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Nature is 
the biggest  
exhibition of all.



SDNAT.ORG |  3  

Dear Museum friends, 
If you have been in the Museum recently 
—and I certainly hope you have—you may 
have noticed a palpable sense of energy 
and excitement. This past year has seen 
a blossoming of creativity and vitality 
behind the scenes, and it is evident in our 
public spaces.

As promised in our Strategy Roadmap, 
we are leading with our science and 
focusing on conservation in our region. 
This is no small feat, given that our region 
stretches to the tip of Baja California. 
Among their many accomplishments, our 
scientists have rediscovered “lost” species, 
monitored worrisome invasive species, 
led large binational expeditions, and 
published the definitive Mammal Atlas for 
San Diego County.  

We also promised to apply our research 
to help save habitats and species, and this 
is happening on both sides of the border. 
We organized our first annual State of 
Biodiversity Symposium, and worked with 

Mexican researchers and the government 
to assess areas of conservation concern on 
the Baja California peninsula.

Back in the Museum, we shifted our 
concentration from large traveling 
exhibitions to galleries and exhibitions 
featuring our own collections and 
content. Unshelved: Cool Stuff from 
Storage provides a backstage view of our 
collections, and has already turned some 
specimens into cult classics.

We also added experiences to our bag of 
tricks. On any given day, visitors are likely 
to encounter our staff, Docents, and new 
volunteer corps, the NATuralists, on the 
Museum floor with specimens and special 
activities. Our new Secret Society of 
Adultologists and Nat at Night programs 
combine fascinating science with our 
new bar service, and we put the finishing 
touches on a botany-themed escape room 
as well as a play-based gallery for children 
5 and under.

This year, we also re-dedicated ourselves 
to serving all members of our community 
through free or subsidized admission, 
including the Museums for All program 
for families, the Museum Access Fund for 
school visits, and the Outdoor Access Fund 
providing free hikes for school children, 
among other programs. 

Our talented staff members continue to 
study and conserve our amazing region 
and to surprise and delight our visitors. 
We value our community of members, 
supporters, colleagues, and other friends, 
and we hope you will visit soon.  

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
JUDY GRADWOHL 
PRESIDENT AND CEO
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Three species our researchers rediscovered in Baja 
California last year include the lagoon milkvetch, 
Palmer’s bladderpod and the San Quintín kangaroo 
rat. The deep relationships between organisms and 
their environment are delicate, and the extirpation of 
a species can have severe ecological consequences. 
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Rediscovering “Lost” Species
There is nothing to match the excitement of 
searching for a plant or animal known from 
many years ago in a particular area, but never 
seen again. Did it fall victim to extinction, was 
it eliminated by some environmental problem, 
or have scientists just not been in the right 
place at the right time? Sometimes these 
plants or animals are called “Lazarus species” 
because they appear to come back from 
death or extinction. 

When plants or animals are so rare, we 
don’t even know if they need protection. 
So knowing they exist is the first step in 
conservation. This year our researchers 
have been succeeding beyond anyone’s 
expectations at “rediscovering” Lazarus species. 

In summer 2017, Mammalogist Scott 
Tremor and Research Associate Dr. Sula 
Vanderplank were surveying the San Quintín 
area of Baja California, which has seen 
major changes as natural habitat areas 
have been lost to agricultural use. This area 
was the last known habitat for the San 
Quintín kangaroo rat, Dipodomys gravipes, a 
species described as “critically endangered 
and possibly extinct” on Mexican federal 
lists. Despite exhaustive surveys, it had 
not been seen since 1986—until recently. 
During their field monitoring, Scott and 
Sula captured several individuals, then 
observed, measured, and released them 
unharmed. The story of their recovery made 
international headlines. The research team is 
now working with local organizations on a 
conservation plan for kangaroo rats.

In addition, Scott and Sula have 
rediscovered the tule shrew, (Sorex ornatus 
juncensis), which was also considered 
extinct but was found in a small patch of 

intact habitat south of the Socorro Dunes in 
Baja California.

Curator of Botany Dr. Jon Rebman received 
a grant through the National Geographic 
Society to track down 15 species of plants 
endemic to Baja California that are known 
only from very old type specimens. Rebman 
is collaborating with Dr. Jose Delgadillo at 
Universidad Autónoma de Baja California 
in Ensenada, Dr. Jose Luis Leon de la Luz 
at Centro de Investigaciones Biológicas del 
Noroeste in La Paz, and John La Grange, a 
volunteer in the Botany Department. 

The team’s first success came when they 
encountered Astragalus piscinus, a rare 
species of milkvetch last seen in 1889, when 
the type specimen was collected by Edward 
Palmer near Scammon’s Lagoon in Baja 
California Sur. They have also rediscovered 
Physaria palmeri, Palmer’s Bladderpod, a 
plant last seen in 1884 when it was collected 
by the naturalist Charles Orcutt, who first 
found it in Topo Canyon, in the Sierra de 
Juarez of northern Baja California. By 
studying historic maps, carefully reading 
Orcutt’s original field notes from our 
Museum archives, and noting accompanying 
species of plants, the team was able to 
make a very educated guess about where to 
search, and it paid off.  
 
More recently, Jon and a team of field 
botanists were collecting closer to home in 
Camp Pendleton along the Santa Margarita 
River, when they found a nutsedge, Cyperus 
esculentus var. macrostachyus. This represents 
only the second time this native plant species 
has been documented in California, the first 
being in 1885 by Charles Orcutt, with only 
“San Diego” listed as the locality. 

The Herpetology Department can also claim 
their own Lazarus species. The Couch’s 
Spadefoot (Scaphiopus couchii), a toad-like 
frog, was rediscovered on Isla Cerralvo, off 
the coast of La Paz in Baja California Sur. 
Couch’s Spadefoot had been reported as 
present on the island by Richard Etheridge 
in 1960, but there had been no additional 
observations since then. In 2016 during a 
binational rapid assessment survey, Curator 
of Herpetology Dr. Bradford Hollingsworth 
and a team of scientists rediscovered this 
species behind the island’s coastal dunes—
only the second documented individual 
after 56 years.    

In terms of range extensions, Curator Phil 
Unitt and Dr. Lori Hargrove of our Birds and 
Mammals Department have documented 
for the first time successful nesting and 
colonization of Zone-tailed Hawks in the 
Mojave National Preserve. This represents 
a substantial breeding range expansion 
northward from Baja California and Arizona. 
As part of the study to retrace Joseph 
Grinnell’s 1914 survey of this area and 
document changes occurring 100 years 
later in the California desert, the museum 
scientists found that it is likely that several 
pairs of nesting Zone-tailed Hawks have 
made their homes in the Mojave. 

All of these discoveries validate the 
important work done by our research 
scientists who study Southern California 
and the Baja California peninsula. The data 
they collect will help stakeholders make 
appropriate land use decisions, in order to 
decide how habitats and the species they 
support might be protected for the future.
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A Milestone for 
Mammalogy 
The diversity of mammals in San Diego 
County is greater than any other county 
in the United States. This is just one little 
known fact that Mammalogist Scott Tremor 
was determined to share—and did he deliver 
on that goal!  

