapted cooler holding California red-legged frog eggs to a reintroduction
site at the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve.
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A RACE AGAINST THE CLOCK—
IN THE NAME OF CONSERVATION

It was weather only a frog could love.

On the day of the historic release of
red-legged frog eggs in San Diego

County, rain and cloud cover enveloped

the landscape. This quiet overcast day
marked the culmination of many years

of hard work to return California red-legged
frogs (Rana draytonii) to their historic
range in southern California, where they
have been absent for about 20 years.

When the eggs arrived in their humming
temperature-controlled Yeti cooler, the
reintroduction process was relatively quick
and simple. Scientists checked the water
temperature to ensure it matched the
temperature of their new pond, dipped the
mesh bag of eggs in clean pond water to
rinse them and provide biocontrol against
chytrid fungus, and carefully emptied the
bag into a mesh cage floating near the
edge of the pond.

The simplicity of this action belied

the decades of research and planning.
More than 20 people worked for years
to see this happen. The project was led
by the herpetology team at The Nat
and the Mexican nonprofit organization,
Conservacion de Fauna del Noroeste
(FAUNO). It involved almost unheard

of binational cooperation between
these organizations and the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS),
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), and
The Nature Conservancy (TNC).

A SPECIES IN DECLINE

Red-legged frogs, Mark Twain’s
celebrated jumping frogs of Calaveras
County, once occurred along the coast
of California from Point Reyes, inland to
Redding, and south to northwestern Baja
California, Mexico. When bullfrogs were
introduced to California around 1896,
they led to the decline of red-legged
frogs, and populations were further
decimated by other exotic species,

fungal disease, drought, and urbanization.

The last known red-legged frog in San
Diego County was observed in 1974.

Scientists from USGS and The Nat
launched a study in 2006 to look for
the species south of the border. In 2016,
FAUNO discovered remaining remnant
populations of red-legged frogs in the
mountains in northern Baja California.
They worked energetically with museum
staff on habitat conservation for the
species, and even dug additional
breeding ponds, which successfully
attracted frogs. It was one of the
relatively new breeding ponds that
provided the source of egg masses

for this historic translocation event.

EGG LAYING AND PERMITTING:
A PERFECT STORM

With the discovery and nurturing of

a population genetically related to the
extirpated southern California frogs,

it seemed like a straightforward concept:
collect eggs in Mexico and reintroduce
them in southern California. Of course,
binational work requires permits from
multiple agencies in two nations, so it

is nothing short of a miracle the timing
worked out.

Frogs wait for the late winter rains to begin
breeding in Baja California’s Sierra San Pedro
Martir. Once the rains start—and frogs need
the correct amount of rain—there is a period
of weeks for egg laying.

January brought a dry spell that continued
through much of February, followed by an
abundance of rain that washed away some
of the egg masses. With a gestation period
of about 14 days from egg to tadpole, the
scientists monitored for perfect conditions.
Meanwhile, there was a race to obtain
permits—to collect and transport eggs,
and export them from Mexico, and to
import and release them in the U.S. and
particularly in the state of California.
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RACE AGAINST THE WEATHER—
AND CORONAVIRUS

It was a nail-biter of a week waiting to hear
about field conditions, permits, transportation
options, and weather forecasts. It was also a
race against the spread of the coronavirus.

On March 12, when it was determined that the
project was a “go,” there were 1,276 reported
cases of the coronavirus in the United States.
On March 13, the same day we made the
difficult decision to close the Museum to

the public, the frog team was doing last-
minute prep for the translocation. Rumors

of an imminent border closure and possible
bans on international travel by government
employees further complicated the situation.

Adult male and female California red-legged
frogs from the source population in Baja
California, Mexico. Breeding takes place in
the spring, and a female can lay more than
1,000 eggs each year.

No one knew what the next few days held,
and it felt like things were playing out on a
split screen—business closures and minute-
by-minute changes in San Diego, while an
exciting environmental milestone played
out in the wilderness of Baja California.

With a team of experienced problem-solvers,
every potential roadblock was met with a
calm move to Plan B, C, or D. In the end, the
eggs were driven across the border at Tecate,
Mexico in the lone car lane. By the time the
cooler was transferred to the last vehicle

for its ride to the release site, a few of the
eggs had already hatched into tiny wriggling
tadpoles. The installation of the eggs and
tadpoles into their new ponds went smoothly.
Years of planning, preparation, and clockwork
timing floated into fruition.

BLINKING OUT/BLINKING ON

When the last of a species is extirpated—
or goes locally extinct—scientists say it has
“blinked out.” The seemingly simple act of
gently emptying the mesh bag with about
500 eggs and tadpoles was a rare and
amazingly moving sight, a “blinking on.”

Follow-up reports indicate the tadpoles
are growing and thriving. Our fervent

hope is that in spring 2021 when frogs

are hopping around the release site, we will
also have been released from confinement,
and the team can gather again to witness
the remarkable vision of red-legged

frogs restored to southern California.




San Diego’s urban and suburban coastal
canyons are an unrivaled natural treasure
woven through a metropolitan area with more
than 3 million residents—a treasure in need of
care and conservation.

Comprising well over 50,000 acres and

home to more than 80 threatened species, San
Diego canyons thread through neighborhoods
throughout the County. Their presence is one

of the reasons why 81 percent of San Diegans live
within a 10-minute walk of a park or green space.

While proximity to green spaces can improve
the physical and psychological health of San
Diegans by providing areas for exercise and
mental escape, that same proximity threatens
the continued existence of canyons through
pollution, invasive species, and more. It poses
the question of how we can broaden the
restorative power of canyons to more San
Diegans, while maintaining healthy ecosystems
for the canyons’ native plants and animals.

That is why The Nat launched an exciting
initiative to work with our communities to study
and conserve San Diego’s urban and suburban
coastal canyons.

For a project of this broad scope, no
organization could tackle it alone and expect
to make a meaningful impact. Together with
the Caster Family Center for Nonprofit and
Philanthropic Research at the University of
San Diego, we began by determining where
The Nat’s skills and expertise fit into an already
robust ecosystem of organizations concerned
about regional canyons.

Through surveys, interviews, and convening 39
different agencies, nonprofits, and universities,
we were able to define a common agenda, and
goals for a collective impact initiative addressing
regional canyon conservation. The process also
revealed that The Nat’s strengths in science

and environmental education, along with our
reputation in the community, make sense for

us to serve as a trusted leader and convener.

Cities across the world face similar —

~ challenges in increasing access while- = qu?f-_:’-*_
bolstering ecological integrity of greenspaces. -
By carefully documenting our community D TS
building, our successes, and our challenges, z

we hope to serve as a model for other cities.
looking to reconnect people with nature and 2 ¢ "‘;: -
science in their backyards and neighborhoods. =~

Near the end of the fiscal year, we were
delighted to learn that the Gordon and
Betty Moore Foundation shared our vision
of a broader impact, and supplied the
seed funding to kick off our efforts.

The process is just beginning, but we look
forward to what the future brings as we
organize a collective to conserve

San Diego canyons.
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Dr. Ashley Poust examines the features of a fossil bird at Dalian Natural History
Museum in Liaoning, China. At right, an artist rendering of the newly described
dinosaur Wulong bohaiensis. Wulong is Chinese for “the dancing dragon.”
Illustration by Erick Toussaint.




Introducing Dr. Ashley Poust,
the Inaugural Colclough Postdoctoral Fellow

Our scientists conduct research that

is no different from a biology department
or museum at a university. The only thing
missing is students. Young energetic
scientists bring new thinking, outside
connections, and innovative ideas

for research collaboration and creativity.
For years, our scientists have worked

to connect with active post-doctoral
researchers, and have lacked the resources
to compete with universities, laboratories,
and other research groups to attract rising
scientific stars.

