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Dear Museum friends,

Every year, the value of our 145-year-old collection
grows, and our research is increasingly vital,
especially in the face of global species loss. Our
talented staff and volunteers are dedicated to our
region, and share a pride in our environmental
stewardship. | am pleased to present this impact
report detailing some of the many actions we

are taking to promote healthy and diverse
ecosystems in this corner of the world we are
fortunate to call home.

Field-based scientific studies form the heart of
our activities, and it was a banner field season
due to prolific winter rains. In addition to individual
studies throughout Southern California and the
Baja California Peninsula, our scientists organized
a major binational expedition to survey islands

in the Gulf of California, many of which had

not been assessed by biologists for 60 years.
With colleagues in Mexican non-governmental
organizations and the Mexican government, we
completed a study of conservation priorities in
the Baja peninsula.

Back home in Balboa Park, we continued to make
the Museum a vibrant, enticing, and informative
place. With new exhibits and displays on view

in previously empty corridors, we are extending
the museum experience throughout our public
spaces. Summer evening hours on the rooftop have
operated near or at capacity, and engaged new
visitors who can’t visit during our regular hours.

Our efforts to expand museum access have taken
flight. Our free family admissions through Museums
for All skyrocketed, and we added summer camp
scholarships. We provided field trip funding

for 7,000 schoolchildren, although the demand

is much greater than our funding. We continue to
digitize collections records and library holdings,
making our material widely available online.

We are also pleased to share our love of the
outdoors. Our Canyoneers and Whalers
lead hikes and whale watching expeditions.
Our leadership of City Nature Challenge
and participation in other BioBlitz efforts
encourages everyone to get outside and
take a closer look at the nature around us.

History is in our name, yet we constantly
look to the future. Our Evolutionary
Venture Fund helped us integrate creativity
and innovation into operations, funding
staff-generated ideas. By embracing
reasonable risk and becoming a more
agile organization, we will be better
able to face future opportunities and
challenges. Our program received
national recognition this year from the
American museum community as a
model for innovation.

Our generous supporters, members,
volunteers, and staff made all of
this possible. It is a remarkable
community, and all contribute

to our success.

Sincerely,

JUDY GRADWOHL
PRESIDENT AND CEO




In a binational effort with Mexican
colleagues, our researchers surveyed
15 southern Gulf of California islands
for the first time in 60 years. The trip
resulted in 144 new botanical records,
range extensions for some of the
islands’ herpetological inhabitants,
and at least one new species of insect.
These observations and new findings
are critical to future conservation and
management efforts.




Monitoring Biodiversity and Change on the Gulf Islands

Ranging in size from small islets of mostly
barren rock to large mountainous monoliths
home to unique plants and animals, the
islands of the Gulf of California have long
called to researchers and conservationists.

Early expeditions to the islands by
researchers from the Museum, the
University of California, and the California
Academy of Sciences were critical in
calling attention to these unique biological
gems, ultimately resulting in the Mexican
government first declaring the islands as a
wildlife refuge in 1978 and their designation
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2005.

Now, 40 years after that first declaration,
the islands of the Gulf of California are
protected, yet they have not been studied
by scientists in more than 60 years. The
Museum, along with colleagues from
Mexico, launched a research expedition
to the southern islands of the Gulf of
California. Departing from Cabo San
Lucas on November 8, 2018, the team
spent 13 days exploring 15 islands,
assessing the presence of terrestrial
species at each location.

Led by Drs. Exequiel Ezcurra and Sula
Vanderplank, and endorsed by the National
Commission for Biodiversity in Mexico, the
expedition was fueled by the passion of a
binational team of botanists, herpetologists,

mammalogists, entomologists, and
ornithologists. Captained by Art Taylor,

the 95-foot Searcher motored up the Gulf
with brief stops at Islas San Marcos and San
Francisco before reaching the expedition’s
northernmost destination, Isla Tortuga, a
dormant volcano that is home to arguably
the greatest density of rattlesnakes on

the planet.

Ricocheting between islands on the
southward return, the expedition team
accomplished all of their goals and more.
The botany team documented 144 new
records of plants previously unknown to
occur on one or more of the islands. This
was a critical step in the completion of

a detailed botanical database for all the
islands of northwestern Mexico.

Despite less than ideal weather conditions,
the herpetology team was able to observe
25 of the 57 species known from the
visited islands. These included two new
range extensions, a Western Patch-

nosed Snake (Salvadora hexalepis) on

Isla Carmen and the Peninsular Leaf-toed
Gecko (Phyllodactylus nocticolus) on the
small island of Isla Las Galeras Este. The
expedition also yielded the discovery

of new species, as the entomology

team observed what appears to be an
undescribed species of lacebug feeding
on a native passionflower.

Despite their conservation status,
these islands are not without problems.
The presence of feral cats, goats,

and cattle continue to degrade these
fragile ecosystems. Likewise, the team
documented the presence of invasive
species of plants that appear to be
relatively newly established and thus
could be more likely to be successfully
eradicated before they alter the
ecosystems further.

These discoveries and observations

are currently being shared with
Mexican governmental agencies and
conservationists to help inform future
management decisions. Meanwhile,
museum researchers and colleagues are
preparing for another trip to the islands
in spring 2021. Their goal: to establish
long-term ecological monitoring plots
on three key islands so conservationists
don’t have to wait another 60 years to
see how the islands have changed.




ldentifying the Biggest Conservation
Priorities in Baja California

The peninsula of Baja California is a
special place biologically, with many
species found nowhere else on earth.
Despite our knowledge of its unique
species richness and endemism, it has
often been challenging for conservation
organizations to assemble good
scientific data to provide a high-level,
landscape view of areas of greatest
conservation importance.

This past year, The Nat took the first

step in addressing this issue through

a collaborative process with dozens

of academic researchers, government
agencies, and conservationists throughout
our region. We combined expert knowledge
gained through workshops in Ensenada,
La Paz, and San Diego with over 630,000
records of birds, plants, mammals, reptiles,
amphibians, scorpions, and freshwater fish
to create the most complete synthesis of
biodiversity data to date, in this region.

An early result? Maps synthesizing the
data are already available for conservation
organizations interested in science-based
decision making. These maps show total
biodiversity documented, and density of
native, non-native, endemic, and endangered
species. The maps show us what we do
know, but perhaps more importantly, they
indicate major gaps in knowledge. Vast
areas of the peninsula remain unexplored,
or haven’t been visited by scientists in the
past 50 years. The Museum is using this
information to identify areas for future
exploration and discovery.
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The conservation community needs
biodiversity data that can aid decision-
making. For this reason we are partnering
with data scientists from UC Berkeley and
Mexico’s Commission for the Knowledge
and Use of Biodiversity (CONABIO) to fill
in the knowledge gaps using computer
models. These models use our existing
data and combine them with environmental
and geologic data to predict which species
might be found in unexplored areas.

This project demonstrates the critical role
natural history museums play as keepers
of the ecological record, and how that
record can be combined with modern data
analysis to better conserve this region we
call home.