In December 2017, after nearly two decades 
of research and documentation, Tremor, 
lead author, along with 40 other biologists, 
published the San Diego County Mammal 
Atlas. The Atlas is now considered the 
definitive guide to the mammals in the 
county. The 432-page, full-color book 
covers the biology of all 91 terrestrial 
species and 31 inshore marine visitors 
known to have occurred here during 
recorded history (since 1769). Accounts 
of each species include identification, 
distribution, habitats, conservation 
challenges, and aspects of natural history 
such as diet, reproduction, space use, 
activity patterns, predators, and behavior.

Editors and authors on the project include 
Tremor, Drew Stokes, Howard Thomas, and 
Philip Unitt at The Nat; Susan Chivers at the 

National Marine Fisheries Service; Wayne 
Spencer at the Conservation Biology 
Institute; and Jay Diffendorfer at the U.S. 
Geological Survey. Other major partners 
included colleagues at the San Diego Zoo 
and the U.S. Forest Service.

Knowing where animals live allows us 
to understand what issues they face—
urbanization, habitat fragmentation, 
susceptibility to wildfire, and more—and 
where to focus our conservation efforts. 
Recording this information also ensures 
that future generations will be able to 
study how habitats and distribution 
patterns change over time, much like we 
do today with historical collections data.

San Diego County is now, biologically 
speaking, one of the best-documented 
regions in the world thanks to the Mammal 
Atlas, its sister publication the San 
Diego County Bird Atlas, the online San 
Diego County Plant Atlas, and the online 
Amphibian and Reptile Atlas of Peninsular 
California. Rest easy, San Diego, we’ve got 
this covered. 

THANK YOU | MAMMAL ATLAS DONORS

Anonymous
Ms. Millie Basden and Dr. Peter Thomas
Ms. Mona Baumgartel and Mr. John DeBeer
Thomas and Vicki Blackman
Ms. Laura Bond and Mr. Patrick Sewall  
     in memory of Suzanne Bond
Richard and Susan Breisch
Gregory and Anne Bullard
Ms. Anita Busquets and Dr. William A. Ladd
Conservation Biology Institute
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Scott and Dinah Carl
Center for Reproduction of  
     Endangered Species
County of San Diego
Dr. and Mrs. Paul K. Dayton
Dr. and Mrs. L. David Engel
Bud and Gingy Ferguson
Linda and Bob Gordon
The Hattie Ettinger Conservation Fund    
The Hervey Family Fund  
Ms. Conny Jamison
Jeanne and Joseph Jehl
Mr. Michael G. Mathos
Kathleen and Andrew Mauro
Drs. Anne and Andy McCammon  
Dr. Ann McGowan-Tuskes and Dr. Paul Tuskes
Rita and Brys Myers
Mrs. Joseph R. Parker
Mr. Philip R. Pryde and Ms. Alison Cummings
Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph J. Rehm
San Diego Association of Governments
San Diego Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission
San Diego Natural History Museum
San Diego State University
San Diego Zoo Global—2007 Curators
San Diego Zoo Global—Institution  
     for Conservation Research (ICR)
San Diego Zoo Global—Mammals Division
San Diego Zoo Global—Ocelots Grants Program
Ms. Anne Schwartz
Mr. Richard C. Schwenkmeyer
U.S. Forest Service
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Dr. Robert C. Vinton

  Denotes the San Diego Foundation
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Long-tailed weasels, antelope ground squirrels, 
and bobcats are three of the 122 mammals 
featured in the San Diego County Mammal Atlas.
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Filling Data Gaps, One  
Expedition at a Time 
The mighty cardón (Pachycereus pringlei), 
the Colossus of cacti, can sometimes 
dominate the landscape in the peninsula of 
Baja California in such density that it forms 
a forest of towering cacti. 

In November 2017, more than 35 researchers 
and students from Mexico and the U.S. 
joined forces to conduct a rapid biodiversity 
assessment in one of Baja California Sur’s 
most spectacular cardón forests. The area, 
stretching from the foothills of the Sierra la 
Gata to the dunes of Bahia de la Ventana 
near La Paz, is packed with thousands of 
cardóns, including some of the largest cacti 
on the planet. 

Cardóns are well known to be hubs of 
biological interactions. At night, bats 
pollinate the cardón flowers that are abuzz 
with nectar- and pollen-loving insects 
during the day. Just about any animal that 
can access the fruits will partake in the 
sweet seedy pulp. Woodpeckers excavate 
nesting cavities that are later inhabited 
by purple martins, desert iguanas, and a 
variety of owls.

So, it naturally made sense to bring 
together researchers from across multiple 
disciplines to unveil the area’s hidden 
diversity. Following data analysis and 
species identification, we will publish a 
bilingual report on the area. 

In addition to building upon the Museum’s 
ongoing interests in the biodiversity 
of Baja California Sur, data from the 
expedition are being used by local citizens 
working to have the region designated as 
a protected area. Expeditions, like much 
of the research the Museum does, center 
around the very simple question, “What 
lives where?” Although simple, the question 
is fundamental to biodiversity conservation. 
What to save? Where to save it? 

Our expeditions focus on areas that are not 
well documented. One expedition at a time, 
we attempt to fill the voids and contribute 
to the conservation of some of the most 
amazing places on Earth. 

We actively organize expeditions to 
areas that have poorly documented 
biota. This red-spotted toad and the 
banded argiope spider were two of 
many animals that were observed and 
documented by researchers on our 
interdisciplinary expedition to a cardón 
forest in Baja California Sur.
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Biodiversity Research Center  
of the Californias Associates

BIRDS AND MAMMALS 
RESEARCH ASSOCIATES
Ms. Susan Arter
Dr. Christopher Clark
Dr. Horacio de la Cueva Salcedo 
Dr. James Diffendorfer 
Mr. Richard A. Erickson
Dr. Marilyn Fogel 
Dr. Jennifer Gee
Dr. Alan Harper
Dr. Jeffrey L. Lincer
Dr. Eric Mellink
Dr. Michael A Patten 
Dr. Amadeo M. Rea
Dr. Aaron Sasson
Dr. Wayne D. Spencer
Mr. Christopher Swarth
Dr. Howard H. Thomas

BIRDS AND MAMMALS 
DEPARTMENTAL ASSOCIATE
Ms. Samantha Marcum 

BOTANY RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATES
Dr. José Delgadillo Rodriguez 
Dr. José Luis León de la Luz
Dr. Michael S. Mayer
Dr. Pedro Peña Garcillán 
Dr. Michael G. Simpson
Dr. Sula Vanderplank
Dr. Peter Vroom

 

BOTANY DEPARTMENTAL 
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Ken Bowles
Mr. John La Grange 
Ms. Margaret Mulligan
Mr. Jim Rocks

BOTANY FIELD ASSOCIATES
Mr. Larry Hendrickson
Ms. Victoria Marshall
Mr. Warren Schmidtmann

BRCC RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Exequiel Ezcurra
Dr. Xavier López-Medellín  
Dr. Enriqueta Velarde 
Dr. Elisabet Wehncke

COLLECTION CARE 
ASSOCIATE
Dr. Paisley Cato 

ENTOMOLOGY RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATES 
Dr. John Brown
Mr. David K. Faulkner
Dr. Matthew Graham
Dr. Marshal C. Hedin
Dr. Maria Luisa Jiménez
Dr. Daniel Marshalek
Dr. Geoffrey Morse
Dr. Tomas M. Mustelin
Dr. James Zahniser 

ENTOMOLOGY 
DEPARTMENTAL ASSOCIATES
Mr. Michael Klein
Mr. Ron McPeak
Ms. Daniela E. Ramirez C. 