This year, we made this dream a reality thanks
to the generosity of long-time paleontology
volunteer Jim Colclough, who endowed a
post-doctoral position in the Paleontology
Department. Jim Colclough was a 25

year volunteer who began working in the
Paleontology Department in 1989 alongside
Curator of Paleontology Dr. Tom Deméré,
now completing his 40th year at the Museum.

In September 2019, we were thrilled to
welcome Dr. Ashley Poust, our first official
James R. Colclough Postdoctoral Researcher
to the Paleontology Department. Having
recently earned his Ph.D. at the University of
California, Berkeley in Integrative Biology, Ash
was the first choice for the search committee,
selected from candidates from across the U.S.
and Europe.

Upon his arrival in San Diego, Ash hit

the ground running. Ash has already
published two important research papers,
one of which made headlines all over the
world. His paper in The Anatomical Record
documented the exciting discovery of a
new species of feathered dinosaur in China,
named Wulong bohaiensis. Wulong is Chinese
for “the dancing dragon.” This discovery
offers a window into what the earth was
like 120 million years ago and provides new
information about how dinosaurs grew and
how they differed from birds.

Another paper in the Journal of Vertebrate
Paleontology describes a dinosaur fossil with
eggs still held inside the skeleton—ready

to lay when it died. Because of this unique
association, we were able to learn a lot about
the life of oviraptorosaurs, a group of feathered
dinosaurs from the Cretaceous Period, from
reproduction and birth, to death and decay.

Ash analyzed the specimens while he was an
undergraduate at Montana State University,
working in China alongside his advisor who
had a professional relationship with The
Dalian Natural History Museum in Liaoning,

a northeastern Chinese province. He used
osteohistology, which involved carefully
cutting thin slices of fossil bones to study the
microscopic structure, chemical composition,
and function of bone.

In addition to his passionate interest in
paleo biological research, Ash has a knack
for engaging the public about biology and
translating some of the more arcane aspects
of his research topics for the layperson.
Dinosaurs are eternally fascinating to many
people, so this a natural jumping off point
for conversation. He received awards for his
excellent teaching skills in graduate school,
and his seminars and public programs are
always a treat.

Despite his 40 years of efforts in the
department, Tom has lost none of his own
enthusiasm and commitment. He describes
Ash as bright, energetic, hardworking,
collaborative, passionate, and generous,
not to mention young and full of new ideas.
“l believe Jim Colclough would have liked
Ashley and been proud that his gift is
being so well used.”

SDNAT.ORG | 7 I



Until recently, The Nat’s living collection—
live animals used for education programs
and occasionally in exhibitions—has been

a well-kept secret. We rotated a few animals
on display in Coast to Cactus, and most

of the collection resided in a Vivarium,

off view to the public.

We knew people loved meeting our

animal ambassadors. So when we decided
to retire Water: A California Story, moving
the Vivarium to public view seemed like a
great use for that gallery. It became clear
an exhibition highlighting the living animals
of the region would be a welcome addition
to the museum experience.

Of course, our living collection has a
regional focus, and many of the herps
and invertebrates are not what one thinks
of as typical crowd-pleasers.

Undaunted by the lack of obvious charisma
in centipedes, rattlesnakes, spiders, and their
kin, The Nat’s talented exhibit developers
created Living Lab, which debuted in
November 2019. The exhibition was an
immediate hit with visitors of all ages and
backgrounds. It brings them eye to eye with
animals that are common to our region,

but sometimes rarely seen because of their
seasonality, reclusive nature, or nocturnal
lifestyle habits.

LN

The exhibition skillfully fosters empathy for
animals that lack a cute-and-cuddly look—
helping guests overcome ‘eco-phobias’ and
better understand why these animals are
worth protecting.

Visitors can see everything from commonly
observed scorpions, black widow spiders,
and stink beetles, to elusive and nocturnal
animals such as a lyresnake and Western
banded geckos. Two of the four rattlesnake
species that occur in San Diego County are
on display: the Western rattlesnake and a
red diamond rattlesnake.




An observation beehive invites guests to
watch honey bees come and go as they
pollinate Balboa Park plants and sustain
their hive.

The exhibition’s unique blend of science,
storytelling, and live animals gives visitors

the opportunity to learn about regional fauna.
In keeping with bringing back-of-house
functions to public space, an animal care
specialist works in the exhibition during

open hours so people can have their
questions answered and see the animals
being fed and cared for.

Living Lab is one of several strategic shifts in
the way we’re doing business, a result of our
2017 strategy roadmap that identified several
priorities, chief among them an increased
focus on science and conservation and

more visitor engagement.
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We’re fulfilling our mission in a way

that’s approachable, fun, and educational.
Over the past several years, we shifted our
concentration from large traveling exhibitions
to those featuring our own collections,
scientific expertise, and talented staff.

In-house development means creating
experiences that are unigue to The Nat,

and allows us to bring the “back of house”

to the forefront. Living Lab, Unshelved,
Hidden Gems, and the recently updated
Demonstration Lab highlight our unparalleled
collections and give visitors a rare peek

of behind-the-scenes activity.
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Moving forward, our exhibitions will continue
to engage and amaze while emphasizing
ongoing research, leveraging our collections,
and providing a binational perspective.

They will also promote sustainability—
literally and figuratively. Not only are we
using more earth-friendly materials in the
building of these exhibitions, but future
shows like California Blooming will promote
how to be a good environmental steward.
We’re also becoming more financially
sustainable by developing these shows in-
house, offering a better return on investment
than renting short-term travelling exhibits.

In the meantime, we know that when The Nat
reopens, Living Lab is one exhibition people
can’t wait to see.

i Yt 1 Living Lab brings visitors eye to eye with animals common to our region,
including (clockwise from top) a Western shovel-nosed snake (Chionactis occipitalis),
California ebony tarantula (Aphonopelma eutylenum), Western toad (Anaxyrus boreas),
and Western banded gecko (Coleonyx variegatus).
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Blueprint for the future

WE ARE STEWARDS OF THE NATURAL WORLD—AND THE BUILDING ITSELF

There is no other building that houses so ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE.

REDUCE OUR CARBON FOOTPRINT.

much knowledge about the natural history
of our region.

It holds 70 million years of history, millions
of specimens, and invaluable clues to our
past. All of which inform the future.

Can our building do a better job of
supporting our long-term mission?

This is a question we posed throughout
our comprehensive master planning
process, which was completed last year

in consultation with Ewing Cole, a leading
architecture, engineering, and design firm.
Our master plan is our strategy in action,
and it outlines how that vision plays out

in the building itself.

We thoroughly examined the current state
of our facilities and identified areas for
improvement. While some public spaces
will be renovated, much of the work will
be behind the scenes.

This plan is designed to lay the
groundwork for the next 20+ years.
In the near future, we’re focusing on
three key goals:

Background image taken from historic building blueprints from the Museum'’s early years. At right, a state-of-the-art chiller

Being energy efficient is critical to the
protection of our natural world, which is
why reducing our energy use is a primary
goal. This includes a major update of our
lighting, heating, and air conditioning
systems to help save precious resources.
See story at right to learn more about
how we’re tackling this issue.

IMPROVE COLLECTIONS CARE.

Our collections grow in size and value every
year, and the need to properly care for them
becomes more critical and complex. Our
priorities include better climate control in
storage areas to protect specimens from
light and heat, improvements to the loading
dock for ease in handling large specimens,
and reorganizing our collections to maximize
access for our scientists, students, and
visiting researchers.

is hoisted onto the rooftop as part of our master plan improvements, which include reducing our carbon footprint.
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The Museum is a vibrant and inspiring place.
We will work to make it even more so—from
the entrance to the rooftop.

This includes opening spaces not currently
on view to the public, including a brand-new
exhibition gallery on our fourth floor and the
possibility of a visible collections area on the
lower level.