In order to determine the most critical areas for
conservation efforts in Baja California—which

included identifying areas with the most significant
knowledge gaps—we created an intense collaborative
effort with multiple conservation groups and agencies
in Mexico and California. Over 630,000 records of
plants, birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and other
species have been synthesized into a coherent picture
of the regional biodiversity for the very first time. This

will allow researchers to see the “big picture” and focus
on areas of greatest importance.




The conservation community
needs biodiversity data for
decision-making now.




: . A lot happens behind the scenes at the Museum,
Pa | S1@, M on |tO r's. The U Nnsu ﬂg but the work done by our Paleo Monitors is so

: far behind the scenes that sometimes even
H e FOeS O]C S C | e ﬂ Ce museum staff are surprised to learn about
their work.

The Museum’s PaleoServices Department
works with government agencies and
the private sector across California to
salvage, conserve, and document the
important fossils that preserve the
history of our region.

The staff who serve as Paleontological
Field Monitors are the boots on the
ground in this effort. They spend almost
100 percent of their time on construction

sites watching carefully for fossils to be
uncovered. Ultimately, they save our
paleontological heritage before it
gets covered in concrete or ground
into backfill.

This is not Hollywood-style paleontology
with graduate students delicately
excavating a velociraptor claw. These
are construction sites with monitors
working around dangerous heavy
machinery. John Pfanner and
Evan Martin have been with the
Museum for twenty and five years,
respectively. They share both the
excitement and challenges of
working on construction sites.

“The one thing we all look for on
every job site is the equipment,”
explains John Pfanner. “Very large,

N very dangerous, and unforgiving.
Our Paleo Monitors are critical “first responders” who are responsible for spotting | It is imperative to stay out of the
potential fossil remains at local construction sites. Their expert attention to detail way and stay safe.”

and experience in salvaging specimens before they are crushed under earth moving

equipment contribute to our extensive knowledge of local paleontological history. While watching out of the

corner of their eyes for dozers



and graders, their main mission is
finding fossils turned up in the wake
of heavy construction.

“I look for unusual colors or shapes

that stand out against the surrounding
sediment,” Martin said. He explains that
white or bright red oxidation are often
good indicators of fossils. Bone and shell
can often be bright white. Mollusk traces
are often red or orange from the weathering
away of their shells, as are many plant
fossils. Shape is useful too. In an area with
lots of rounded rocks, an angular bone
fragment will stand out. Likewise, a round
clam or spiraled snail will stick out in a
sediment containing angular rocks.

“Different areas of the region consist of
sediments of different ages. Based on our
collective experience, we usually have a
good idea of what to expect where we are
working,” adds Pfanner. “Some areas are

Milestone Accomplishment

Tom Demeré

This year we celebrated Curator of Paleontology
and Director of PaleoServices Dr. Tom Deméré’s
40th anniversary of working at the Museum.

During his tenure thousands of fossils have

been salvaged from active construction sites
and conserved by the Museum. Those fossils

serve as the backbone of Fossil Mysteries,
which Tom curated, inspiring thousands of

visitors since the exhibition opened in 2006.

Tom has excelled at bringing together
multidisciplinary teams to generate
amazing results. Among his many scientific

bleak and lack fossil resources, and
other areas hit fossils with every pass
of the grader.”

Some of their favorite fossil finds might

be surprising. Pfanner’s most memorable
discoveries are impressions of leaves, as
they can tell us a lot about the environment
from their time period. “Also, | can’t forget
the coprolites (paleo fecal matter) from
Kelly Ranch in Carlsbad—they were very
visual. So much so the city inspector didn’t
want to handle them despite their millions
of years in age!”

These Paleo Monitors don’t just find
fossilized feces. They also discover the
animals that deposited them. Martin recalls
some memorable finds, “A mysticete
(whale) mandible near SDSU, a bivalve
trace fossil from the Scripps Formation
that a researcher recently published on,
and a microfossil assemblage from Rancho

Penasquitos that yielded primate and
bat teeth.”

Although mostly unseen—except by
construction workers on job sites
throughout our region— these Paleo
Monitors make significant scientific,
educational, and financial impacts on

our organization. In the last fiscal year, the
Department of PaleoServices generated
$1,264,000 in revenue to support the
research and collections of the Museum.

Little do our visitors know, more than

95 percent of the fossils on display

are collected by Paleo Monitors. More
importantly, the Monitors are saving our
collective history from destruction, giving
those fossils a “forever home” in service
of research and education.

accomplishments, his research on baleen whale
evolution is internationally recognized. Most

recently, Tom was thrust into the limelight as

the public face of an international team that

set back the peopling of the Americas by over

100,000 years with the discovery of the
Cerutti Mastodon site.

Tom does all of these things with poise,
professionalism, humility, and humor,

making him beloved by all at the Museum

and beyond. Congratulations, Tom!




Biodiversity Research Center
of the Californias Associates

BIRDS AND MAMMALS
RESEARCH ASSOCIATES
Ms. Susan Arter

Dr. Christopher Clark

Dr. Horacio de la Cueva Salcedo
Dr. James Diffendorfer

Mr. Richard A. Erickson

Dr. Marilyn Fogel

Dr. Jennifer Gee

Dr. Alan Harper

Dr. Jeffrey L. Lincer

Dr. Eric Mellink

Dr. Michael A Patten

Dr. Amadeo M. Rea

Dr. Aaron Sasson

Dr. Wayne D. Spencer

Mr. Christopher Swarth

Dr. Howard H. Thomas

BIRDS AND MAMMALS
DEPARTMENTAL ASSOCIATE
Ms. Samantha Marcum

BOTANY RESEARCH
ASSOCIATES

Dr. José Delgadillo Rodriguez
Dr. José Luis Ledn de la Luz
Dr. Michael S. Mayer

Dr. Pedro Pefa Garcillan

Dr. Michael G. Simpson

Dr. Sula Vanderplank

Dr. Peter Vroom
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BOTANY DEPARTMENTAL
ASSOCIATES

Dr. Ken Bowles*

Mr. John La Grange

Ms. Margaret Mulligan

Mr. Jim Rocks

BOTANY FIELD ASSOCIATES
Mr. Larry Hendrickson

Ms. Victoria Marshall

Mr. Warren Schmidtmann

BRCC RESEARCH
ASSOCIATES

Dr. Exequiel Ezcurra

Dr. Xavier Lopez-Medellin
Dr. Enriqueta Velarde

Dr. Elisabet Wehncke

COLLECTION CARE
ASSOCIATE
Dr. Paisley Cato

ENTOMOLOGY RESEARCH
ASSOCIATES

Dr. John Brown

Mr. David K. Faulkner
Dr. Matthew Graham
Dr. Marshal C. Hedin

Dr. Maria Luisa Jiménez
Dr. Daniel Marshalek
Dr. Geoffrey Morse

Dr. Tomas M. Mustelin
Dr. James Zahniser

ENTOMOLOGY
DEPARTMENTAL ASSOCIATES
Mr. Michael Klein

Mr. Ron McPeak

Ms. Daniela E. Ramirez C.