HERPETOLOGY RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATES 
Dr. Charles Crumly
Dr. Patricia Galina
Dr. Lee Grismer
Dr. William Presch
Dr. Todd Reeder
Dr. Gorgonio Ruiz Campos 

HERPETOLOGY 
DEPARTMENTAL ASSOCIATES
Ms. Anny Peralta Garcia
Mr. Clark Mahrdt
Mr. Richard Schwenkmeyer
Mr. Angelo Soto-Centeno
Mr. Jorge Valdez Villavicencio
Mr. Dustin Wood

LIBRARY EMERITUS
Ms. Carol Barsi

LIBRARY DEPARTMENTAL 
ASSOCIATE 
Dr. Reed Pierce 

MARINE INVERTEBRATES 
RESEARCH ASSOCIATE
Dr. Joel Martin 

MARINE INVERTEBRATES 
DEPARTMENTAL ASSOCIATES 
Mrs. Carole M. Hertz 
Mr. Larry Loveall 

MINERALOGY ASSOCIATE
Mrs. Pamela Bruder

PALEONTOLOGY RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATES 
Dr. J. David Archibald
Dr. Annalisa Berta
Dr. Michelangelo Bisconti
Dr. Robert M. Chandler 
Dr. Eric Ekdale
Dr. Steven Holen 
Dr. Paul Murphey
Dr. Charles L. Powell
Dr. Donald R. Prothero
Mr. Robert Reynolds
Dr. Hugh M. Wagner

PALEONTOLOGY 
DEPARTMENT ASSOCIATES
Mr. Richard Cerutti 
Ms. H. Patricia Don Vito 
Ms. Carol Stadum
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Inspiring the Next  
Generation of Naturalists 
Serving as leaders in scientific research and 
engaging people in the scientific process 
is what we do. It has been part of the 
Museum’s DNA for more than 140 years.
 
We are always looking for new ways to 
work with everyone in our community, 
including people who might not normally 
think of themselves as scientists or 
museum visitors. Two recent programs 
hosted by The Nat aimed to do just that. 

Last spring’s City Nature Challenge—an 
international competition to document 
the most plants and animals in a 
particular area over a short period—was 
an ambitious and successful exercise in 
bringing the public into exploring our local 
biodiversity. More than 1,211 participants 
made a total of 33,455 observations all 
over San Diego County over the four-
day period. In all, 2,692 species were 
documented here, and San Diego came in 
third internationally of all participants.   

The Nat also hosted the inaugural State 
of Biodiversity Symposium, a new annual 
event that brings together diverse 
groups to discuss the latest science 
surrounding urgent environmental 
issues. In addition to academics and 
conservation practitioners, we hosted 
interested members of the public as well 

as graduate students in the early stages 
of their careers. Despite the focus in some 
of the sessions on threats to our local 
biodiversity, we see signs of progress 
and hope as scientists enlist new tools 
to protect our native plants and animals. 
More importantly, we are optimistic that 
some of the attendees will be among our 
standard-bearers for the environmental 
challenges ahead.
 
We chose Dr. Michael Soulé to serve as 
keynote speaker for the symposium. 
Soulé is the founder of the Society for 
Conservation Biology and considered by 
many to be the father of conservation 
biology as a research discipline. And he 
has a long association with the Museum. 

“I ‘grew up’ in the San Diego Natural 
History Museum and discovered my 
home there,” Soulé commented. “I didn’t 
know what to do with my strange urges 
as a naturalist until someone suggested 
I check out the Museum. It saved my life 
in a way.” 

By finding innovative ways to engage new 
segments of the public in the process of 
science, we hope to ignite and cultivate 
the “strange urges as a naturalist” among 
the Dr. Soulés of tomorrow.

SDNAT.ORG |  9  

The City Nature Challenge aimed to get people 
excited about observing and documenting 
nature around them in San Diego County. 
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“I’m excited to share a 
compliment about the 
Escape Room. I hope the new 
experience is working well, and 
will become something other 
museums desire to steal over 
the next few years. They say all 
the good ideas come from the 
West Coast!”

— A COLLEAGUE AT A PEER 		
    INSTITUTION

The hands on fossil workshop 
was awesome, my girlfriend 
and I talked about it the rest 
of the night. We also stayed 
in Unshelved the longest and 
were amazed by the taxidermy 
demonstration. This event far 
exceeded my expectations, 
the staff was incredibly 
knowledgeable and friendly, I 
would love to attend another one 
of these events.

— SECRET SOCIETY OF  
    ADULTOLOGISTS GUEST

We loved the experience in The 
Backyard. Everything was done 
wonderfully. Thank you!

— VISITOR TO THE NAT 
    THROUGH A RECIPROCITY    	
    PROGRAM WITH NEW  
    CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
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On a Saturday night in February, darkness 
enveloped Balboa Park, but The Nat was 
lit from within, and the Museum was abuzz 
with activity. Inside, hundreds of people 
roamed the galleries talking to scientists, 
observing insects or bird specimens being 
prepared, making Valentine’s Day cards, 
posing in the prom selfie station, and 
looking at specimens—the multi-species 
penis comparison was among the most 
popular stations.   

This was the second in a series of new 
events called The Secret Society of 
Adultologists, each with a different theme 
(the February event revolved around love, 
courtship, and sex in nature). Inspired 
by the Museum’s founders who came 
together to form the San Diego Society 
of Natural History, this event aimed to 
get modern-day movers and shakers just 
as excited about the natural world as our 
predecessors were.  
 
The result was delightful. Visitors aged 
21-89 commented on how they loved 
learning about science in a social setting, 
and enjoyed experiencing the Museum 
at their own pace when it was filled with 
like-minded adults. Some were Museum 
regulars, and others were Nat newbies. 
But one thing was consistent—every guest 
walked away with new knowledge about 
nature and a sense of having gotten to 
know The Nat better.  

This new event series is one of many ways 
the Museum is working to get people 
interested in, and excited about science 
and conservation. Other programs have 
been creating a buzz and drawing people 

in. Escape The Nat: Botanic Panic is a 
unique escape room experience in which 
participants have one hour to solve a 
botanic-themed mystery using riddles, 
puzzles, and clues. The artist-in-residence 
program invited two local artists to 
interact with visitors and to make art 
using Museum specimens as inspiration. 
On-the-floor programming—from 
informal gallery tours to hands-on carts 
staffed by our Docents and NATuralists—
encourages more interaction with guests. 
Our participation in the international 
City Nature Challenge last April 
prompted more than 1,200 San Diegans 
to observe and document nature using 
their smartphones. Nat at Night offered 
extended hours until 10 PM on Fridays 
in the summer, welcoming visitors to 
explore our rooftop, enjoy a beverage and 
delicious food, and play natural history-
themed trivia.
 