We’re also working on a landscape master
plan for the area immediately outside the
Museum. This has the potential to result in
interpretive gardens so visitors can immerse
themselves in the natural world even before
they walk in the doors, and our education
programs can feature nature in action.

Never in our nearly 150-year history has
it been so important to think about the

future, so that generations to come can
continue to enjoy this special place, and
this amazing region we call home.



Doing our
part to address
climate change

If you want to see a real dinosaur, you
should have seen our old HVAC system. | |
It chugged away for decades, but energy |
efficient it was not.

These two new chillers will help us reduce
our overall carbon footprint and keep us
on the path of being good environmental

stewards. The project will help save
precious resources and allow us to

|
That’s why we improved our system, | ) operate our building more efficiently.

which included replacing our ’
20,000-pound chiller (which was I
an energy hog) with a modern, smaller, |
lighter, air-cooled efficient SMARDT |
chiller. This state-of-the-art piece of |
mechanical equipment was hoisted || (
onto the museum rooftop in May
2020. On the east side of the building,
another crane replaced the inadequate
air-cooled chiller unit servicing the
Wet Range collections (which hold
our herpetology and entomology
specimens in jars of alcohol)
with new, efficient units.

This is one phase of a bigger
energy and equipment overhaul
within our master plan. Additional

improvements will include adding
protective films and inserts to
windows to protect collections
from light and heat, replacing
our Atrium skylights with new
materials that offer better
insulation and UV protection,
and replacing thousands of
inefficient fluorescent lights
with new, energy efficient
LED lamps.

These infrastructure
upgrades, made possible
through contributions

fromm generous donors,
will significantly modernize
our historic building. The

Museum houses 70 million
years of history. We're
making sure it has a

good future.
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A Time for New IDEAS

Our hopes for a sustainable approach to
the natural world rely on a society that
consciously makes unbiased choices and
values mutual respect. And that includes
the culture at our own organization.

In September 2019, Museum leadership
created a staff working group dedicated

to removing barriers for inclusion, diversity,
equity, and accessibility (IDEA). While our
mission-driven work is to highlight regional
biodiversity, we believe that including

and valuing diverse voices strengthens

our organization and our vibrant

San Diego community.

Data-informed decision making is one

of the Museum’s strengths, and it is also

a best practice for our efforts to address
challenges relating to inclusion, diversity,
equity and accessibility for our staff and
community. We are learning from the
American Alliance of Museums’ Diversity

and Inclusion Policy, and from the Association
of Science and Technology Centers’ Cultural
Competence Learning Institute. These two
industry organizations offer a national,
research-based perspective on inclusion

and diversity practices in museums, and

the resources are helping us define our
institutional perspective.

The research, resource gathering, and training
completed during the fiscal year have laid
the groundwork for our team to develop
more inclusive and equitable policies and
procedures for The Nat. Next, we plan to
gather community input as we draft an IDEA
statement that uniquely incorporates our
commitment to biodiversity. Once adopted,
we envision it will inform institutional policy,
training for managers, and related learning
opportunities for staff.

We aim for authentic expression as we
pursue this work, and we are committed

to creating meaningful change across

the organization. This will involve auditing

all factors of how the Museum operates
through the IDEA lens, including the
external environment that affects our work,
the organizational policies, the departmental
procedures, the management practices,
and our expectations of individual staff
members. We will document everything
we are doing well—such as providing
cultural competence training for

new staff—and prioritize the challenges
we identify so that we can take action.

This first phase is focused internally as
we design communications, programs,
and experiences that model our inclusive,
diverse, equitable, and accessible values.
Future phases will be more community
focused, and we invite you to join us in
this long-term process.




Nature never stops, so we knew we
needed to fling open our digital doors
when the Museum closed to our public.
Digital communication has always been

an important way for us to engage with
our communities. Closure meant that going
digital was the way in which we would
continue connecting people with nature.

We turned to our well-established
audiences on our social media platforms
and e-newsletter communities with a survey,
and we found three primary needs:

e Learning resources for students

e Science and behind-the-scenes news

¢ Community building, and the need
for human connection

Our education and communications

teams worked together to reorganize

our resources, launching The Nat @ Home,

a website portal containing DIY activities,
scavenger hunts, and lesson plans organized
for parents and teachers alike. We also
developed new resources that featured
nature around peoples’ homes.

Meanwhile, our scientific research

never slowed down. We shared research
discoveries through behind-the-scenes
photos and video, and launched social media
campaigns inspired by field observations.

When our popular evening Nat Talk series
went online, our scientists and other experts
were projected into homes in San Diego and
beyond via Zoom. Participants logged in
from as far away as Canada, Argentina, and
the United Kingdom. With proximity and
transportation to Balboa Park no longer

a barrier, we saw an attendance boom that
far exceeded the number of seats available
in our theater.

A weekly Nature & Me Storytime broadcast
from Education Specialist Rosie Bell’s living
room across our digital platforms quickly
became another popular offering. Even
adults were listening in with the children

for a moment of calm. Nat at Night Trivia

on Facebook Live developed into a hilarious,
supportive group, cementing friendships
and community.

Hard-hitting science, information, and
education about our natural world are always
a priority, but we also learned that we can’t
take ourselves too seriously, and humor and
lightness make us real. Case in point: two
posts—one featuring our Allosaurus wearing
a giant mask and another an April Fool’s
prank about discovering a “unihorn lizard”
with rainbow scales—went viral, and quickly
became our most popular posts of the year.

These efforts epitomize digital media

at its best and use social media as it is
intended—to create community through
a different medium, versus simply serving
as a megaphone for promotion.

While our staff can’t wait to see everyone

in person again—including each other—we’re
taking full advantage of the opportunity to
grow our digital offerings to meet community
needs. It is also allowing us to connect with
new audiences, a pandemic silver lining

that’s turning platinum. We are continuously
learning and refining ways to bridge the
natural and digital worlds. This will serve our
region’s nature well—now and into the future.




Science Never Stops

We were closed for almost four months
this fiscal year, but we never stopped
working. The pandemic changed our
ability to welcome visitors to our building
and it opened up new avenues to connect
with our community—locally, nationally,
and internationally.

Our staff quickly stepped up to meet the
challenges of closure, and adapted to

situations that might have been inconceivable

a few months earlier. They mobilized and set
up workspaces in 100 homes throughout the
County—paleontologists processed fossils in
bathtubs, scientists prepped specimens in
garages, and educators led digital programs
from their living rooms.

In some ways, museum coworkers were
more connected than ever before, meeting
regularly via Zoom and Microsoft Teams,
often getting a glimpse into our homes or
a peek at children and pets.

It is not every day the entire Museum staff
can take a field trip to a PaleoServices job
site, but that’s just what happened during a
staff meeting on Zoom when Paleontological
Specialist Christopher Plouffe called in from
the site of an exciting fossil discovery. During
construction of a new toll road and border
crossing near Otay Mesa, our paleontologists
found a rich fossil deposit containing the
bones of oreodonts (a now-extinct species
of ancient pig-dog the size of a goat),
ancient camels, and other small mammal
and plant fossils.

14 | IMPACT REPORT | 2019-2020

Wearing a hardhat and orange vest, Chris
participated in the video call from the field

as Nat staff witnessed the exciting excavation
unfolding behind him. Fossils from this site
are particularly notable as evidence of the
14- to 16-million-year-old Rosarito Beach
Formation’s reach across the border into
southern California.

Our PaleoServices team regularly salvages,
conserves, and documents important

fossils exposed by bulldozers—and with
construction projects throughout the county
remaining on schedule, our work continued
(safely) at full force through the pandemic.

Our biologists were also hard at work
at home and in the field.

BioServices staff conducted surveys for
Least Bell’'s Vireo and Quino Checkerspot
Butterfly and began statistical analysis for
various monitoring and resurvey projects.
The Birds and Mammals Department
prepared to monitor Stephens’ kangaroo
rat and the invasive brown-headed cowbird.