HERPETOLOGY RESEARCH
ASSOCIATES

Dr. Charles Crumly

Dr. Patricia Galina

Dr. Lee Grismer

Dr. William Presch

Dr. Todd Reeder

Dr. Gorgonio Ruiz Campos

HERPETOLOGY
DEPARTMENTAL ASSOCIATES
Ms. Anny Peralta Garcia

Mr. Clark Mahrdt

Mr. Richard Schwenkmeyer

Mr. Angelo Soto-Centeno

Mr. Jorge Valdez Villavicencio
Mr. Dustin Wood

LIBRARY EMERITUS
Ms. Carol Barsi

LIBRARY DEPARTMENTAL
ASSOCIATE

Dr. Reed Pierce

* Deceased

MARINE INVERTEBRATES
RESEARCH ASSOCIATE
Dr. Joel Martin

MARINE INVERTEBRATES
DEPARTMENTAL ASSOCIATES
Mrs. Carole M. Hertz

Mr. Larry Loveall

MINERALOGY ASSOCIATE
Mrs. Pamela Bruder

PALEONTOLOGY RESEARCH
ASSOCIATES

Dr. J. David Archibald

Dr. Annalisa Berta

Dr. Michelangelo Bisconti
Dr. Robert M. Chandler
Dr. Eric Ekdale

Dr. Steven Holen

Dr. Paul Murphey

Dr. Charles L. Powell

Dr. Donald R. Prothero
Mr. Robert Reynolds

Dr. Hugh M. Wagner

PALEONTOLOGY
DEPARTMENT ASSOCIATES
Mr. Richard Cerutti

Ms. H. Patricia Don Vito

Ms. Carol Stadum



Science in Service to Conservation

The global state of biodiversity has
become a topic of great scientific

interest. In May 2019 the 450-member
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
(IPBES) released a comprehensive

report documenting a drastic decline in
biological diversity that is occurring faster
than at any time in human history. This
international phenomenon is also apparent
locally, and here at the Museum we are
committed to documenting and preserving
our remaining regional biodiversity.

Dr. Michael Wall, vice president of
science and conservation and curator

of entomology, has been leading our
efforts to boost awareness about regional
biodiversity. In February 2019 he convened
the Museum’s second annual State of
Biodiversity Symposium. During this
one-day event, binational panels of experts
gathered to discuss the topics of climate
change impacts on biodiversity; measuring
and conserving regional endemism; public
awareness and engagement around
regional biodiversity; and restoration

and recovery strategies for conservation
reliant species. The broad audience for

this event included students and academic
researchers, conservation scientists,

governmental public land managers,
and interested citizen scientists. The
diverse and large audience underscores
the importance of our pursuit of this
mission driven work.

Dr. Wall expanded the conversation on

regional and global biodiversity and

connected with an even larger audience

through the publication of an op-ed in the

San Diego Union-Tribune. While referencing

the dire message of IPBES report—and noting the
local loss of biodiversity—he explained that we can
also see the success of conservation efforts. The op-ed
encourages readers to understand the consequences
of our actions and how we have the power to influence
what happens next for the planet. Dr. Wall used these
platforms to promote the importance of the societal
changes necessary to tackle the global problem of
biodiversity loss.

Through these projects, we are continuing
to promote hypothesis-driven scientific
research about the biodiversity of
Southern California and the
peninsula of Baja California, and
we are making a concerted effort
to share this information with
everyone in our regional and
global community.

In a timely response to recent reports documenting drastic species
decline worldwide, we have placed public awareness of our local
conservation needs front and center. Activities like hosting the State
of Biodiversity Symposium and partnering with local media to tell
these stories help increase awareness of these important issues

and conversations.
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s subsisting on tight budgets
often don’t prioritize taking risks and
“experimenting with new ideas. Yet,
museums that don’t do these things will
struggle to adapt to changing conditions
or grow beyond their current scale.
At The Nat, we established an internal
venture fund to encourage a risk-tolerant
and creative atmosphere and develop
longer-term strategies for building
audiences and earned revenue. While
we envisioned the program as beneficial,
we did not anticipate the depth and
breadth of cultural change it would ignite.

With a set of goals and challenges framed
by our updated Strategy Roadmap, along
with a tight budget, we turned to a local
foundation that graciously granted us

$175,000 to start the EVF. All staff were
invited to submit proposals, which were
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whether the work could be sustalned
after project completion.

Over the past two years and several round
of proposals, more than 14 projects have
been funded and executed, including an
art cart, escape room, rooftop refresh,
botanical specimen scanner, and visitor
survey. Some are creating new sources of
earned revenue for the Museum, including
the escape room, rooftop refresh, and

a temporary conversion of the traveling
exhibition gallery into meeting and event
space. And while some of the projects
stopped after the funding ended, others
evolved into new programs supported by
the general operating budget or

revenue generation.

While not without its challenges-including

the limitations of time from staff who

are also focusing on operations—we saw
immediate benefits from multidisciplinary
teams and new energy in staff who didn’t
usually develop museum content. The
Evolutionary Venture as been a
powerful change a
awakening an entre
helping them bette

al spirit in staff,

demonst tir ng
teams, zid.
previou
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Volunteer Awards

25 YEARS

Pamela Hartwell, Covey
Carol Telle, Docent
Ann Uri, Docent

Greg Williams

15 YEARS

Susan Linn, Docent

Jenny McReynolds, Docent

Stephen Munzinger, Canyoneer

Nancy Nenow, Parabotanist

Phillip Roullard, Parabotanist, Exhibits,
Entomology, Birds, Mammals, and Botany

Nancy Sams, Docent

Chris Schaefer, Docent

Jeanne Shenkman, Covey

10 YEARS

Debbie Burnett, Whaler
Carol Filloon, Docent
Gerald Green, Parabotanist
Lynne Grenfell, Botany
Frances Heath, Whaler
Mary Lueking, Canyoneer
Eva McCatty, Canyoneer
Judythe Roberts, Docent
Mary Ellen Walther, Botany

5 YEARS

Martha Alden, Botany

Pam Barratt, Docent

Alan Berlin, Administration
Andrew Currie, Canyoneer

Irina Fridman, Docent

Sam Gabriel, Canyoneer

Jorgiann Holmes, Whaler

Nichta Hopps, Birds and Mammals
Jeanine Kleeman, Docent

Joal Mayer, Docent

Alyssa Semerdjian, Birds and Mammals
Donna Zoll, Canyoneer

Volunteering: A Lifelong Opportunity
for Nature and Science Lovers

At The Nat, we welcome children and
adults of all ages, not only as visitors but
also as volunteers. The Museum accepts
volunteers as young as 9 years old when
volunteering with a parent. Our first
youth volunteers were 9-year-old twin
boys, Maddox and Jack Macy. The boys
were homeschooled students, and their
mother was looking for an opportunity
that would give them more social
interaction. They were shy at first but
quickly got into the swing of things and
looked forward to coming in each week.