These changes are no coincidence. They’re 
intentional shifts in the way we’re doing 
business, and are a direct result of our 
Strategy Roadmap. We’re fulfilling our 
goal for more visitor engagement in a way 
that’s approachable, fun, and educational. 

These experiences were made possible 
through our staff’s ingenuity and vision. 
And they are financially feasible due to the 
change in our exhibition strategy, venture 
funding from generous donors, and new 
earned revenue streams.

We are pleased to see the growing 
popularity of our programs. We often say 
we’re letting our geek flag fly. And we 
hope this encourages our visitors to fly 

New Experiences 
Engage Expanding 

Audiences
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All Are Welcome
Do you remember your first time at The 
Nat? We do! It was full of wonder and 
discoveries that made us more curious 
about the world around us. Every day, 
someone experiences the Museum for 
the first time—seeing award-winning 
exhibitions like Coast to Cactus in Southern 
California or interacting with our educators 
in Unshelved: Cool Stuff from Storage. 
Visitors leave the Museum with a better 
understanding of the uniqueness of our 
region and, we hope, a stronger desire to 
protect it.

That first Museum experience can ignite 
an appreciation for nature, it can spark 
the curiosity of a budding naturalist, or it 
can even inspire environmental advocacy 
in our region. Every year, we provide 
opportunities for this Museum experience 
to 70,000 members of our community 
through programs designed to offer low to 
no-cost Museum access to all. 

One of these programs is Museums for 
All, which provides free general admission 
to individuals and families with the 
presentation of an Electronic Benefits 
Transfer (EBT), Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), or Women, 
Infants & Children (WIC) card. 

Programs like this, and others, create the 
opportunity for San Diego residents to 
experience what The Nat has to offer—
engaging exhibitions and educational 
programs driven by our regional, ongoing 
scientific research. 

Museums for All has been well received 
by the community. The number of people 
receiving free admission has doubled in 
the first six months, and in the course 
of the year, we’re hoping to host 2,500 
people. That means 2,500 members of 
our community who may not have had an 
opportunity to visit the Museum will be able 
to build a love of museums and learning. 

In addition to Museums for All, The Nat 
continues its longtime Museum Access 
Fund for Title I schools in San Diego. 
We also started a camp scholarship (or 
“campership”) program, and ASD Mornings 
that aim to make the Museum experience 
more accessible to individuals with an 
autism spectrum disorder. We continue to 
offer free admission year round through 
the Resident Free Tuesday program, during 
the annual December Nights festival, and 
during the San Diego Museum Council’s 
Kids Free October program. We also 
provide free nature hikes to school children 
through our Outdoor Access Fund. 

Community access programs like these 
are integral to our efforts to share our 
collections, our knowledge, and our 
advocacy with all members of our region. 
In this way, we make the Museum a bigger 
and better part of our community.
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Volunteers Keep Us Running 
(and Hiking)
If you want to know the history of the 
Museum, ask Priscilla Dick, one of the 
original Canyoneers, or Joan Parker, a 
longtime Docent. This year, both celebrated 
45 years of volunteer service with the Museum. 

Priscilla (pictured below left) heard 
about the Canyoneer program when her 
children attended classes at the Museum. 
A self-described jock, she loved walking, 
hiking, running, and swimming, and the 
Canyoneers gave her what she needed to 
get her fill of nature. Priscilla joined the 
newly formed group, which was founded 
by Helen Witham Chamlee, the Museum’s 
associate botanist, and called the Florida 
Canyoneers. In the 1980s the group 
dropped the “Florida” from their name and 
expanded to include hikes in all parts of 
San Diego County. 

Since Priscilla’s first class, at least 900 
nature lovers have trained as Canyoneers 
and they, in turn, have led more than 2,500 
public hikes. While Priscilla is no longer able 
to lead hikes, she still participates behind 
the scenes during December Nights. 

Joan Parker (below right) was the first 
elected chairperson of the Docents, and 
served as training chair and treasurer. 

She also served on the Museum’s Board of 
Directors for 13 years, is a Trustee Emeritus, 
and a long-time donor to the Museum. 
Joan joined the Docents after she brought 
her youngest child to the Museum and saw 
the Docents in action. 

At the time of the Docents’ founding in 
1968, guided tours in San Diego museums 
were unheard of, and the word “docent,” 
meaning “teaching guide,” was new to 
most volunteers. The program started 
as tours of the Museum but grew into an 
outreach effort that now includes several 
programs for preschool through primary 
grades. Docents also offer programs for  
Girl Scouts. Joan Parker remains an active 
volunteer, coming in every Wednesday to 
show desert specimens and artifacts.

Another group of Museum volunteers, The 
Covey, was instrumental in creating the 
Docent program. The Covey celebrated 
its 50th anniversary this year. Christie 

Phillips, wife of the Museum’s then director, 
founded the Covey as an auxiliary support 
group, with a mission to raise funds and 
encourage community participation in 
Museum activities. The Covey kicked off 
their early activities primarily as cooks, 
preparing hôrs d’oeuvres and meals for 
exhibition openings, trustee meetings, 
research departments, and visiting city 
officials. Through its fundraising efforts, the 
Covey has raised nearly $150,000 for the 
Museum since 1991, and much more since 
its beginning. 

It takes dedicated volunteers to make 
a difference for the Museum and the 
community, and you cannot find better 
examples of that commitment than Priscilla 
Dick, Joan Parker, and the many members of 
the Canyoneers, Docents, Whalers, and Covey.
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CANYONEERS

led 75 hikes for 2,039 people

led 14 school hikes for 471 students

DOCENTS

reached 5,331 students and 

chaperones with 201 programs

WHALERS

reached 35,838 passengers 

on 270 cruises through 
Hornblower Cruises and Events

27 high school students
volunteered for winter and summer camps

14 high school and college students
completed internships

717
total volunteers

54,158
total volunteer hours

$1,575,456
Dollar value of volunteer hours

(per Bureau of Labor Statistics) 

NATURE TO YOU LOAN LIBRARY

641 loans reaching 212,216 people

SCHOOL PROGRAMS

631 programs reaching 21,396 people

FAMILY AND PUBLIC PROGRAMS

76 programs serving 7,387 participants

MUSEUM ACCESS FUNDS

7,218 students from Title 1 schools served

Public Programs

Volunteers

370,600 
people visited the Museum 

489,600
people visited sdnat.org

total number of specimens
~9 million 

BIRDS

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
50,906

684

ENTOMOLOGY

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
~2,226,758

42,000 

BOTANY 

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
265,487

6,977

RESEARCH LIBRARY

Volumes
56,000

MARINE INVERTEBRATES

5 million

MINERALOGY

Total specimens

Total Specimens

15,000

MAMMALS

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
25,166

514

HERPETOLOGY

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
76,331

70

Social Media

9,258
followers

264
subscribers

42,919
likes

3,236
followers

Collections Visitation

PALEONTOLOGY 

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
1,462,302

26,369   
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Financials
We are pleased to report a strong 
financial performance for the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 2018. It was a year that 
saw the implementation of our new 
Strategy Roadmap and the operational 
initiatives that support it. The Museum 
experienced a healthy operating surplus, 
made significant strides in eliminating 
long-term debt, and identified the 
financial challenges and opportunities 
embedded in our Strategy Roadmap.