Our Botany and Entomology teams continued

georeferencing specimens and databasing
while at home.

While our doors remained closed to the
public, our Visitor Services team worked on
special projects, including assisting scientists

in our research collections and supporting our

Facilities team to clean, dust, and disinfect

areas throughout the building. Membership
launched digital membership cards, allowing
us to reduce the use of paper cards and
mailings while offering a contactless
check-in experience for reopening.

The Exhibits team prepared the

Museum for reopening by removing some
high-touch interactives and addressing
physical distancing requirements. Our
Education team launched virtual programs
and worked in Living Lab, caring for our
beloved live specimens and performing
regularly scheduled maintenance on the
observation beehive, including an expansion
of their living area as the hive grew.

Although the pandemic shifted the
world under our feet, our commitment
to our region and the importance of
environmental stewardship never faltered.
The work completed during the closures
represents our continuing commitment
to delivering on our mission despite

our dispersed set up. We continue to
reimagine how we can best serve our
community through science, education,
and conservation. Science is our passion
and legacy to the future.



During the pandemic, staff quickly adapted their homes into workspaces.

In an elegant blend of old and new, Paleontological Specialist Christopher
Plouffe examines specimens in his living room, channeling the Victorian
fondness for microscopic studies at home. Here, he examines the fossil bones
of Leptoreodon golzi, a small mammal that evolved during the middle Eocene,
which was discovered during a freeway repair project last fall.
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OUR MANIFESTO FOR RADICALLY RETHINKING THE MUSEUM

By President and CEO Judy Gradwohl

As a lifelong optimist, | had to believe that
some good could result from an otherwise
horrific pandemic. Museums across the world
were struggling, seeing flaws in their business
models and realizing that survival might hinge
on re-thinking how they accomplished their
missions. Could this time of distress also be

a period of rapid learning and improvement?

As the world started to crumble with the spread
of coronavirus, a mentor told me “Never let a
good crisis go to waste.” Not wanting to waste
the largest crisis of my career, and hoping to
find the pony in the pile of manure, | started
writing a Manifesto for Radically Rethinking

the Museum. It calls on our staff, Board, and
volunteers to re-imagine how we accomplish
our mission. Although we must hold fast to our
goals and values, we need to alter our methods,
and strive for a new blended museum model

combining onsite, online, and in-nature activities.

The manifesto calls for combining the best
aspects of pre- and mid-pandemic activities
in a new approach that will carry us through
and beyond the pandemic.

Instead of attempting to re-create what we
did before, it challenges us to focus on new
possibilities, and emerge from this crisis a
stronger organization.
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This is the time to halt activities whose benefits
have faded over time, and launch new initiatives
to connect peoples of the Californias to this
amazing place we call home.

We are fortunate to have talented and dedicated
staff, and a wonderfully supportive community.
Shortly after we closed and began working
from our homes, we were able to continue

our research, outreach, and education through
digital formats. Within weeks we managed

to host more attendees at a virtual Nat Talk
than we could possibly fit in our theater space.
Our talented educators redesigned School in
the Park for remote instruction. As San Diegans
started paying more attention to the nature
around them, we were ready with interesting
and helpful tools and information shared on
social media. It confirmed what we already
knew—we are far larger than our building.

We were ready to tackle this massive
undertaking. We have a strong strategy

and purpose. Our staff have been focusing
on innovation and smart risk taking through
our nationally recognized Evolutionary
Venture Fund projects. We entered the
pandemic with a strong financial base,

and we have been working hard to keep our
work relevant to the communities we serve,
and ensure it is valued by our stakeholders.

—volve and Adapt: The New Nat

Although the manifesto is only a starting point,
it provides suggestions to stoke our creativity.
We have the ability to accomplish projects

that will help us meet our mission and reduce
our baseline operating costs. They include a
proposal to vacate our rented warehouse space
and develop a visible collections area inside our
building. This is a good juncture to consider the
future of our retail, by developing e-commerce
and investigating a combined store and café
space. We are developing a master plan for
interpretive gardens around the outside of

the building. We need to rise to the challenges
presented by school systems turning to remote
education by revamping our school visit
program and educational resources. We plan
to experiment with new ways to connect

with our community digitally, and increase

our program offerings and interactions.

The manifesto, issued from my dining room,
was intended to be a catalyst for new thinking,
and it has been exciting to see how readily and
creatively staff developed innovative responses.
The real test will be implementation over the
next year or two.

Ultimately, we are deciding who and what
we want to be when we pull out of the
pandemic, and how to help us chart a path
to get there. Our learning and thinking will
continue and evolve, and | can’t wait to see
where it takes us.
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In Service to Science (From Home)

The pandemic did not stop our incredible
volunteers from contributing. While sheltering
at home, many were eager to help remotely.

LepNet, a research effort funded by the
National Science Foundation, was the
perfect project for many. The Lepidoptera
of North America Network is a collaboration
of 28 institutions aiming to digitize nearly

3 million butterfly and moth specimens.
Nine volunteers, including some from out

of state, contributed nearly 5,000 entries.

Judith Carlstom, Pat Don Vito, and William
Huntly searched for shells, bones, or teeth in
material from recent paleontology projects.

Gabriel Vogeli is using his home camera
station and computer to photograph fossils
and compile 3D digital models, which are
presented on our website so they can be
accessed by anyone, from anywhere.

Botany volunteers have not been idle.
Parabotanists have been collecting specimens,
and other volunteers have contributed to
Notes for Nature, transcribing herbarium
labels from collaborating herbaria

throughout California.

In Birds and Mammals, Jenny Johnson
numbered bird skeletons from home, and
Maria Gonzales met staff members Lea Squires

Volunteer Milestones

JOIN US IN HONORING VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE REACHED SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES.

Rosie Stogner, Whaler and C4U

Ellen Bevier, Canyoneer

and Phil Unitt at Phil’'s house to help skin birds.
He set up two safe outdoor workstations in his
garage and driveway, and they got to work.

Dick Schwenkmeyer in Herpetology has been
working on content for Living Lab, explaining
the unique relationship between king snakes

and rattlesnakes. He is also producing a DVD

that shows museum tours from historic times.
Some of the photos date back to 1960 when

the Museum established the Vermillion

Sea Field Station at Los Angeles Bay in

Baja California.

Thank you, volunteers, for your
valuable contributions.

Bill Howell, Canyoneer

Uli Burgin, Entomology and Whaler

Theresa Acerro, Canyoneer
Joan Dowd, Canyoneer
- RPN .;9';_ e

ot

Bill Barbour, Ambassador, Interpreter, Cookie Man
Larry Hendrickson, Parabotanist

Becky Keller, Canyoneer R




Jack Berdy, Whaler

Debbie Bushong, Docent
Diane Cullins, Whaler

Wendy Esterly, Canyoneer
Sheri Gilkerson, NATuralist
Michael Guberek, Paleontology

Rosemary Kelley, Docent

Linda King, Birds and Mammals
Walter Konopka, Canyoneer
Alina Levy, Botany

Victoria Marshall, Botany

Karen Marshall, Whaler

Carol Norman, Botany

Patti Pastore, Whaler

Beverly Pecunia, Botany and Paleontology
Valerie Quate, Botany

Leslie Rapp, Whaler

Michael Simpson, Parabotanist

Janet Anderson, Docent

Terry Baird, Paleontology and Whaler
Fran Bookheim, Entomology
Yee-Ching Chang, Botany

Bill Edwards, Canyoneer
Maggie Holloway, Canyoneer
Bob McCurdy, Docent
Marilyn Miles, Docent

Teresa Norris, Docent

Jack Ohmstede, Docent
Peter Vroom, Botany
Maritza Witmer, Canyoneer

Roberto Arjona, Board of Directors
Nicole Besler, Entomology
Deborah Buffington, Whaler