Serving as NATuralists is a perfect fit for
these parent/child teams. The NATuralists
engage our visitors with fun, interactive
games that create “sticky moments”

we hope stay with our visitors long
after they leave. The young volunteers
are stationed in our exhibitions, where
they engage visitors through interactive
games such as “scat match” or animal
camouflage. There are 10 parent/child
pairs volunteering as NATuralists, with
both fathers and mothers working
alongside their children.

Once a volunteer reaches 16, there

are other opportunities to serve,
including summer camp and high school
internships. Summer camp aides ensure
campers have a fun and safe experience.
For internships, the Museum has
relationships with several high schools
in San Diego and has become a
destination for learning about nature,

by working behind the scenes with

our scientists. Interns assist in Botany,
Entomology, and Paleontology by

mounting plants, sorting insects, and
preparing fossil specimens.

Young adults seek out opportunities

to enhance their learning (and their
resumes). Our science departments offer
plenty of enriching tasks, and young
adults are eager to help. For some it
clarifies their goals, and many go on

to pursue degrees in biology, geology,
zooarcheology, entomology, or zoology.
For volunteers who work in a traditional
weekday job, both the Whalers and
Canyoneers offer weekend volunteering.

Retirement is another ideal time to
volunteer, and The Nat is a popular
choice. Approximately 38 percent of our
volunteers are over 55, and our oldest

are well into their 90s. Many choose the
science departments, and we have other
senior volunteers working in the galleries,
leading hikes, educating schoolchildren,
and sharing their love of whales with
passengers on the Adventure Hornblower.
Productive engagement is essential

as we age, and The Nat offers many
opportunities for that engagement. Look
no further than Bill Barbour, our resident
ambassador, who turned 90 this year.

He comes in twice a week to charm our
visitors with quizzes, and tales of some of
the unique specimens in Unshelved: Cool
Stuff from Storage.

Volunteers are essential to the Museum

and everyone has something to offer, no
matter what age.
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Going Digital: Increasing the Value of Natural History Collections

Natural history collections have immense
scientific importance. They are time
capsules that tell us about current and
past life, and even can help develop
predictions for the future. Plant and
animal specimens, along with their
associated data (where, when, and the
conditions surrounding their collection),
represent an incredible repository of
information on biodiversity, ecosystems,
and natural resources. The same holds
true for the items housed in our Research
Library—from field notes to photographs
to items in our Rare Book Room.

This is why the Museum is committed to
digitizing as much of our collection as
possible. These resources include original
field notes and photographs made by
naturalists in the early days of the San
Diego Society of Natural History, as well
as historic images from our photograph
collection: large glass plate negatives from
the late 1800s, plus many more snapshots,
prints, film negatives, and 35mm slides.

Digital versions of photo scrapbooks and
field notes of early collecting trips into
Baja California are particularly compelling.
Some date back to the late 1800s and tell
a dramatic story of the physical challenges
faced by our early naturalists when
exploring remote areas across the border.
At that time, the plants and animals of our
binational region were largely unknown
and undescribed, so the region represented
a tantalizing adventure beckoning to
curious and intrepid pioneering naturalists,
such as Frank Stephens, Charles Orcutt,
and Rosa Smith Eigenmann.
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The documents and images in our archives
are not just of interest for their historical
value or factual documentation of “the
way things used to be.” They are strikingly
relevant today. They present an important
resource for current ecologists and other
scientists, who may be documenting the
impact of changing habitats or climate, or
seeking to understand if an endangered or
rare species that was found in the past may
still exist, or has actually vanished. Several
species of plants and animals have recently
been “re-discovered” by our research

staff, and early field notes have proven
remarkably useful in this effort.

Several public platforms make the digitized
resources easily searchable and available.
The Online Archive of California (oac.cdlib.
org), is a treasure trove of free access

for more than 200 of the state’s most
extensive archival institutions, including
The Nat. One example of a document

that might be used by researchers
documents a trip to Baja California taken
in collaboration with Mexican scientists in
1923. The digitized typescript and black
and white photographs lifted from field
journals literally paint a picture of what
that expedition was like.

Expanding beyond California, the Internet
Archive (archive.org) is international in
scope, and now includes 86 sets of field
notes from The Nat. We also provide
important resources to the Biodiversity
Heritage Library (biodiversitylibrary.

org), the world’s largest open access
digital library for biodiversity literature
and archives. Currently we have a total

of 20,848 pages of field notes available
there. These archives are far from dusty
items thrown in an attic. The physical
specimens in our research collections
provide tremendous value, and digitizing
them increases that value exponentially.
Having specimen records digitized and
images online makes the collection easily
searchable and accessible around the
world. Between the three digital platforms
and information on our own website, we
are reaching a worldwide community of
scholars, historians, researchers, and the
general public, allowing them a virtual view
of our formerly inaccessible resources.

Early field notes, photographs,
and other primary sources in
the Research Library’s archive
serve as signposts for today’s
researchers. Digitizing and
sharing these resources
publicly has revealed
them to the international
audience for the

first time.
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A museum visit can inspire the
development of new skills and
interests, ignite creativity, and enrich
social connections. But not everyone
has the means to visit. This is why the
San Diego Natural History Museum
joined Museums for All, a national
initiative to provide free general
admission to individuals and families
who receive federally or state-funded
food assistance.

In our first program year, we
welcomed nearly 1,000 members of
the community, and in our second year
we welcomed over 4,000 visitors. For
many guests, this was their first visit
to The Nat.

While Resident Free Days (the first
Tuesday of each month) offer no-cost
admission to those living in San Diego
County, Museums for All lets families
and individuals experience the Museum
any time, whenever is convenient
for them. Museums for All is a
national, branded access program
that encourages individuals of all
backgrounds to visit museums
regularly and build lifelong

In our first full program year, we welcomed 1,000 members of the
community, and our second year we welcomed over 4,000 visitors.
For many guests, this was their first visit to The Nat.

Equitable Access for All

museum habits. It is a way to
broaden our visitor base and reach
out to underserved communities
by addressing financial barriers

to visitation.

But being welcoming is more than
being free. We strive to ensure that
guests feel welcome and valued when
they are here. As Museum guests
explore, they learn all we have to offer.

During spring 2019, a family visited
The Nat for the first time through
Museums for All and learned that

we offer Summer Camp scholarships.
The parents were eager to apply, and
ultimately the children were awarded
full tuition for one week of camp
where they experienced enrichment
activities that fostered a passion for
their environment. This family was
grateful to the donors and staff making
it possible for families to enjoy these
quality programs regardless of their
ability to pay.

Opportunities like Museums for All and
camp scholarships were made possible
through the support of our members,
donors, and partners.Generous
philanthropic efforts go beyond
dollars raised; the Museum
ensures we are supporting

one another in our community.

