


Our Mission
To interpret the natural world 
through research, education, 
and exhibits; to promote 
understanding of the evolution 
and diversity of southern 
California and the peninsula of 
Baja California; and to inspire 
in all a respect for nature and 
the environment.



My first year at the helm was exhilarating, challenging 
and fun. It passed with warp speed, and it will be a 
hard act to follow.

Every year our scientists publish their research 
results, but rarely are studies released that shake the 
foundations of our understanding. Paleontologist Tom 
Deméré and his 10 co-authors re-wrote the history 
of human habitation in our hemisphere with the 
publication of their work on the Cerutti Mastodon site.  

Our Entomology Department also generated 
international attention with the description of a new 
and large genus of spider found in abandoned silver 
mines in the Sierra Cacachilas of Baja California Sur. 
The research highlights our collaboration with Mexican 
counterparts to document and preserve flora and 
fauna of the Baja peninsula.

On the public side of the house we opened six 
exhibitions, including ones on dinosaurs, the mastodon 
find, and Baja’s coastal wilderness. The Atrium has 
come to life with the new Flying Squirrel cafe and 
specimens from our Nature to You loan program.

We’ve also been planning for the first in our new series 
of exhibitions created by our staff. Unshelved: Cool 
Stuff from Storage will highlight our collections with 
surprising, fascinating and beautiful specimens from our 
storage areas. 

Behind the scenes we completed a new strategic 
roadmap that will guide our work during the run 
up to our 150th anniversary.  We are grateful to the 

hundreds of staff, volunteers, members, supporters, 
community leaders, and colleagues who contributed 
ideas and feedback.

The strategy calls for us to lead with our science and 
use our results to aid environmental conservation 
efforts. We’re also returning to our roots in citizen 
science and strengthening partnerships with local 
science, education, and conservation communities. 
We’ll focus our education efforts to ensure that The 
Nat remains a critical element of childhood in San 
Diego, and feeds the curiosity of adults.

With help from The Sefton Foundation we established 
a new Evolutionary Venture Fund to experiment with 
new educational offerings and bolster the revenue 
streams that support our programming.

We are honoring our storied past as we point the 
Museum toward the future. I value the large and 
cordial community that supports the Museum, and  
am proud to present this annual report. 

Dear Museum Friends,

Sincerely, 

 
 
Judy Gradwohl 
President and CEO 
San Diego Natural History Museum
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Nature is 
the biggest 

exhibition of all.
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The Museum was founded in 1874 by citizen scientists 
eager to share what they learned about the natural 
history of this region. With our 150th anniversary 
approaching in 2024, we identified an opportunity to 
refocus our purpose and vision, to describe how we 
will best fulfill our mission, and how we will shape our 
growth in the years to come. To this end, in fall 2016 
we initiated a strategy development process.  
 
Hundreds of diverse stakeholders—staff, 
representatives from the Board of Directors, Museum 
members, and community leaders—contributed their 
perspectives on the Museum’s current work. They 
also offered input through a framing question that 
addressed the underlying purpose of the Museum’s 
role: What is our long-term strategy to sustain and 
conserve our bioregion?  
 
Feedback, both complimentary and critical, was 
synthesized into a unifying principle that will guide the 
Museum’s activities and decision making.

We will expand our leadership 
in bioregional natural sciences; 
increase our binational 
educational efforts with students 
and the public; and intensify our 
efforts to protect and conserve 
the region by sharing our 
scientific knowledge. 
 
The Museum’s driving force remains unchanged, and we 
continue to operate with our mission front of mind. As 
we move forward, and through all aspects of our work, 
we don’t just seek to understand our world better. We 
want to share what we know, get people excited about 
it, and do our part to make the world a better place.
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A mastodon fossil discovery made 25 years ago by 
researchers from the Museum changed everything we 
thought we knew about humans in the New World. 
An April 2017 media announcement placed the 
Museum’s scientists on an international stage, garnered 
widespread media coverage, and stirred dialog within 
the science community. 

The 130,000-year-old fossil remains were discovered 
in November 1992 by Museum staff at a freeway 
expansion project site (named the Cerutti Mastodon 
site for paleontologist Richard Cerutti who made the 
discovery). The sharply broken mastodon fossils were 
found alongside large stones that appeared to have 
been used as hammers and anvils, which made this the 
oldest archaeological site in the Americas and pushed 
back the record of early humans on this continent by 
more than 100,000 years. 

After decades of research by a multi-disciplinary team 
of respected scientists, in February 2017 the Museum 
learned a manuscript was accepted for publication 
by the prestigious peer-reviewed journal Nature. The 
team had only eight weeks to develop an exhibit that 
would showcase the specimens and manage a global 
announcement, which included synchronizing efforts 
among 11 co-authors. 

On April 26, 2017, the discovery was announced and 
made headline news in hundreds of media outlets 
around the world—Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, 

National Geographic, BBC News, The Guardian, Good 
Morning America, and more. Since the dust has settled, 
the discovery continues to be the source of inquiries 
from both media and scientists alike. 

Even though the Cerutti Mastodon news should have 
been enough to last a year, other research efforts across 
the institution also yielded international news coverage. 