Anne Bullard, Board of Directors
Marlin Burke, Canyoneer

Chris Caponelli, Education

John Carrington, Canyoneer
Stefanie Curtis, Whaler

Sally Davis, Canyoneer

John DeBeer, Board of Directors

Helene Deisher, Whaler

Leigh Anne Gibbons, Whaler
Colton Holloman, Entomology
George Huling, Docent

Jerry Jacobs, Canyoneer

Daniel Keddy, Canyoneer

Dee Keyes, Whaler

Kathryn Kim, Board of Directors
Maureen Lewis, Docent

Larry Lewis, Whaler

Dale Noonkester, Canyoneer

Karen Owens, Docent

Jenn Picha, Whaler

Jeremiah Psiropoulos, Birds and Mammals
Jason Shidler, Board of Directors

Della Snyder-Velto, Paleontology

Nickie Stary, NATuralist

Jim Stary, NATuralist

Marilyn Thoman, Paleontology

Jerry Wilson, Whaler

(July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020)
Bill Barbour

Richard Campbell

Pat Don Vito

Vryce Hough

Pam Stahlak
Terri Varnell
James Varnell
Gabriel Vogeli



The following individuals represent members, donors, and volunteers who have passed
away this fiscal year. We are thankful for their commitment to the Museum and wish to

honor their memories.

John Atcheson
Margaret E. Carl
Richard Cerutti
Jose Del Pozo
Tina C. DiStefano

Richard J. Esgate Jim F. Prescott
Faiya Fredman Richard J. Roncaglia
Paul Globerson David G. Smith
Charles Kakos Melvin M. Sweet
Tim Means Humberto Yznaga

We said goodbye to our dear friend and
colleague Richard Cerutti on November 3,
2019. Richard’s more than 30-year association
with the Museum runs deep. He leaves behind
an incredible legacy represented by the
thousands of fossils he collected and prepared
as a museum paleontologist—many of them
on view in the exhibition Fossil Mysteries.
These range from tiny marine foraminifers,
spiny marine snails, and beautiful estuarine
clams, to sharp-toothed river dolphins, tusked
walruses, massive baleen whales and sea
cows, hulking terrestrial brontotheres, and
diminutive arboreal primates.

Many species new to science were named

in Richard’s honor, including the Pliocene
surf scoter, Melanitta ceruttii; the enigmatic
Pliocene porpoise, Semirostrum cerutti; the
tiny omomyid Eocene primate, Brontomomys
cerutti; and the Eocene early carnivore,

Ceruttia sandiegoensis. Of course, Richard’s
most dramatic and far-reaching contribution
is his discovery and study of the Cerutti
Mastodon Site, which we contend represents
the oldest archaeological site in the Americas.

Those who had the good fortune to work

with Richard know what a kind, generous,
talented, and tireless person he was. Some
also remember Richard’s several months spent
as a “living exhibit” on the second floor of

the original building, where he artistically and
accurately assembled the Allosaurus skeleton
that greets visitors entering the Museum’s
north entrance.

Richard was a lifelong explorer of the natural
world, an insightful scientist, an enthusiastic
teacher, a devoted family man, and an
amazing and generous human being.




Collections

~8 Mmillion

total number of specimens
BIRDS

218

New specimens collected

51,556

Total specimens
MAMMALS

41

New specimens collected

25,400

Total specimens
ENTOMOLOGY

27,000

New specimens collected

1,169,729

Total specimens
PALEONTOLOGY

17,2350

New specimens collected

1,504,974

Total specimens

RESEARCH LIBRARY

56,000

Volumes
MARINE INVERTEBRATES

5 million

Total specimens

HERPETOLOGY

120

New specimens collected

/76,571

Total specimens

BOTANY

4,913

New specimens collected

277,654

Total specimens
MINERALOGY

15,000

Total specimens

Visitation*

people visited the museum

website visits (63% from mobile devices)

Public Programs

NATURE TO YOU LOAN LIBRARY

loans reaching people

SCHOOL PROGRAMS

programs reaching people

FAMILY AND PUBLIC PROGRAMS

programs serving participants

MUSEUM ACCESS FUNDS

students from Title 1 schools served

MUSEUMS FOR ALL

recieved free admission when
presenting an EBT card

Social Media

n likes y followers
followers u subsribers

*Some numbers are lower than previous years because the
Museum was closed on March 16, 2020 due to the pandemic.

/69

total volunteers

36,054

total volunteer hours

$1,022,505

Dollar value of volunteer hours
(per Bureau of Labor Statistics)

led 46 hikes for 1,253 people
led 7 school hikes for 208 students

reached 2,220 students and

chaperones with 83 programs

reached 22,700 passengers
on 2 8O cruises through

Hornblower Cruises and Events

logged 12,045 hours

44 NATuralists

used interactive games and crafts
to engage guests at the Museum

30 high school students

volunteered for summer camps

8 high school and college students

completed internships
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Financials

We are pleased to report The Nat

delivered a year of healthy growth and

fiscal performance, having adapted well

to both the circumstances we anticipated
and those that were less expected. Our
results between July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020
reflect an organization that was fit for purpose
and resilient with a strategy and structure
that focused on sound financial management,
disciplined investment, and thoughtful
planning. In order to remain in a competitive
position, our fiscal year began by analyzing
many of our public programs and business
operations in order to ensure their efficiency,
effectiveness, and financial sustainability.

Philanthropic support from our donors and
the broader community has been essential

to securing The Nat’s future. During FY

2020, the Museum raised a total of $4.57
million, an increase of more than 36% when
compared to FY 2019. With these gifts, we
continued to balance our operating budget,
developed public program offerings, and
made improvements to our facility. Over
$700,000 of FY 2020 giving was earmarked
for capital projects. The Museum’s investments
in building renewal, maintenance, and
information technology upgrades are based
on a comprehensive master plan for preserving
and enhancing the facility in the long term. We
especially want to acknowledge our patrons
who play a vital role in helping us respond to
the recent growing financial crisis. Whether
you are supporting our conservation efforts,
online learning programs, critical infrastructure
projects, or our general operations, you have
our sincerest gratitude.
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In addition to donor support, The Nat
welcomed more than 200,000 visitors

in FY 2020. As a result, admissions and
membership revenue of $2.15 million
constituted an important source of our
unrestricted operating funds, as did contract
income, which contributed over 24% (or $2.58
million) to the Museum’s revenue compared

to 19% in the prior fiscal year. Taken in total,
The Nat posted a very strong FY 2020 in
terms of its unrestricted financial performance.
Total revenue increased by 3.5% from the prior
year, while our operating expenses dropped
by over 4.8%. As a result, the Museum'’s total
operating surplus was $1.11 million before
depreciation expense.

Our financial performance allowed the Museum
to post a strong balance sheet for the year.
Cash from operations—the Museum’s operating
surplus—increased more than 33.7%, from

$1.17 million to $1.57 million, while an additional
$1.38 million was achieved through financing
activities. Overall, cash and cash equivalents
increased by $2.45 million, while net assets
decreased slightly by 1.09% or $534,193 in FY
2020. The value of the Museum’s endowment
dropped slightly by $559,371 to $20.45 million.

Given our accomplishments during the first
three quarters of FY 2020, we could never
have imagined the challenges we would face
as a result of COVID-19. The Nat closed its
doors in mid-March, and admissions and
auxiliary revenue disappeared overnight.
During the last quarter of the fiscal year, with
a modest budget surplus and working capital

reserve, we took decisive actions in response
to the pandemic that allowed us to preserve
cash and weather the storm through the
conclusion of FY 2020 and into FY 2021.
These actions included:

¢ Reduction of discretionary spending

¢ Adjustments to our expense structure,
which included streamlining our operations

¢ Reduction of compensation expenses

¢ Cancelation or deferral of unrestricted
capital spending

* Renegotiation of contracts and repayment
terms with vendors

¢ Early withdrawal of our annual payment
from the endowment

* Success in securing $1.22 million from
the federal Paycheck Protection Program

The Museum’s most important asset is its
dedicated workforce. Due to our rapid financial
response to the pandemic, the support of the
Payroll Protection Program, and generous
bridge grants from our donors, we were able
to preserve as many jobs as possible. Looking
ahead to FY 2021, The Nat will be buoyed by
its healthy results this past year, but cognizant
of the challenges COVID-19 will continue to
present. Finally, transparency is imperative to
a well-run organization. To that end, our FY
2020 financial results are reported on the
facing page, and our full audit is available
online at sdnat.org.