The Museum achieved an operating surplus 
of approximately $156,211 in FY18. Our 
total net worth increased by $967,324, 
driven substantially by the return on our 
endowment and donor contributions. We 
benefited greatly from the extraordinary 
generosity of private donors and public 
supporters. The Museum raised a total of 
$4.09 million in unrestricted and restricted 
contributions in support of its operations, 
programs, capital improvements, and 
endowment—a reflection of the Museum’s 
excellence in the areas of research, 
education, and exhibitions. Part of this total 
includes an extraordinary bequest of $1 
million from a member of the Museum’s Live 
Oaks Society. 

The Nat welcomed more than 370,000 
people into its doors, while generating a 
total admissions revenue of $2.53 million. 
This remained a large source of our 

operating funds, as did contract income, 
which contributed over $2.12 million. 
In addition, we experienced significant 
growth of $543,772, or 107.9%, in auxiliary 
enterprises, which include food and beverage 
services, retail merchandise, and facility 
rentals. The most notable improvement was 
enhancement of The Flying Squirrel Café, 
which grew by more than 25% in revenue 
than in the prior fiscal year.   

We put a temporary hold on large traveling 
exhibitions and, consequently, exhibit-
related expenses decreased by $886,008, 
compared to the prior fiscal year when we 
hosted 12 months of traveling exhibitions. 
Otherwise, the Museum’s expenses remained 
relatively constant as we continued to focus 
on the best ways to deliver our programs 
and fulfill our mission.

The Museum’s net assets grew by $967,324 
in FY18, largely due to an increase of 
$669,031 in contributions for specific 
projects. Cash increased by $366,506, while 
the value of the Museum’s endowment rose 
to $17.5 million. 

The Museum invested $538,928 to fund 
capital improvement projects to meet 
critical infrastructure needs. As in the 
past, capital improvements were funded 
primarily from private contributions. The 
Museum recognized non-cash depreciation 

expense of $1.45 million during FY18. This 
exceeded the Museum’s $818,956 capital 
asset investments that resulted in a decrease 
of the value of our property, equipment, 
and leasehold improvements of $630,609. 
Additional details can be found in our 
audited financial statements, which are 
posted at sdnat.org/about-us.

Accounting benchmarks do not permit us to 
applaud the Museum’s two most important 
assets: our collections—whose quality 
and scale are indeed remarkable—and our 
people, whose dedication and commitment 
to the Museum are equally noteworthy. 
These assets propel us forward and are 
essential to achieving our mission. 

MARK OROZCO
CFO/COO
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EXPENSES

$11,928,615

30%
Science and Research

$3,531,919

23%
Exhibitions
$2,766,706

12%
Education
$1,417,629

10%
General and administrative 
$1,227,694

8%
Communications
$926,047

7%
Institutional Advancement
$874,702

1%
Membership
$128,689

9%
Cost of good sold and other 
expenses of auxiliary activities
$1,055,229

The Museum’s FY18 audited financial report 
can be found at sdnat.org/about-usREVENUE AND 

SUPPORT

$12,084,826

41%
Contributions*

$4,914,775  

21%
Admissions
$2,528,144

17%
Bio and Paleo Services Contracts
$2,122,667

9%
Auxiliary activities**
$1,047,727

7%
Government grants | $856,252

3%
Membership | $346,969

2%
Education | $268,292

* Indicates a portion of 
net assets released from 

restrictions of $2,478,283

** Food, beverage, retail, facility rentals
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Curtis Loer and Linda Fitts
M. Kimberly Lowe
David Lubs and Janice Barry
Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Maloy
Ms. Flaminia Mangone 
Dr. Monte Marshall
Ms. Shauna Matheny
Judith L. Mathews
Alice B. McCauley
Mr. and Mrs. Steve McDonald
Ms. Nancy C. McDonald
McDonald Family Fund at Fidelity 
    Charitable at the recommendation 
    of Ann and Brian McDonald
Anne McEnany  
    and David Younkman
Mr. and Mrs. David McNair
Mrs. Janice Meliska  
    and Mr. Charles Meliska
Ms. Marsha Michael
James and Estelle Milch
The James and Estelle Milch Fund  
Ms. Kathleen Mitchell  
    and Mr. Scott Landis
Dr. Mary Jane Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Murdock
Jim and Sue Ogle
Ogle Family Fund at Fidelity  
    Charitable Gift Fund
Ms. Joan O’Haver
Mr. William Orcutt
Mr. Mark Orozco
Mr. Ron Ottinger
Mrs. Marilyn G. Palade  
    and Ms. Wendy Farquhar
Mr. Jose Luis Perez Rocha
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Perry
James and Barbara Peugh
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Polster
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Chena Popper 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim F. Prescott
Mr. Philip R. Pryde  
    and Ms. Alison Cummings
Donna and Don Raub
Jon Rebman and Michael Rood
Mr. and Mrs. Jack A. Redfern
Mr. Grant Reeder  
    and Mr. Scott Williford
Mrs. Anita Reith
Ms. Michelene Rich
Ms. Darcy Rindt
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Roberts
Ms. Theresa Roehrich-Kosen
Dr. and Mrs. Joel A. Roos
Ms. M.J. Ross
Ms. Louise Russell
Dr. and Mrs. Murray M. Schacher
Mrs. Connie Schroeder
Helmut Wolfgang Schumann 	     	
    Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Scott
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Seeright

John and Julia Serences
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Siegel
Ms. Holly Saenz  
    and Dr. David D. Smith
Dr. Meg Sutherland-Smith  
    and Mr. Harry Smith
Alex Southard and Kelly Bray
Dr. and Mrs. Irving Alan Sparks
Ms. Carol J. Stadum
Ms. Kathryn Stensrud  
    and Ms. Karen Du Bois
Dr. and Mrs. Charles J. Stewart
Keith and Lauren Sullivan
Mr. Ty Summerlin
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Swanson
Melvin and Ellen Sweet
Ms. Rita Szcoctka
Dr. Catherine A. Tauber
Mrs. Carol Telle
Mr. Keith Telle
David and Wendy Thomas
Ms. Eloise F. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Traylor

United Biochannels
Ms. CeCe Wilkens  
    and Mr. Jack Van Sambeek
Mr. and Mrs. David Vancleve
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Varnell
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Volle
Dr. Meris Von Jenef  
    and Mr. Andrew Roth 
Dr. Robert D. Wallace
James and Penny Ward
Mrs. Marian Warwick
Ms. Mary Anne Wentink
Sharon Weremiuk  
    and Jerry Doppelt
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Whelan
Ms. Annetta Whiteman  
    and Ms. Mary Arana
Ms. Bianca Porrino  
    and Mr. Jeff Whitmore
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Wiggins
Mr. Frank Williamson  
    and Ms. Patricia Powers 	   	
    Williamson

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley G. Williamson
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Wilson, III
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Winograd
Mr. Mitchell R. Woodbury
Joyce and Robert G. Wright
Wright Management  
    and Development
Bradley Zlotnick, M.D.