>

>
./
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You Asked, We Answered:
Meeting the Needs of Our Visitors

Is it possible for a museum to serve

children and provides parents and caregivers
everyone? That is our tough mandate a comfortable place to hang out with their
throughout the museum industry, given little ones.

that visitors come from every walk of life,
educational background, physical ability, Another long-term challenge was the
and age. We always look for ways to meet absence of a dedicated gems and minerals
our visitors where their interests lie. The hall—especially after the 2012 departure of
more relevant and satisfying someone the temporary exhibition All That Glitters.
finds a visit to the Museum, the more they We have extraordinarily beautiful and
will gain from the experience. Our goal is intriguing specimens in our mineralogy
relevance and connection, while serving collection, and our goal was to put them
our mission. on public display for the long term. Yet
our available galleries are meant to house
We have listened to our visitors and grown rotating exhibitions that change every few
our programming over many years to be years. The solution? Utilize the previously
responsive, but there were a few areas empty space near the elevators on every
where we still fell short. We opened two one of the five floors, which amounted to
exhibitions last year, The Backyard and 2,000 square feet and formed an innovative
Hidden Gems, which spoke directly to

vertical exhibition experience.
answering these needs.
Hidden Gems, which opened in November
A dinosaur-themed play space in our 2018, takes visitors on a journey across five
Atrium served the needs of parents and

Museum floors. While the exhibits can be
our youngest guests for years. But as our

experienced in any order, each floor displays
programming and amenities expanded, objects that deliver on a different theme:
A ] the play space needed a new home. fluorescence, birthstones, gems of San Diego
C reatl n g CO m m U n |ty County, the value and application of minerals,
A solution was offered when we
at The Nat

and geologic diversity.
reclaimed an underutilized classroom

to house The Backyard. Opened in

Exploring exhibitions is just one way visitors July 2018, this gallery provides a
engage with The Nat. Our expansive program

This approach allowed The Nat to deliver on
several visitor expectations: showcase gems
dedicated and enclosed space for our and minerals on a long-term basis, activate
youngest visitors (ages 0-5), who can previously underutilized spaces, and retain
explore in a safe environment and the ability to host rotating exhibitions in
learn about nature through creative more traditional galleries.

toys and interactive spaces. With

its homey familiarity, it delights the

offerings encourage guests to appreciate the
natural world in the manner through which
they feel most connected.
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Trending Living The Nat Life.

Visitors are looking for different ways to
explore the places and subjects they
love. The Nat may document the past

and present, but investment in our
future requires breaking a few museum
stereotypes. How can we let people
know we’re not a dusty old museum?
How can we balance education and
entertainment? And what can we offer
to people who work during the day
when we are typically open?

After-hours programming creates
special opportunities for adult
audiences as well as families.
Offered three times per year,

Outdoor Enthusiasts Get out...side!

The Nat is far more than what goes on within
our museum walls. As we are fond of saying,
we believe nature is the biggest exhibition of
all. Outdoor enthusiasts enjoy and actively
explore the natural world, and appreciate
the natural science connections we provide.
These individuals can support the Museum,
its programs, and conservation efforts
without ever stepping inside our doors.

watching off the San Diego coast,
complete with Museum Whalers who

help point out marine life.

goes offshore with whale watching tours.
The Museum collaborates with Hornblower
Cruises to provide gray and blue whale

provide interpretative information and

Outdoor enthusiasts are also burgeoning

the Secret Society of Adultologists

offers full access to the Museum through
science, entertainment, food, and drink. Our
summertime Nat at Night series draws people
who can’t—or prefer not to—visit during the
day. They can enjoy less crowded galleries,
participate in pop science trivia, and enjoy a
drink, dinner, and the view from the rooftop.

Breaking stereotypes about how visitors
engage with collections, Escape The Nat

is one of—if not the only—museum escape
room in California. Entertainment is education
in these environments, and the best lessons
are learned with gusto.

W

R

South Fortuna

Summit

Elevation »
1094 £,

One such example is the Canyoneers
program. Rain or shine, trained volunteers
and citizen scientists lead nature hikes for
a curious, nature-loving audience. These
hikes are not only fun, they teach people
about the plants, animals, and habitats of
San Diego County. This engagement also

citizen scientists who help us document
biodiversity while they’re outside, through
events like Snapshot CalCoast, Border
BioBlitz, and City Nature Challenge. The
2019 Challenge alone resulted in 38,242
observations of 2,800 species, and had
1,188 individuals engaged with the

natural world beyond museum walls.




Science Lovers For the |love of science.

(Liven up your brain.)

Museums are becoming increasingly
important as people look for trusted sources
of information-studies have indicated that
Americans trust museums more than just

about any other source of information.

Those wanting to take a deeper dive into
the latest scientific research, conservation
efforts, and 21st century environmental
issues have opportunities aplenty at The
Nat. The Biodiversity Research Center of
the Californias forms the beating heart of
information and research, providing
content for our education programs and
exhibitions in addition to conducting
important research in the fields of
paleontology, botany, and entomology,
to name a few. However this work has

Family Friendlies
Greetings to parents! (And kids.)

not always been shared with our museum
audiences. Efforts are underway to bring this
research to the forefront, where the public can not
only access the work being done, but participate.

Citizen science projects give people the
opportunity to work alongside scientists and
actively contribute to current studies. A recent
project focused on setting and monitoring traps
for the invasive Shot Hole Borer Beetle. Programs
like Natural History 101 and Nat Talks provide
opportunities to meet the people behind the
research, and learn directly from them.

Participation in our research grows our
community’s stake in our work, creating greater
trust of the Museum and developing a solid
understanding of our environment and science.

Providing a welcoming environment for children
and youth is what foments a life-long love

of museums and learning, but the reality is
children are not the ones driving themselves
to Balboa Park. Parents are always seeking
productive, safe, and engaging environments
for their children. The Nat checks all the boxes
parents need: quality engagement, stimulation,
flexible possibilities for all family members to
enjoy (exhibits featuring different subjects,
films, programs), and—as anyone with young
kids knows is critical—accessible bathrooms!
Programs like Spring Fling speak to all these
needs with a full week of activities that blend

art and science. Highlighting our science
departments, there are hands-on activities,
mini tours, live animal encounters, and plenty
of opportunities for parents and children to
learn together. Family Days offer a similar
experience once a month during the school
year. Joy is sparked in numerous corners of
the Museum, including the formerly barren
education corridor we now affectionately
call the Pollinator Hallway. Here, cubbies
for school groups resemble a honeycomb,
and family style portraits of insect faces
line the walls before opening up into

The Backyard.