Mark Orozco
Vice President, CFO, and COO
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Publications

Research publications are
at the core of the scientific
process.

Through publication, research
is open to the rigorous
critique, testing, rejection,

or verification necessary for
knowledge to grow. In this
way, our researchers continue
a long tradition of scientific
inquiry at The Nat.

Bold indicates Museum
research associates.

[talics indicates Museum
staff members.
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Thank You

We are deeply grateful to the
many donors who supported
the Museum this year through
new gifts and pledge payments.

Alumbra Innovations Foundation
City of San Diego Commission
for Arts and Culture
Ms. Dale H. Clark
The Carol & Henry F. Hunte Fund@j
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Eleanor and Jerome Navarra
Price Philanthropies
J. W. Sefton Foundation
Dr. Seuss Fund w
Mrs. Christy Walton
Dennis and Carol Wilson

Tracy and John Downing

Downing Family Foundation

The Gilbert J. Martin Foundation

The Family of Chrysa Mineo and Mark
Stephenson at Schwab Charitable

Subaru of America

The Estate of Christine E. Tratnyek

The Estate of Marianne K. Adams
Mrs. Alice E. Anda and Mr. James P. Ward
Anonymous (1)
Bank of America
Mona Baumgartel and John DeBeer
The Conner Family Fund @j
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Dort
H. Glenn Dunham
Bernard J. Eggertsen
and Florence Nemkov

Ms. Marion M. Eggertsen

The General Atomics Sciences
Education Foundation

Robert & Helen E. Grant Foundation

The Barbara and David Groce Fund @

The Hervey Family Fund @

James Hervey Johnson Charitable
Educational Trust

Hester Family Trust

Institute for Law and Systems Research

KPBS**

Las Patronas

Estate of Spencer Luke

Mandell Weiss Charitable Trust

Mrs. Margaret D. Mercieca

National Science Foundation

The Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris
Foundation

Patrons of the Prado

ResMed

The Rice Family Foundation

San Diego Gas & Electric

Ms. Anne Schwartz

Ellen Browning Scripps Foundation

The Estate of Henry M. Shenkman

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sparrow

The Thursday Club Foundation

Phil Unitt

Zoological Society of San Diego

Ms. Carol Baird and Dr. Alan Harper
The Beyster Family Foundation
Fund IV i§; o
The J.F. Beyster Fund @
Vicki and Thomas Blackman
Martha E. Blake-Jacobson
and Gary C. Jacobson
Susan and Richard Breisch

The Hattie Ettinger Conservation Fund @

Judy Gradwohl
Jo and Thomas Hazard
Michelle and Ron Hebdon
Heller Foundation of San Diego
Ms. Allison Henderson and Dr. Jay Miles
International Community Foundation
Charles Kennel and Ellen Lehman
William Ladd and Anita Busquets Fund
at Schwab Charitable
Jaffer Laddon Family Giving Fund
at Schwab Charitable
Ann Laddon and Adrian Jaffer
Dawn Lawson and John La Grange

Alan G. Lehman and Jane A. Lehman
Foundation
Nordson Corporation Foundation
Jean and William O’Daniel
Dr. Rebecca Papendick
and Dr. Jay Savage
Allison and Robert Price Family
Foundation
Demi and Frank Rogozienski
SBC Fund of the American
Endowment Foundation,
in memory of Suzanne Bond
Richard C. Schwenkmeyer
Mrs. Ellen L. Sweet
The Wells Fargo Foundation

Patrick Abbott Fund at Fidelity Charitable
An Anonymous Fund @’j
Paul Bechtner Foundation
M.A. Beyster Fund Il @
Cavignac & Associates
The Colwell Family Giving Fund
at Schwab Charitable
Mary and James Dawe
Tom Fleming
Ms. Debbie Fritsch and Mr. Pat Boyce
Kathryn and Andrew Garman
Karen and Steven Garsson Fund
at Schwab Charitable
Michele Gerus and Jeff Block
Hologic Charitable Fund @‘
Ms. Conny Jamison
Martin Kantor
Helen and Webster Kinnaird
The Philip M. Klauber Endowment@j
Carolyn and Michael Lee
Ms. Barbara J. Lohne
Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens
Bryce E. Miller and Don Orahood Fund
at Schwab Charitable
Stephanie Mood
Dr. Judith T. Mufioz
and Dr. Daniel G. Mufhoz
Netterblad Family
Melinda Owens and Corin Anderson
Mrs. Valerie Quate and Mr. Jim Myers
Anne F. Quinney Trust
Carla and Rudolph Rehm Fund
at Fidelity Charitable
Nancy Robertson and Mark Cookingham
Strauss Family Foundation
Ms. Amelia Wood and Dr. Eric Mustonen

'

Jolene and Walter Andersen
Patricia and John Baker
Ms. Christine A. Baltuth
Mr. Bill Barbour
Eowyn Bates and Christopher Croom
Joan and Jeremy Berg
Mrs. Karen Berger
Terri and William Buchanan
Dr. J. David Bukry
Vickie and Ron Cady
Dinah and Scott Carl
Dr. Margaret E. Carl*
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Cavignac
Dr. Roger C. Cornell
The Covey
Mrs. Maryruth M. Cox
Lisa Croner and Ira Warrenfelt
Mrs. Julia Croom
Mrs. Kathleen G. Cueva
and Dr. Roberto A. Cueva
Erika and Justin Daniel
Mrs. Margaret B. Engel
and Dr. L. David Engel
Val and DeeGee Farrell
Virginia and William Ferguson
The Fuson Family Fund
at Schwab Charitable
Dr. Joyce M. Gattas
Dr. and Mrs. Frank J. Goicoechea
Linda and Robert Gordon Fund
at Schwab Charitable
Alan Gradwohl
Denise and Michael Hager
Glenn Haldan
Robin Halford
Catherine and Stephen Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Hoctor
Dr. Barbara Hoenecke
and Dr. Heinz Hoenecke
Joel and Rosanne Holliday
Jackie Hollywood
Nancy and William Homeyer
Mrs. Chinyeh Hostler
Carrie and Gary Huckell
Jehl Family Gift Fund
at Fidelity Charitable
The Ali and Linda Kiran Fund @j
Mary Limoges and Jack Heilbron
Ms. Vicki Lindblade
Lions Club of San Diego
Ms. Callie Mack and Mr. Phillip Roullard
Mr. and Mrs. Clark R. Mahrdt
Joanne and Martin Marugg, Jr.



Jan and Donald Maxted

Mrs. Geraldine E. McAllister

Patricia and Robert McCommins

Ms. Sheila Moss

Rita and Brys Myers

Dr. James W. Neel

Nancy Nenow and David Dolan

Mrs. Barbara O. Orth
and Dr. Rodney D. Orth

Ms. Karen Owens and Mr. George Huling

Patricia and Thomas Pastore

Kevin Patrick, M.D.

