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Natural history collections have immense 
scientific importance. They are time 
capsules that tell us about current and 
past life, and even can help develop 
predictions for the future. Plant and 
animal specimens, along with their 
associated data (where, when, and the 
conditions surrounding their collection), 
represent an incredible repository of 
information on biodiversity, ecosystems, 
and natural resources. The same holds 
true for the items housed in our Research 
Library—from field notes to photographs 
to items in our Rare Book Room.

This is why the Museum is committed to 
digitizing as much of our collection as 
possible. These resources include original 
field notes and photographs made by 
naturalists in the early days of the San 
Diego Society of Natural History, as well 
as historic images from our photograph 
collection: large glass plate negatives from 
the late 1800s, plus many more snapshots, 
prints, film negatives, and 35mm slides. 

Digital versions of photo scrapbooks and 
field notes of early collecting trips into 
Baja California are particularly compelling. 
Some date back to the late 1800s and tell 
a dramatic story of the physical challenges 
faced by our early naturalists when 
exploring remote areas across the border. 
At that time, the plants and animals of our 
binational region were largely unknown 
and undescribed, so the region represented 
a tantalizing adventure beckoning to 
curious and intrepid pioneering naturalists, 
such as Frank Stephens, Charles Orcutt, 
and Rosa Smith Eigenmann. 

The documents and images in our archives 
are not just of interest for their historical 
value or factual documentation of “the 
way things used to be.” They are strikingly 
relevant today. They present an important 
resource for current ecologists and other 
scientists, who may be documenting the 
impact of changing habitats or climate, or 
seeking to understand if an endangered or 
rare species that was found in the past may 
still exist, or has actually vanished. Several 
species of plants and animals have recently 
been “re-discovered” by our research 
staff, and early field notes have proven 
remarkably useful in this effort.  

Several public platforms make the digitized 
resources easily searchable and available. 
The Online Archive of California (oac.cdlib.
org), is a treasure trove of free access 
for more than 200 of the state’s most 
extensive archival institutions, including 
The Nat. One example of a document 
that might be used by researchers 
documents a trip to Baja California taken 
in collaboration with Mexican scientists in 
1923. The digitized typescript and black 
and white photographs lifted from field 
journals literally paint a picture of what 
that expedition was like.

Expanding beyond California, the Internet 
Archive (archive.org) is international in 
scope, and now includes 86 sets of field 
notes from The Nat. We also provide 
important resources to the Biodiversity 
Heritage Library (biodiversitylibrary.
org), the world’s largest open access 
digital library for biodiversity literature 
and archives. Currently we have a total 

of 20,848 pages of field notes available 
there. These archives are far from dusty 
items thrown in an attic. The physical 
specimens in our research collections 
provide tremendous value, and digitizing 
them increases that value exponentially. 
Having specimen records digitized and 
images online makes the collection easily 
searchable and accessible around the 
world. Between the three digital platforms 
and information on our own website, we 
are reaching a worldwide community of 
scholars, historians, researchers, and the 
general public, allowing them a virtual view 
of our formerly inaccessible resources. 
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CANYONEERS

led 71 hikes for 1,547 people

led 20 school hikes for 566 students

DOCENTS

reached 4,880 students and 

chaperones with 201 programs

WHALERS

reached 25,813 passengers 

on 265 cruises through 
Hornblower Cruises and Events

35 high school students
volunteered for winter and summer camps

11 high school and college students
completed internships

750
total volunteers

55,745
total volunteer hours

$1,670,120
Dollar value of volunteer hours
(per Bureau of Labor Statistics) NATURE TO YOU LOAN LIBRARY

808 loans reaching 144,429 people

SCHOOL PROGRAMS

602 programs reaching 20,066 people

FAMILY AND PUBLIC PROGRAMS

84 programs serving 8,034 participants

MUSEUM ACCESS FUNDS

7,167 students from Title 1 schools served

Public Programs

Volunteers

371,969 
people visited the Museum 

550,992
website visits (64% from mobile devices)

total number of specimens
~8 million 

BIRDS

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
51,317

411

ENTOMOLOGY

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
1,142,729

41,529 

BOTANY 

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
272,741

7,254

RESEARCH LIBRARY

Volumes
56,000

MARINE INVERTEBRATES

5 million

MINERALOGY

Total specimens

Total Specimens

15,000

MAMMALS

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
25,359

193

HERPETOLOGY

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
76,451

120

Social Media

9,526
followers

315
subscribers

44,258
likes

4,748
followers

Collections Visitation

PALEONTOLOGY 

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
1,487,032

24,730 

MUSEUMS FOR ALL

4,293 recieved free admission when 
             presenting an EBT card  48 NATuralists

used interactive games and crafts to 
engage guests at the Museum
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Senior Management 
2018–2019

Volunteer Officers
2018–2019
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Printed on partially recycled 
paper, using soy ink.