Collections

~8 Mmillion

total number of specimens
BIRDS

411

New specimens collected

51,317

Total specimens
MAMMALS

193

New specimens collected

25,359

Total specimens
ENTOMOLOGY

41,529

New specimens collected

1142,729

Total specimens
PALEONTOLOGY

24,730

New specimens collected

1,487,032

Total specimens

RESEARCH LIBRARY

56,000

Volumes
MARINE INVERTEBRATES

5 million

Total Specimens

HERPETOLOGY

120

New specimens collected

76,451

Total specimens
BOTANY

7,254

New specimens collected

272,741

Total specimens
MINERALOGY

15,000

Total specimens

Visitation

people visited the Museum

website visits (64% from mobile devices)

Public Programs

NATURE TO YOU LOAN LIBRARY

loans reaching 144,429 people

SCHOOL PROGRAMS

programs reaching 20,066 people

FAMILY AND PUBLIC PROGRAMS

programs serving 8,034 participants

MUSEUM ACCESS FUNDS

students from Title 1 schools served

MUSEUMS FOR ALL

recieved free admission when
presenting an EBT card

Social Media

ﬁ ILGH y followers
followers u subscribers

Volunteers

/50

total volunteers

55,745

total volunteer hours

$1,670,120

Dollar value of volunteer hours
(per Bureau of Labor Statistics)

CANYONEERS

led 71 hikes for 1,547 people

led 20 school hikes for 566 students

DOCENTS

reached 4,880 students and

chaperones with 201 programs

WHALERS

reached 25,81 3 passengers

on 265 cruises through
Hornblower Cruises and Events

A8 NATuralists

used interactive games and crafts to
engage guests at the Museum

35 high school students

volunteered for winter and summer camps

11 high school and college students
completed internships
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Financials

The Museum experienced positive
financial and operational results for the
fiscal year ended June 30, 2019. We
continue to implement the Museum’s
Strategy Roadmap, and our resources are
focused on our visitors, members, staff,
and volunteers. We are looking to make
transformational change by creating the
space and opportunity to innovate and try
new things. This commitment is integral to
our success in helping to drive sustainable
financial success and create memorable
experiences for our guests.

The Museum'’s financial model continues
to focus on a mix of revenue sources
that allows for greater financial

stability throughout the year. Among
these, admissions, contributions, and
paleontological and biological consulting

services are the highest revenue producers.

While the Museum’s total revenue
decreased in FY 2019, we nevertheless
finished the year with a small operating
surplus of $245,403 before depreciation.
This was due in no small part to a growth
of $206,216, or 15.7%, in auxiliary activities,
which include food and beverage services,
retail merchandise, educational programs,
and facility rentals for special events. The
most notable improvement was in food
and beverage services, profits for which
grew by 35% compared to the prior year.

Enhancing the experience of our visitors
is essential to maintaining and increasing
their support. The generous gifts provided
by our visitors and long-standing donors
allow the Museum to balance its operating
budget, invest in its staff, develop its

programs, and improve its facilities. The

Nat welcomed 371,969 visitors in FY 2019,
surpassing our budgeted expectations. As a
result, admissions and membership revenue
of $3,029,677 remained a large source of
our unrestricted operating funds. While
traveling exhibitions have contributed to
the Museum’s earned revenue in past years,
they were also very costly to deliver, a
dichotomy that led to our strategic decision
to focus on core exhibitions developed by
our in-house staff. This has proven to be

a tactically sound decision, as operating
expenses remained relatively constant last
year, while the number of admissions and
resulting revenue saw a healthy increase.

During FY 2019, The Nat raised $3,341,380
in support of its operations, programs,
capital improvements, and endowment
across the program service areas of
research, education, and exhibits. Overall,
revenue from contributions and net assets
released from restrictions decreased by
$1,573,395 when compared to prior year.
This was due in large part to receiving

an extraordinary unrestricted bequest

of $1 million in FY 2018, which led to
contributions revenue returning to a more
typical level. Finally, paleontological and
biological consulting services, along with
grant income, accounted for $2,746,667,
or 26%, of the Museum’s revenue.

The Museum’s strong financial performance
is also demonstrated by its balance

sheet. Although net assets decreased by
$526,347 in FY 2019, cash increased by
$256,211, while the value of the Museum’s
endowment rose to $20.6 million.

In addition, we invested $217,269 to fund
capital improvement projects to meet
critical infrastructure needs. Our fiscal
2019 financial results are reported in
detail in our audited financial statements,
which are posted on our website.

The foundation for all our achievements
and future endeavors is a continued
focus on establishing sound financial
management, disciplined investment,

and thoughtful planning. Significant
progress was made last year to advance
the Museum'’s goals. This year we will
continue analyzing many of our programs
and operations in order to ensure their
efficiency, effectiveness, and financial
sustainability. The Nat is not immune to the
challenges faced by other museums and
cultural institutions nationwide. However,
our careful stewardship of donor funds
over the long term, our continued growth
in unrestricted earned revenue streams,
and our improvements in operational
management will ensure that the Museum
remains on sound financial footing and is
positioned to achieve its aspirations. We
will succeed because of our bold vision,
resilience, and connection to the region
we serve.

MARK OROZCO
CFO/COO
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29%

ADMISSIONS 31%

& MEMBERSH'“ CONTRIBUTIONS*
$3,029,677 $3,341,380

25% Admissions * Indicates a portion of net

O S assets released from
tricti f $1,969,238
4% Memberships restrictions of $

53%
VISITOR EXPERIENCE

peoz 235 OPERATING $6.369,85]1
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$10,639,959
10%
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& GENERAL
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2% Education 7% Grants SCIENCE $66,040
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Read the full FY 2019 audited financial report at sdnat.org/about-us.
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Publications

Research publications are at
the very core of the scientific
process. Isaac Newton noted
“If I have seen further, it

is from standing on the
shoulders of giants.”

When scientific results are not
published, we don’t advance
the field. Through publication,
research is open to the
rigorous critique, testing,
rejection, or verification
necessary for knowledge

to grow.

In this way, our researchers
continue a long tradition
of scientific inquiry at

The Nat and become the
giants of tomorrow.

Bold indicates Museum
research associates.

Italics indicates Museum
staff members.
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Thank You

July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019

We are deeply grateful to the
many donors who supported
the Museum this year through
new gifts and pledge payments.

$100,000 AND ABOVE

City of San Diego Commission
for Arts and Culture
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J. W. Sefton Foundation

Mrs. Christy Walton

Alumbra Innovations Foundation
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Mona Baumgartel
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Downing Family Foundation
JiJi Foundation Fund at the
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Mr. and Mrs. Harley K. Sefton

Estate of Mrs. Margaret Stevenson

Dr. Ann McGowan-Tuskes
and Dr. Paul Tuskes

$5,000-$9,999

Bank of America
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Hologic Charitable Fund
Martha and Gary Jacobson
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Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord Stickney
Strauss Family Foundation

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous (3)

Mr. K. A. Achterkirchen
Walter and Jody Andersen
Ms. Christine A. Baltuth

Mr. Bill Barbour

Ms. Danielle Barger

Eowyn Bates

and Christopher Croom
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Ms. Marilyn Z. Smith

and Dr. Brian J. Smith
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Mr. and Mrs. Kip A. Blickem