Beverly Pecunia

Dr. Donna Perdue and Dr. Calvin Johnson

Nuri and John Pierce

Claudia and Jim* Prescott

Ms. Janet Rusnell

The SahanDaywi Foundation at the
California Community Foundation
at the request of Christopher
and Mila Conlan

Anne Schafer and C. Wayne Moorhead

Anna Gale and Warren Schmidtmann

The Takahashi Fund i

Rebecca Vesterfelt and Louis Cohen

Dr. Robert C. Vinton

Kathy and James Waring

Marian Warwick

Gregg Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Witt

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Wood

Anonymous (1)

Mr. K. A. Achterkirchen

BD Biosciences

Sharon Beamer

Lauren L. Beaudry

Mr. Joseph Busch

Northern Trust Charitable Program
at the Chicago Community Foundation,
recommended by Steve and Susan Bell

Maxine Clark

Bill Disher

Margi Dykens

Mr. and Mrs. Burch Ertle

Elizabeth and Bruce Gill

Harvard Business School Alumni Club
of San Diego

Diana and William Herron

Erin and Jim Kaese

Team Leininger Trust Fund
at Fidelity Charitable

Capt. Wilbert Lowe, I

and Dr. M. Kimberly Lowe
Mauro Family Fund at Fideulyjty Charitable
Christa McReynolds Fund g/
Margaret Mulligan and Thomas Rottler
Julia and John Serences
Serve to Lead Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Charles J. Stewart
Mrs. Edna K. Tipton
Michael Wall, Ph.D. and Allison Teem
Annette L. and Wade W. Winner, Jr.

Anonymous (4)
Sabrina and Ken Abady
Theresa B. Acerro
Ms. Paulette D. Ache
Feroza Ardeshir
Barbara Arrighi
Elaine Baldwin and Carl Nelson
Pam and Ken Barratt Family Fund
at Schwab Charitable
Ms. Millie Basden and Dr. Peter Thomas
Benevity Community
Impact Fund - Calgary
Benjamin Bobich
Boeing
Mary Kay Borchard
Patricia and Miles Bowler
The Brewer Family Fund ¢
Sally and Brad Bridges
Kris and John Briggs
Margarethe and Hans Britsch
Joyce and Paul Brooks
Maile and Ken Busby
Nancy and Vince Butsumyo
Stephen Caldwell
Mrs. Linda A. Canada
and Dr. Edgar Canada
Nick Cates
Charlene Chatham Price
and Carter Smith
Vickie Church
Ann Clark and Robert Blanton
Richard and Stephanie Coutts
Alyssa Dawson
Deanne and Tom Deméré
James T. Determan
Annamarie and Stephen DeTommaso
Kathy and James Dice
Jeanine M. Dreifuss
Stanley DSouza
Patrick Dugan
Myrna and Bill Eastwood

Wendy and Terry Esterly
Enid Farrell
M. Jeanne Faucon-Mooers
Claudia Fernety
Margaret and Walker Fillius
Christina R. Flatley
Robert G. Florand
Mrs. Yasuko Fosket
and Dr. Donald E. Fosket
Lynda Fox
Linda and Reginald Frank
Douglas Galasko
Denise Garland and Michael Cardwell
Dr. Christina Ghanbarpour
and Ms. Zully Vielman
John and Mary Giebink
Mrs. Jacqueline M. Gillman
Hal and Sharon Goforth
Dr. Gary B. Grantham
Juan Gutierrez
Cynthia and Christopher Hall
Donna and Richard Harris
Harris & Associates
Dr. Susan Hector
and Mr. Michael Sampson
Ray Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Hess
Dr. Martha Hillyard and Dr. Steven Hillyard
Edward Ho
Margaret Hollingsworth
Virginia Hood and Shelley Nail
Carolyn B. Houghton
Danielle Jackson and Daniel Schumann
Donna and J. Edwin Jenkins
Jenny and Richard Johnson
Meegan Jones
Drs. Barbara and Dan Keiller
Sindy Kim
Amber and Carey King
Linda D. King
Sandra King
King Jewelers, Inc.
Janet Klauber and James Melli
The Klees Family Fund
at Schwab Charitable
Dr. and Mrs. F. Stephen Kohl
Dr. Jason Koontz and Dr. Todd Linscott
G. Fred Kramer
Anneli Kyner and Tim Stahl
Katrice and Vince Lee
Nora Lee
John Leighton
Robert Levy

Lysbeth Lieber
Laurie A. Lippitt
Mrs. Russell Litchfield
Norma and David Little
Claudia Lowenstein
Peter Lynch
Carol Mackersie and Arthur Boothroyd
Ms. Elizabeth Maget and Dr. Henri Maget
Emily and Paul Martin
Gertrude Martin
Mrs. Gillian Martin and Dr. Dennis J. Martin
Genevieve and Michael Matherly
Judith L. Mathews
Brenda and Ric Matthews
Nancy C. McDonald
The Honorable M. Margaret McKeown
and Dr. Peter Cowhey
Marjorie and David McNair
Janice and Charles Meliska
Christina and Paul Miller
Kathleen Mitchell and Scott Landis
Oelman Family Fund
at Fidelity Charitable
Jennifer and Ricardo Padilla
Dianna and Charles Pearsall
Shirley and Ronald Popper
Claudia Poquoc and Warner Atherton
QUALCOMM Incorporated
Quon Family Fund at Fidelity Charitable
Mr. and Mrs. Elvin Reamey
Grant Reeder
Michelene Rich
Dr. and Mrs. Sam Ridgway
Dr. Deborah Riner and Dr. John Sweeney
Fred Roberts
Janie and Robert Rood
David Rossi
Louise Russell
Andrew Sachs
Debbie Schafer
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Schmid
Edward Schreck
Connie Schroeder
Ms. Florence Sell
Kristy Seymour
Stanley Siegel
Tim Small
Lupe D. Smith
Alex Southard
Ms. Carol J. Stadum
Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord Stickney
Sunbelt Publications
Dr. Diego Sustaita



Dr. Meg Sutherland-Smith
and Mr. Harry Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Swanson
Dr. Catherine A. Tauber
Jon and Jan Thomas
Ms. Eloise F. Thomas
Wendy and David Thomas
Erin R. Trone
Barbara Van Ravesteyn
and Gene Gulczynski
Melissa Veghte
Mark Vermilyea
Patricia and Kevin Vogelsang
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Volle
Penny and James Ward
Dr. and Mrs. Tom M. Warschauer
Laurie Wasserman
Mrs. Catherine Waters
and Dr. Robert Waters
Sharon Watson
Aura and Thomas Webber
Mary Anne Wentink
Sharon Weremiuk and Jerry Doppelt
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Wiggins
Jean and Stanley Williamson
Mr. Frank Williamson
and Ms. Patricia Powers Williamson
Mrs. Shana Wilson and Dr. Jerry Wilson
Helmut Wolfgang Schumann Foundation
Cynthia Wood
Mrs. Mary M. Yount
Changai Zhuo

Live Oaks Society

The Live Oaks Society is comprised of supporters who
have made gifts to the Museum through their estate plans.