Investing in Infrastructure
Our donors provide gifts 
that support everything 
from exhibitions to programs 
to infrastructure. After the 
Museum’s fire suppression 
system began showing signs 
of degradation, we learned the 
pipes had rusted, creating the 
potential for failure during an 
emergency. Replacing these fire 
suppression pipes was a high 
priority project. 

Due to the size of our facility, 
the project proceeded in 
phases, starting in November 
2016 on the lower level, and 
moving upward through the 
Museum until the project was 
completed in May 2018. We are 
eternally grateful to the donors 
who understood the importance 
of infrastructure and protecting 
our most valuable assets—
our collections, exhibitions, 
visitors, and staff. We need only 
remember the catastrophic fire 

at the National Museum of Brazil 
to see how important it is to 
invest in our museums. 

A recent op-ed in the Los 
Angeles Times points out this 
dilemma, saying “infrastructure 
doesn’t generate press releases 
and donors aren’t lining up to 
slap their names on sprinkler 
systems.” We’re pleased to say 
that wasn’t the case here. Thank 
you again for your unerring 
commitment to The Nat!
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* Deceased 

   The San Diego Foundation 

  The Jewish Community Foundation
 
If we have omitted your name or made 
an error, please accept our apologies and 
help us correct our records by contacting 
Megan Callery at 619.255.0359 or 
mcallery@sdnhm.org.
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Special Events Partners  
 
The Museum offers a unique and memorable 
event venue for many organizations 
throughout the year. To ensure the success 
for all events the Museum partners with a 
group of exclusive preferred vendors who 
are familiar with the Museum and offer a 
complete range of services. 

AUDIO VISUAL | LIGHTING
Event Technologies Services

CATERING
Coast Catering
Continental Catering
Creative Catering
Crown Point Catering
Culinary Concepts
Feast On This
Personal Touch Dining
Root Cellar Catering Co.
Terra Catering
The Abbey Catering & Event Design
The French Gourmet
The Wild Thyme Company
Toast Catering 
Urban Kitchen Group

ENTERTAINMENT & EVENT PRODUCTION
Imagination Entertainment
Pacific Event Productions

FLORAL DESIGN
Green Fresh Florals

PARKING SERVICES
Ace Parking Management

PHOTOGRAPHY
Picture Bakery

RENTAL EQUIPMENT
Bright Event Rentals
Raphael’s Party Rentals
Patty’s Linen Rentals

In Memoriam 
Paula Knoll
Paula Knoll, a longtime Canyoneer 
and Museum supporter, lived her 
life with passion and intent. Paula, 
who passed away January 1, 2018, 
celebrated 30 years as a volunteer 
Canyoneer in 2017, logging more 
than 10,000 volunteer hours. 

Those who knew Paula in the 
early years remember the 
happy outdoor girl excited 
about learning, recording, and 
photographing plants, birds, 
and rocks, as she explored 
both mountains and desert and 
everything in between, looking 
for new places to include in 
the Canyoneer hiking program. 
She served many roles with the 
Canyoneers—president, hikes 
program coordinator, and the 
official Canyoneer historian. She 
also was active in collecting for 
the San Diego County Plant Atlas. 

Paula became one of the most 
popular and sought-after guides, 
with a loyal following who signed 
up for many of her hikes. 

Paula was a tireless promoter of 
The Nat and a terrific recruiter 
of new Canyoneer guides. In her 

quiet and unassuming way, she 
mentored many new Canyoneers, 
and helped them gain the 
confidence to grow as guides.

With her friend and fellow 
Canyoneer Alan Marshall and a 
few other dedicated volunteers, 
Paula prepared the annual 
hikes program for most of her 
years with the organization. The 
voluminous hike information 
Paula and Alan compiled for 
the program, and later for the 
San Diego Reader’s Roam-o-
rama weekly column, eventually 
blossomed into Coast to Cactus: 
The Canyoneer Trail Guide to San 
Diego Outdoors. A group effort 
involving many talented and 
dedicated Canyoneers, the book 
is part of Paula’s enduring legacy, 
not only for Canyoneers, but also 
for the public and for the Museum 
she loved and to which she gave 
so much of her time, expertise, 
and heart for more than 30 years.

Paula is survived by her husband, 
Pat, who also contributed to the 
trail guide, as well as two sisters, 
three stepchildren, and seven 
grandchildren.
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Gifts-in-kind
Harvard Business School Alumni  
     Club of San Diego
Alan Landers
John Stephen Munzinger
Eleanor and Jerome Navarra
REI
Phillip Roullard

MOTH BALL EVENT  
CO-CHAIRS
Anne Bullard
Flaminia Mangone
Demi Rogozienski

HIEROGLYPHIC MOTH TABLE
Rancho La Puerta/Deborah 	       	
    Szekely, Tombi and  
    Roberto Arjona

PAINTED TIGER MOTH TABLE
Mona Baumgartel  
    and John DeBeer
Anne and Greg Bullard
Cavignac & Associates
Jim and Mary Dawe
The Hom Family
Eleanor and Jerome Navarra
Frank and Demi Rogozienski
Maryanne and Harley Sefton
Jason Shilder and  
    Silke Laqua/First Republic
Mrs. Christy Walton
Zenith Insurance

SPLENDID ROYAL MOTH 
TICKETS
Roberto and Kathleen Cueva 
Iris Engstrand, Ph.D. 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Hoctor
Ann Laddon and Adrian Jaffer
Anne and Andy McCammon
Dr. Judith T. Munoz  
    and Dr. Daniel G. Munoz
Jessica and Eberhard Rohm
Dick Schwenkmeyer

PANDORA MOTH TICKETS
Bank of America
Ms. Danielle Barger
Anita Busquets and Bill Ladd
Ms. Patricia Cowett
Ms. Janie DeCelles
Lauren Walsh Forgione/Citrus PR 
Karen and Steven Garsson
Renee Herrell-Fitzgerald/Fitz  
    Nonprofit Consulting
Dr. Barbara Hoenecke  
    and Dr. Heinz Hoenecke
Mr. John Hopper
Dr. Donna Perdue  
    and Dr. Calvin Johnson
Tom and Julie Karlo/KPBS
Diana and Lowell Lindsay
Steven and DeEtte Loeffler
Flaminia Mangone
Monte Marshall
Rand and Elaine Newman
Thomas and Irene Oberbauer
Mrs. James B. Orwig
Bev Pecunia and Rock Calamia
Mr. and Mrs. Jim F. Prescott
Mr. and Mrs. Don Raub
Nancy J. Robertson
Ms. Jeanne C. Rosenberg
Sell Family Trust
Jeanne Glenner Shenkman
Dr. Robert D. Wallace
Tim and Adriana Wright
Bradley Zlotnick, M.D.