Ms. Janise Bond

Miles and Patricia Bowler
Joyce and Paul Brooks

Ms. Sandy Callahan
Mr. Paul Chad

Ms. Yee-Ching Chang

Ms. Christina Chase

The Sahan Daywi Foundation
at the California Community
Foundation at the request of
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Mr. Ray Henderson
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and Dr. M. Kimberly Lowe
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Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Maloy
Dr. Monte Marshall
Harry Martz
Judith L. Mathews
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Ms. Kathleen Mitchell
and Mr. Scott Landis
Ms. Lali Moheno
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Kathy Cusick
and C. Dennis Morgan
Cdr. J. Mark Morgan, USN RET
Mr. Jim Mulvaney, Jr.
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Ms. Teresa A. Norris
and Dr. Richard D. Norris
Ms. Marianne Pfister
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts
Program
Sandra and David Polster
Rojelio Ramos
Jon Rebman, Ph.D.
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Mr. Bill Jones
and Ms. Beth Redmond-Jones
Ms. Michelene Rich
Ms. Mary F. Platter-Rieger
and Mr. John P. Rieger
Mr. Fred Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Rodecker
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Mrs. Carey Sandland
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Sustainability Spotlight:
Installation of 800 LED Lights Saves Energy

How many naturalists does it take to screw These new LED lamps are high quality, with
in a lightbulb? frosted glass tubes and a natural appearing color.
A recent installation of 800 LED retrofit lamps As they moved through the building, the team
throughout the Museum is one of the many also made note of other non-working lights to
things we are doing at The Nat to reduce consider replacing during a future phase. The
our energy use. The Museum worked with Museum will be working with SDG&E to receive
a company that offers retrofit lighting rebates and incentives on these sustainability
installation to replace more than half of the upgrades which will also reduce our annual
fluorescent lamps with LED lamps in both electricity costs.

the public and private areas of the building.
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In Memoriam
Margaret Stevenson

We were sorry to lose Margaret Stevenson,
who passed away on October 15, 2018.
She was a Museum Docent for many
years, starting in 1975. Margaret enjoyed
sharing her love of nature as an outreach
Docent to schools throughout San Diego
County. For many years, she even drove
the Docent van filled with specimens

to share with the children. The Docents
appreciated her wonderful sense of
humor and playful spirit.

Margaret was born in 1933 in Los Angeles,
graduated from Pomona College, and
obtained her Master’s degree and
teaching credential from UC Berkeley. She
and her husband, John, moved to San
Diego after John completed his medical
residency. While raising four children, the
couple traveled extensively by themselves
and took regular family houseboat trips
on Lake Powell. Margaret was quite the
adventurer, boogie boarding well into her
70s. She also volunteered for the League
of Women Voters and the Girl Scouts,
sharing her love of the outdoors.
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Special Events Partners

The Museum offers a unique and memorable
event venue for many throughout the year. To
ensure the success for all events the Museum
partners with a group of exclusive preferred
vendors who are familiar with the Museum
and offer a complete range of services.

AUDIO VISUAL | LIGHTING
Event Technologies Services

CATERING

Abbey Catering & Event Design
Coast Catering
Continental Catering
Creative Catering & Events
Crown Point Catering
Culinary Concepts

Feast On This

Personal Touch Dining
Root Cellar Catering Co
Terra Catering

The French Gourmet

The Wild Thyme Company
TOAST Catering

Urban Kitchen Group

ENTERTAINMENT & EVENT PRODUCTION
To Be Designed
Pacific Event Productions Creative

FLORAL DESIGN
Green Fresh Florals + Plants

PARKING SERVICES
Ace Parking

PHOTOGRAPHY
Picture Bakery
Eder Photo

RENTAL EQUIPMENT
Bright Event Rentals
Patty’s Linen Rentals
Raphael’s Party Rentals
Patty’s Linen Rentals



eanor and Jerry Navarra
Jessica and Eberhard Rohm

THE JOSHUA TREE
COUPLES TICKET

Debbie Fritsch and Pat Boyce
Roberto and Kathleen Cueva
Dr. Iris Engstrand

Georganne and Mike Hoctor
Tom and Julie Karlo/KPBS

Ann Laddon and Adrian Jaffer
Diana and Lowell Lindsay
Anne and Andy McCammon
Dr. Judith Mufoz and

Dr. Daniel Mufoz

onte Marshall
Dennis Morgan
Nancy Nenow and David Dolan
Rand and Elaine Newman
Thomas and Irene Oberbauer
Mrs. James Orwig
Beverly Pecunia
Dr. Donna Perdue and
Dr. Calvin Johnson
Jim and Claudia Prescott
Nancy J. Robertson and
Mark N. Cookingham
Paula and Jon Schmid
Sue and Tom Sparrow
Sarah and Jeff Witt

Nancy J. Robertson and
Mark N. Cookingham
Maryanne and Harley Sefton

CONTRIBUTIONS
William and Terri Buchanan
William Disher
James and Janet Dort
Charles Kennel and

Ellen Lehman
Victoria R. Marshall e
Thomas and Irene Oberbaue
Richard Schwenkmeyer :
Jeanne G. Shenkman
Carol and Dennis Wilson




Endowments

Administrative Endowment
Ambassadors Circle Endowment
Joshua L. Baily Endowment for Marine
Invertebrates and Paleontology
Biodiversity Research Center of
the Californias Director’s Endowment
Mary and Dallas Clark Chair of Botany
James R. Colclough Paleontology Endowment
Ruth G. Comstock Entomology Endowment
Danziger Ornithology Endowment
Dorothy Elliott Museum Access
Fund Endowment
Endowed Chair for the President & CEO
Groce Natural History Endowment Fund
at the San Diego Foundation
William Randolph Hearst Endowed Fund
for Education Programs
Hill Endowment for Ornithology Research
Klauber Family Library Endowment
Grace and Laurence Klauber
Herpetology Endowment
Trust of Hallam J. Koons, in memory
of his father, Hallam T. Koons
Herbert N. Lowe Conchological Collection
Mildred Meeder Endowment Fund
at the San Diego Foundation
Member Science Endowment
San Diego Society of Natural History General
Endowment at the San Diego Foundation
Topper Thomas Youth Education Endowment
The Stephen L. Walsh Vertebrate
Paleontology Endowment
W.W. Whitney Library Endowment
Dennis and Carol Wilson Endowed
Chair of Ornithology
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Natural Partners

Natural Partners are corporate supporters
of the Museum who gave $1,250 or more in
cash, event or product and services support
over the course of the year. We are proud to
be associates with these organizations and
are most appreciative of their generosity.