Dr. Janet A. Anderson

and Dr. Victor Van Lint
Anonymous (11)
Francoise D. Baker
Eowyn Bates and Christopher Croom
Mona Baumgartel and John DeBeer
Dr. Annalisa Berta
Thomas A. Blackman
Mr. and Mrs. Gary C. Jacobson
Susan and Richard Breisch
George Brooks-Gonyer
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Bullard
Mrs. Ramona Bush
Ms. Anita Busquets

and Dr. William A. Ladd
Margaret E. Carl*
Dale Hollis Clark
Jerry Clarkson
Karen and Dr. James F.* Clements
Mr. David R. Crawford
Jose de la Torre-Bueno
Ms. Janie DeCelles
Tom and Deanne Deméré
Bill & Camille Doane
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Dort
Glenn and Jeanne* Dunham
Bernard J. Eggertsen
Iris and Paul* Engstrand
Meryl Faulkner
Elsa Feher
Ms. Michele Fergoda
Charlene Glacy
Robert and Linda Gordon
Judy Gradwonhl
Dr. David E. and Barbara Groce
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Hager
Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Hambleton
Ed and Janelle Harris
Lois* and John Harris

Ms. Susan Heller
Ms. Allison Henderson

and Dr. Jay Miles
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hoctor
Melanie Howe
Kathleen Howell
Adrian Jaffer
Mr. and Mrs. J. Edwin Jenkins
Jim and Lynne Jett
Dr. Donna Perdue

and Dr. Calvin Johnson
Linda D. King
Janet Klauber and Jim Melli
Ms. Sheri Knox
H. William Kuni
Ann Laddon
Diana E. Lindsay
Dr. Jack L. Littlepage
Ms. Barbara J. Lohne
Dr. Monte Marshall
Mr. Jack T. McCord
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony* Mercieca
Mary Jane Moore
Dennis Morgan and Kathy Cusick
Judith T. Mufioz
Nancy Nenow
Mrs. Carol Netterblad
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Orton
Walter and Anne* Pagels
Mrs. Joseph R. Parker
Kevin Patrick, M.D., M.S.
James and Barbara Peugh
Rudy* and Marilyn Regalado
James K. Richardson
Rich* and Harleen Roncaglia
Arthur Rossiter
Peter Sadori
Ms. Bonnie Sanchez
Ms. Ronnie Schneider

Richard C. Schwenkmeyer
Jeanne and Henry* Shenkman
David Dwyer Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord Stickney
Phyllis and Frank Tabor
Victoria Terry

Drs. Paul and Ann Tuskes

Phil Unitt

Dr. Robert C. Vinton

Dr. Michael Wall & Ms. Allison Teem
Marian Warwick

Mrs. Gloria Wilkes Van Norman
Jerry and Shana Wilson

Mrs. Mary M. Yount

@ The San Diego Foundation

The Jewish Community Foundation

*Deceased
**Gift-in-kind

If we have omitted your name or
made an error, please accept our
apologies and help us correct our
records by contacting Brittany
Handler at 619.255.0359 or
bhandler@sdnhm.org.



Endowments Special Events Partners

The Museum offers a unique and memorable event venue for many
i throughout the year. To ensure the success for all events the Museum
partners with a group of exclusive preferred vendors who are familiar

-
Administrative Endowment
Ambassadors Circle Endowment
Joshua L. Baily Endowment for
Marine Invertebrates and Paleontology
Biodiversity Research Center of the
Californias Director’s Endowment
Mary and Dallas Clark Chair of Botany
James R. Colclough Paleontology
Endowment
Ruth G. Comstock Entomology
Endowment
Danziger Ornithology Endowment
Dorothy Elliott Museum Access Fund

Fad

with the Museum and offer a complete range of services.

AUDIO VISUAL AND LIGHTING
Event Technology Services

CATERING

Abbey Catering & Event Design
Coast Catering

Continental Catering

Creative Catering & Events
Crown Point Catering

ENTERTAINMENT

Black Tie Casino Events
Imagination Entertainment
Caricatures by Olivia

FLORAL DESIGN
Green Fresh Florals + Plants

PARKING SERVICES

Endowment Culinary Concepts Ace Parking
Endowed Chair for the President & CEO Feast On This
Groce Natural History Endowment Fund Personal Touch Dining PHOTOGRAPHY
at the San Diego Foundation Root Cellar Catering Co Picture Bakery
William Randolph Hearst Endowed Fund Terra Catering Eder Photo

for Education Programs

Hill Endowment for Ornithology Research

Klauber Family Library Endowment

Grace and Laurence Klauber Herpetology
Endowment e

Trust of Hallam J. Koons, in memory of
his father, Hallam T. Koons

Herbert N. Lowe Conchological Collection

Mildred Meeder Endowment Fund
at the San Diego Foundation

Member Science Endowment

San Diego Society of Natural History
General Endowment at the San Diego
Foundation

Topper Thomas Youth Education
Endowment

The Stephen L. Walsh Vertebrate
Paleontology Endowment

W.W. Whitney Library Endowment

Dennis and Carol Wilson Endowed
Chair of Ornithology

~la..

The French Gourmet

The Wild Thyme Company
TOAST Catering

Urban Kitchen Group

EVENT PRODUCTION
To Be Designed
Pacific Event Productions Creative

RENTAL EQUIPMENT
Bright Event Rentals
Patty’s Linen Rentals
Raphael’s Party Rentals

SDNAT.ORG
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Leadership

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kathryn Kim, Chair
Stanley Maloy, Ph.D., Vice Chair
Anne Bullard, Secretary
Jeff Witt, Treasurer
Roberto Arjona, Past Chair
Terri Buchanan

Anita Busquets

John DeBeer

John Downing

Tom Fleming

Andrew Garman

Stephen Hill

DeEtte Loeffler

Steve McDonald

Chrysa Mineo

Judith Mufoz

Tom Oberbauer

Ron Ottinger

Jon Schmid

Jason Shidler

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Pamela M. Bruder
Dale Clark

Mary H. Clark*
James Clements*
Joan Parker
Norman C. Roberts, DVM*
Harley Sefton
Thomas W. Sefton*
Christy Walton
Carol Wilson

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Charmaine* and Maurice* Kaplan
Philip M. Klauber*

Donna K. Sefton*

Richard Schwenkmeyer

Nita and Henk van der Werff

Dennis Wilson

*deceased
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BINATIONAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

Enrique Hambleton, Co-Chair
Thomas Oberbauer, Co-Chair
Eric Anderson

Roberto Arjona

Richard Cudney

Gustavo Danemann

Iris Engstrand, Ph.D.
Martin Goebel

Alan Harper, Ph.D.

Davida Herzl|

Richard Kiy

Sergio Knaebel

Laura Martinez Rios
Steven McDonald

Anne McEnany

Rodolfo Ogarrio

James Riley

Jaime Roberts Vildosola
Carolina Shepard Espinoza
Laura Silvan

Drew Talley

Roberto Valdes

Sula Vanderplank

Jim Waring

SENIOR MANAGEMENT

Judy Gradwonhl
President and CEO

Eowyn Bates
Vice President, Institutional
Advancement

Justin Canty
Vice President, Engagement and
Education

Mark Orozco
Vice President, CFO, and COO

Michael Wall, Ph.D.

Curator of Entomology
Vice President, Science and
Conservation

Tom Deméré, Ph.D.
Curator of Paleontology

Bradford Hollingsworth, Ph.D.
Curator of Herpetology

Jon P. Rebman, Ph.D.

Curator of Botany

The Mary and Dallas Clark Endowed
Chair of Botany

VOLUNTEER OFFICERS

CANYONEERS
Stacey Vielma, President
Jennifer Haslam, Vice President

COVEY
Pamela Hartwell, Co-President
Julie Johnson-lavelli, Co-President

Philip Unitt

Curator of Birds and Mammals
The Dennis and Carol Wilson
Endowed Chair of Ornithology

Margaret Dykens
Director of the Research Library
and Registrar

Michael Field
Director of Experience Design

Ingrid Garcia
Senior Director of Human Resources

Rebecca Handelsman
Senior Director of Communications

Katrice Lee
Senior Director of Development
and Grants

Jennifer Padilla
Senior Director of Operations

Ghia Santos
Controller

DOCENTS

Maureen Lewis, President

Karen Owens, Co-Vice President
Anita Musser, Co-Vice President

WHALERS
Sue Emerson, President
Pam Stahlak, Vice President
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OUR MISSION

To interpret the natural world
through research, education,
and exhibits; to promote
understanding of the evolution
and diversity of southern
California and the peninsula of
Baja California; and to inspire
in all a respect for nature

and the environment.

STREET ADDRESS

San Diego Natural History Museum
1788 El Prado, Balboa Park

San Diego, CA 92101

MAILING ADDRESS

San Diego Natural History Museum
P.O. Box 121390

San Diego, CA 92112-1390

SDNAT.ORG
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