WISH LIST SPONSORS 
Roberto and Kathleen Cueva
Allison Henderson and Jay Miles
Dr. Barbara Hoenecke  
    and Dr. Heinz Hoenecke
Charles Kennel and Ellen Lehman
Lusardi Construction
Carla and Rudy Rehm
Maryanne and Harley Sefton
Carla Stayboldt, M.D.  
    and James Grisolia, M.D. 
Dr. Anne McGowan-Tuskes  
    and Dr. Paul Tuskes
Mrs. Christy Walton

CONTRIBUTIONS
Terri and William Buchanan
Mr. William H. Disher
Mr. and Mrs. James Dort
Andrea and Frank Goicoechea
Diana and Lowell Lindsay
Anne and Andy McCammon
Jean and Bill O’Daniel
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis C. Wilson

LIVE AUCTION SPONSORS
Anne and Greg Bullard
Charles Koll Jewellers 
Continental Catering
Favia Erickson Winegrowers
Golden Door Spa
Green Fresh Florals
La Casa Del Zorro
The Lodge at Torrey Pines
Rancho La Puerta
Rancho Las Cruces
The Wild Thyme

Moth Ball
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In Memoriam 
Spencer Luke

Endowments
Administrative Endowment
Ambassadors Circle Endowment
Joshua L. Baily Endowment for Marine 	    
    Invertebrates and Paleontology
Biodiversity Research Center of  
    the Californias Director’s Endowment
Mary and Dallas Clark Chair of Botany
James R. Colclough Paleontology Endowment
Ruth G. Comstock Entomology Endowment
Danziger Ornithology Endowment
Dorothy Elliott Museum Access  
    Fund Endowment
Endowed Chair for the President & CEO
Groce Natural History Endowment Fund  
    at the San Diego Foundation
William Randolph Hearst Endowed Fund  
    for Education Programs
Hill Endowment for Ornithology Research
Klauber Family Library Endowment
Grace and Laurence Klauber  
    Herpetology Endowment
Trust of Hallam J. Koons, in memory  
    of his father, Hallam T. Koons
Herbert N. Lowe Conchological Collection 
Mildred Meeder Endowment Fund  
    at the San Diego Foundation
Member Science Endowment
San Diego Society of Natural History General  
    Endowment at the San Diego Foundation
Topper Thomas Youth Education Endowment
The Stephen L. Walsh Vertebrate 	     
Paleontology Endowment
W.W. Whitney Library Endowment
Dennis and Carol Wilson Endowed  
    Chair of Ornithology

Natural Partners 
Natural Partners are corporate supporters 
of the Museum who gave $1,250 or more in 
cash, event or products and services support 
over the course of the year. We are proud to 
be associated with these organizations and 
are most appreciative of their generosity. 

BIODIVERSITY CHAMPION NATURAL 
PARTNER
Subaru of America Foundation, Inc.
Troutman Sanders LLP**

DESERT NATURAL PARTNER
CalPacific Marketing Group, Inc.
CerasoliStafford Media Management LLC**
KPBS-TV Public Broadcasting**
Simpler & Simpler**

MOUNTAIN NATURAL PARTNER 
Althea
ResMed
San Diego Gas & Electric

CHAPARRAL NATURAL PARTNER
Bank of America
Bender Dean Engineering**
Cavignac & Associates
Cook + Schmid, LLC 
First Republic Bank**
National University
Qualcomm, Inc. 
Rancho La Puerta
Scott Dunn USA Inc**
The Irvine Company**
The San Diego Foundation
Turpin & Rattan Engineering, Inc.**
Union Bank
Zagrodnik and Thomas Architects LLP**
Zenith Insurance Co.

COAST NATURAL PARTNER 
La Casa Del Zorro Resort & Spa**
Nordson Corporation Foundation
Rely Environmental**
Select Mailing Service, Inc.**
Wright Management and Development

** In-kind donation

In Memoriam  
The following individuals represent 
members, donors, and volunteers who have 
passed away this fiscal year. We are thankful 
for their commitment to the Museum and 
wish to honor their memories. 

William E. Beamer
Wolfgang Berger
Murray Bloom
Paula L. Brandes
Claire Brey
Thomas E. Cisco
Ken Clark
Karen Garsson
Charles Gorder

Jules Hertz
Spencer Luke
Paula Knoll
Catherine O. Kuck
Rudolph V. Regalado
Wilhelmina Reynolds
John R. Stevenson
Paul Strauss
Adrienne Wood

This year we were honored to receive a 
significant estate gift from Mr. Spencer 
Luke. Mr. Luke was the Collections Manager 
of Benthic Invertebrates at The Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography from 1969 to 
1998. He produced their first catalog of the 
Benthic Invertebrate Collection holdings 
and established an electronic database for 
subsequent catalog development.
 
Mr. Luke was also an avid traveler and joined 
Museum curators Reid Moran and Joe Jehl 
on numerous trips to Baja California. He had 
wonderful memories of these adventures and 
of being a Museum member. As a result he 
joined the Museum’s Live Oaks Society in 2016. 

Mr. Luke passed away in August 2017, and 
his decision to name the Museum as a 
beneficiary in his estate will have an impact 
for years to come. We are incredibly grateful 
for his commitment, and his legacy will 
now live on through future generations of 
Museum explorers. 
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Live Oaks Society
The Live Oaks Society is 
comprised of supporters who 
have made gifts to the Museum 
through their estate plans. 
 
Anonymous (10)
Marianne K. Adams
Dr. Janet A. Anderson  
    and Dr. Victor Van Lint
Francoise D. Baker
Dr. Annalisa Berta
Susan and Richard Breisch
George Brooks-Gonyer
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Bullard
Mrs. Ramona Bush
Ms. Anita Busquets  
    and Dr. William A. Ladd
Margaret E. Carl
Dale Hollis Clark
Jerry Clarkson
Karen and Dr. James F.* Clements
Mr. David R. Crawford

Jose de la Torre-Bueno
Mona Baumgartel and John DeBeer
Ms. Janie DeCelles
Tom and Deanne Deméré
Bill & Camille Doane
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Dort
Glenn and Jeanne* Dunham
Bernard J. Eggertsen
Iris and Paul* Engstrand
Meryl Faulkner
Ms. Michele Fergoda
Mrs. William Gordon
Robert and Linda Gordon
Judy Gradwohl
Dr. David E. and Barbara Groce
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Hager
Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Hambleton
Ed and Janelle Harris
Lois and John Harris
Ms. Susan Heller
Ms. Allison Henderson  
    and Dr. Jay Miles
Dorothy Hester
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hoctor
Kathleen Howell