BIODIVERSITY CHAMPION NATURAL
PARTNER

Subaru of America Foundation, Inc.
Troutman Sanders LLP**

DESERT NATURAL PARTNER

CalPacific Marketing Group, Inc.
CerasoliStafford Media Management LLC**
KPBS-TV Public Broadcasting**

Simpler & Simpler**

MOUNTAIN NATURAL PARTNER
ResMed
San Diego Gas & Electric

CHAPARRAL NATURAL PARTNER
Bank of America

Bender Dean Engineering**
Cavignac & Associates

Coast Catering**

Cook + Schmid, LLC**

Feast On This**

First Republic Bank**

Qualcomm Foundation

Rancho La Puerta

San Diego Family Housing LLC**
Scott Dunn USA Inc**

Terra Catering**

The French Gourmet**

The Irvine Company**

The San Diego Foundation

Turpin & Rattan Engineering, Inc.**
VWR International, LLC

Zagrodnik and Thomas Architects LLP**
Zenith Insurance Co.

COAST NATURAL PARTNER

La Casa Del Zorro Resort & Spa**
Nordson Corporation Foundation

Rely Environmental**

Select Mailing Service, Inc.**

Wright Management and Development**

** In-kind donation

IN Memoriam

The following individuals represent
members, donors, and volunteers who have
passed away this fiscal year. We are thankful
for their commitment to the Museum and
wish to honor their memories.

Marianne K. Adams
Larry Banegas
Kenneth L. Bowles
Donald Breitenberg
Richard S. Bundy
Michael Burch
John C. Carson
Ramona D. Court

Aline G. Hornaday
Gerry Kwiat
James U. Lemke
James D. Nauman
Jorge A. Orozco
Larry D. Rhodes
Abelardo L. Rodriguez
Mark Roeder

Tim Elsmore Jerry Sams
Milt Evangelou Margaret Stevenson
Samuel Franks Carol Telle

Audrey S. Geisel
Mary M. Grandell
Lois L. Harris
Jim Hervey
Dorothy Hester
Judy Hollis

Christine E. Tratnyek
L. Susan Van Acker
Barbara Zepf



Live Oaks Society

The Live Oaks Society is
comprised of supporters who
have made gifts to the Museum
through their estate plans.

Anonymous (11)
Marianne K. Adams*
Dr. Janet A. Anderson and
Dr. Victor Van Lint
Francoise D. Baker
Eowyn Bates and
Christopher Croom
Dr. Annalisa Berta
Thomas A. Blackman
Susan and Richard Breisch
George Brooks-Gonyer
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Bullard
Mrs. Ramona Bush
Ms. Anita Busquets
and Dr. William A. Ladd
Margaret E. Carl
Dale Hollis Clark
Jerry Clarkson

Karen and Dr. James F.* Clements
Mr. David R. Crawford
Jose de la Torre-Bueno
Mona Baumgartel
and John DeBeer
Ms. Janie DeCelles
Tom and Deanne Deméré
Bill & Camille Doane
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Dort
Glenn and Jeanne* Dunham
Bernard J. Eggertsen
Iris and Paul* Engstrand
Meryl Faulkner
Ms. Michele Fergoda
Charlene Glacy
Robert and Linda Gordon
Judy Gradwohl
Dr. David E. and Barbara Groce
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Hager
Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Hambleton
Ed and Janelle Harris
Lois and John Harris
Ms. Susan Heller
Ms. Allison Henderson
and Dr. Jay Miles
Dorothy Hester*

In Memoriam
Carol Telle

The museum lost a great friend. Carol Telle, a
dedicated Docent for 25 years, passed away

on July 2, 2019. She served as president, vice
president, training co-chair, and Docent League
representative. The Docents were her second

family and she enjoyed the continual learning
and personal support she received from the
Docents and museum staff. Carol shared her

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hoctor
Melanie Howe
Kathleen Howell
Mr. and Mrs. Gary C. Jacobson
Adrian Jaffer
Mr. and Mrs. J. Edwin Jenkins
Jim and Lynne Jett
Dr. Donna Perdue

and Dr. Calvin Johnson
Linda D. King
Janet Klauber and Jim Melli
Ms. Sheri Knox
H. William Kuni
Ann Laddon
Diana E. Lindsay
Dr. Jack L. Littlepage
Ms. Barbara J. Lohne
Dr. Monte Marshall
Mr. Jack T. McCord
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony* Mercieca
Dennis Morgan and Kathy Cusick
Judith T. Munoz
Nancy Nenow
Mrs. Carol Netterblad
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Orton
Walter and Anne* Pagels

Mrs. Joseph R. Parker
James and Barbara Peugh
Rudy* and Marilyn Regalado
James K. Richardson
Rich and Harleen Roncaglia
Arthur Rossiter
Peter Sadori
Vicki Sadori
Ms. Bonnie Sanchez
Ms. Ronnie Schneider
Richard C. Schwenkmeyer
Jeanne and Henry* Shenkman
David Dwyer Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord Stickney
Phyllis and Frank Tabor
Drs. Paul and Ann Tuskes
Phil Unitt
Dr. Robert C. Vinton
Dr. Michael Wall

& Ms. Allison Teem
Marian Warwick
Mrs. Gloria Wilkes Van Norman
Jerry and Shana Wilson
Mrs. Mary M. Yount

* Deceased

Carol was a native of Chula Vista, her grandparents
having moved to the area in 1890. She attended
Chula Vista High School and San Diego State
University. She later obtained her Master’s in
Education at a time when it was not required.
Carol taught grades 4-6 in the La Mesa/Spring
Valley district, and was proud that many of her

students went on to successful careers. Becoming
a Docent allowed Carol to continue teaching right
up to the end of her life.

love of the Museum, encouraging her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren
to visit as often as they could.
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Sergio Knaebel

Laura Martinez Rios
Steven McDonald

Anne McEnany

Rodolfo Ogarrio

James Riley

Jaime Roberts Vildosola
Carolina Shepard Espinoza
Laura Silvan

Drew Talley

Roberto Valdes

Sula Vanderplank

Jim Waring

Emily Young
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Jon Schmid,
Jason Shidler
Jeff Witt, Treasurer

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Pamela M. Bruder
Dale Clark

Mary H. Clark*
James Clements*
Joan Parker

Norman C. Roberts., DVM*
Harley Sefton
Thomas W. Sefton*
Christy Walton

Carol Wilson
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Tom Demeéré, Ph.D.
Curator of Paleontology

Bradford Hollingsworth, Ph.D.
Curator of Herpetology

Jon P. Rebman, Ph.D.
Curator of Botany

The Mary and Dallas Clark
Endowed Chair of Botany

Volunteer Officers

Rebecca Handelsman
Senior Director of
Communications

Katrice Lee
Senior Director of
Development and Grants

Jennifer Padilla
Senior Director of Visitor
Experience

Ghia Santos
Controller

Lauren Smeenge
Senior Director of Events







Our Mission

To interpret the natural
world through research,
education, and exhibits; to
promote understanding of
the evolution and diversity
of southern California

and the peninsula of Baja
California; and to inspire in
all a respect for nature and
the environment.
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STREET ADDRESS

San Diego Natural History Museum
1788 El Prado, Balboa Park

San Diego, CA 92101

MAILING ADDRESS

San Diego Natural History Museum
P.O. Box 121390

San Diego, CA 92112-1390

SDNAT.ORG

SAN DIEGO
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