Mr. and Mrs. Gary C. Jacobson
Adrian Jaffer
Mr. and Mrs. J. Edwin Jenkins
Jim and Lynne Jett
Dr. Donna Perdue  
     and Dr. Calvin Johnson
Linda D. King
Janet Klauber and Jim Melli
Ms. Sheri Knox
Catherine O. and Burton Kuck*
H. William Kuni
Ann Laddon
Diana E. Lindsay
Dr. Jack L. Littlepage
Ms. Barbara J. Lohne
Mr. Spencer Luke*
Dr. Monte Marshall
Mr. Jack T. McCord
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony* Mercieca
Dennis Morgan and Kathy Cusick
Judith T. Muñoz
Dr. James D. Nauman
Nancy Nenow
Mrs. Carol Netterblad
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Orton

Walter and Anne* Pagels
Mrs. Joseph R. Parker
James and Barbara Peugh
Rudy* and Marilyn Regalado
James K. Richardson
Rich and Harleen Roncaglia
Ms. Bonnie Sanchez
Ms. Ronnie Schneider
Richard C. Schwenkmeyer
Jeanne and Henry* Shenkman
David Dwyer Smith
Dr.* and Mrs. John R. Stevenson
Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord Stickney
Phyllis and Frank Tabor
Christine Tratnyek
Drs. Paul and Ann Tuskes
Phil Unitt
Dr. Robert C. Vinton
Dr. Michael Wall and Ms. Allison Teem
Marian Warwick
Mrs. Gloria Wilkes Van Norman
Jerry and Shana Wilson
Mrs. Mary M. Yount

* Deceased
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In Memoriam 
Karen Garsson
The Museum lost a great friend 
and board member when 
Karen Garsson passed away 
on May 12, 2018. Karen joined 
our Board in 2014, and served 
on the Executive, Finance and 
Audit Committees, bringing 
her unique combination of 
kindness, intelligence, high 
ethical standards and great 
sense of humor. Karen spent the 
majority of her career, over 24 
years, at SAIC. As vice president 
of corporate responsibility, she 

designed and implemented 
corporate citizenship strategies 
involving employee engagement, 
community outreach and 
environmental sustainability 
initiatives. 

Karen carried her philosophy of 
engagement and community 
outreach into her personal 
life through volunteer service 
on several boards, including 
Athena San Diego, the UCSD 
Alumni Association, the 

San Diego Humane Society, 
Project Wildlife, the San 
Diego Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, and the San Diego 
Science Alliance, in addition to 
The Nat. A devoted San Diegan, 
Karen received her bachelor’s 
degree in management 
science from the University of 
California, San Diego and her 
MBA from the University of San 
Diego. 
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Roberto Arjona, Vice Chair
Austin Blue
Terri Buchanan, Treasurer
Anne Bullard
Anita Busquets, Chair
Mary Dawe, At Large
John DeBeer
John Downing
Karen Garsson
Stephen Hill
Georganne Hoctor
Kathryn Kim, At Large
Diana Lindsay
DeEtte Loeffler
Stanley Maloy, Ph.D.
Steve McDonald
Judith Muñoz 
Rand Newman
Tom Oberbauer, Secretary
Ron Ottinger
Demi Rogozienski
Jessica Dee Rohm
Jon Schmid, At Large
Jason Shidler
Melvin Spiese
Jeff Witt

TRUSTEES EMERITI 
Pamela M. Bruder
Dale Clark
Mary H. Clark*
James Clements*
Joan Parker
Norman C. Roberts., DVM*
Harley Sefton
Thomas W. Sefton*
Christy Walton
Carol Wilson

HONORARY TRUSTEES 
Charmaine* and Maurice* Kaplan 
Philip M. Klauber*
Donna K. Sefton*
Richard Schwenkmeyer
Nita and Henk van der Werff
Dennis Wilson

Board of Directors 
2017–2018

Enrique Hambleton, Co-Chair
Thomas Oberbauer,  Co-Chair
Eric Anderson
Roberto Arjona
Austin Blue				  
Richard Cudney 
Gustavo Danemann		
Iris Engstrand, Ph.D.
Martin Goebel
Karen Garsson
Alan Harper, Ph.D.
Davida Herzl			 
Richard Kiy
Sergio Knaebel
Laura Martínez Ríos
Steven McDonald
Anne McEnany
Tim Means
Jerome Navarra 
Rodolfo Ogarrio
James Riley
Jaime Roberts Vildosola
Carolina Shepard Espinoza
Laura Silvan
Melvin Spiese				  
Drew Talley
Roberto Valdes
Jim Waring
Sula Vanderplank
Mary Yang
Emily Young

* Deceased

Binational 
Advisory Board 
2017–2018 Judy Gradwohl

President and CEO

Eowyn Bates
Vice President, Institutional 
Advancement

Mark Orozco
Vice President, CFO, and COO

Beth Redmond-Jones
Vice President, Engagement  
and Education

Michael Wall, Ph.D.
Curator of Entomology
Vice President, Science  
and Conservation

Tom Deméré, Ph.D.
Curator of Paleontology

Bradford Hollingsworth, Ph.D.
Curator of Herpetology

Jon P. Rebman, Ph.D.
Curator of Botany
The Mary and Dallas Clark 
Endowed Chair of Botany

Philip Unitt
Curator of Birds and Mammals
The Dennis and Carol Wilson 
Endowed Chair of Ornithology

Margaret Dykens
Director of the Research  
Library and Registrar

Rebecca Handelsman
Senior Director of 
Communications

Katrice Lee
Senior Director of  
Development and Grants

Jennifer Padilla
Senior Director of Visitor 
Experience

Ghia Santos
Controller

Lauren Smeenge
Senior Director of Events

Senior Management 
2017–2018

CANYONEERS
Rochelle Gaudette, President
Stacey Vielma, Vice President

DOCENTS
Rick Fitch, President
Kristen Churchill,  
     Co-Vice President
Jill Crane, Co-Vice President

WHALERS
Jim Clevenger, President
Stefanie Curtis, Vice President

THE COVEY
Pamela Hartwell, Co-President
Julie Johnson Lavelli,  
     Co-President

Volunteer Officers
2017–2018
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COVER PHOTO
The San Quintín kangaroo rat is 
one of several species museum 
researchers rediscovered this 
year. Photo by Alan Harper.

INSIDE BACK COVER PHOTO
A group of researchers from 
various institutions in Mexico 
and San Diego, including the 
Museum’s Curator of Botany  
Dr. Jon Rebman, take a break 
from the heat and humidity  
during plant surveys on a 
binational, interdisciplinary 
expedition to Sierra la Gata in 
Baja California Sur. Photo by 
Deborah Small.
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STREET ADDRESS
San Diego Natural History Museum 
1788 El Prado, Balboa Park 
San Diego, CA 92101 
 
MAILING ADDRESS
San Diego Natural History Museum 
P.O. Box 121390 
San Diego, CA 92112-1390

SDNAT.ORG

Our Mission
To interpret the natural 
world through research, 
education, and exhibits; to 
promote understanding of 
the evolution and diversity 
of southern California 
and the peninsula of Baja 
California; and to inspire in 
all a respect for nature and 
the environment.
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