Weeks before the Cerutti Mastodon announcement, the 
Department of PaleoServices and its unique business 
model was the subject of a comprehensive article in 
Washington Post. The same week as the announcement, 
botany made the news. Science writer Natalie Angier 
spent time with Curator of Botany Dr. Jon Rebman after 
she became curious about the diverse cacti she saw 
at Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. The result was a 
feature article in The New York Times, which included an 
interview with Rebman.

Our Entomology team also made headlines when they—
along with experts from Mexico and Brazil—discovered 
a new genus and species of large cave-dwelling spider, 
the Sierra Cacachilas wandering spider (Califorctenus 
cacachilensis). Read about it on facing page.  

The San Diego Natural History Museum continues to 
invest in research, discovery, and conservation. While 
focusing on the region of Southern California and the 
Baja California Peninsula, the institution’s research efforts 
are making a significant impact on the global stage. 

Regionally Focused,  
Globally Significant. 
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Apparently, few things capture the world’s imagination 
like the thought of finding large spiders in dark places. 

When the Museum announced the discovery of a new 
species of spider earlier this year, the world media went 
bonkers. News of the discovery of the Sierra Cacachilas 
Wandering Spider (Califorctenus cacachilensis), a large 
species of spider first discovered in abandoned silver 
mines in Baja California Sur, spread around the globe. 

Well over 100 articles were written in more than a 
dozen languages with an estimated reach of at least 189 
million people. While our Entomology Department staff 
like to think it is because everyone loves spiders, online 

comments like, “Nope. Nope. Nope.” seem to suggest 
otherwise. 

Although the attention might have been derived from 
the general public’s fear of spiders, the Museum used 
the opportunity to provide education about spiders and 
the Museum’s mission. In interviews, our resident spider 
expert, Jim Berrian, emphasized our binational research 
effort with Mexico and that most spiders, despite their 
reputation, are harmless. Not every discovery titillates 
the world’s imagination like “giant” cave-dwelling 
spiders, but the story embodies all the research we do 
conduct and our continued commitment to exploration 
and discovery of our natural world.

Spider Discovery Gains 
Worldwide Attention
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We’ve been busy. We opened six—yes, six!—exhibitions 
last year. The Last Hurrah: the Photography of Abe 
Ordover was the culmination of a decade of work by 
local gallery owner and Museum partner Abe Ordover. 
We greatly appreciate Abe’s curation of 35 shows in the 
4th floor photography gallery.

We were thrilled to be the first museum—outside of the 
National Geographic Museum in Washington, D.C.—to 
present Photo Ark (pictured here), which showcased 
the work of National Geographic photographer Joel 
Sartore. These photos are a small part of his much 
bigger Photo Ark project to document the world’s 
animal species before they disappear. Each image is a 
visual connection between the animals and people who 
can help protect them.

Baja’s Wild Side featured the breathtaking photography 
of shark expert and Scripps marine biologist  
Dr. Dan Cartamil as he explored Baja California’s Pacific 
coast region. The exhibition, which remains on view, 
chronicles a fragile paradise of remote and hauntingly 
beautiful landscapes, wildlife, and ancient rock art.  

Animals: Machines in Motion, a traveling exhibition from 
The Field Museum, engaged visitors with hands-on 
activities that brought the concept of biomechanics 
to life. Visitors could feel how hard a giraffe’s heart 
works to pump blood up to its head, see technological 
breakthroughs that were inspired by nature’s ingenuity, 
and come face-to-face with a life-sized cast of Sue, the 
largest and most complete T. rex ever discovered. 

And since dinosaurs are our thing, we closed out 
the summer with the immersive Ultimate Dinosaurs, 
featuring unfamiliar dinosaurs that evolved in isolation 
in South America, Africa, and Madagascar. Augmented 
reality technology allowed visitors to see how the 
continental drift altered the landscape of the ancient 
world, setting the stage for the evolution of these 
amazing creatures.

And of course, our permanent exhibition Extraordinary 
Ideas from Ordinary People: A History of Citizen 
Science opened to much fanfare. Read the full story on 
facing page. 

A Banner Year
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Ordinary People and 
Extraordinary Ideas: 
One Year Later
In August 2016, the double glass doors opened to the 
public for the brand-new Eleanor and Jerome Navarra 
Special Collections Gallery, the home of our signature 
exhibition Extraordinary Ideas from Ordinary People: A 
History of Citizen Science. This marked the first time in 
many years we opened a new exhibition space on the 
main research floor of The Nat. 

Within those glass doors we showcase some of our 
most precious treasures from the collection of rare 
books, original fine art, archival photographs, and field 
notes sequestered away in our Research Library. Some 
of these treasures include the double elephant folio of 
Audubon’s Birds of America, one of the world’s rarest 
books, along with many other antiquarian volumes such 
as Hortus Sanitatis, a 500-year-old medicinal book. 
Because conservation concerns require us to rotate 
pages, specimens, and the books themselves, our 
visitors will always see new things on return visits. 

The most compelling aspect of this exhibition is the 
ability to see the authentic antiquarian books alongside 
the digitized versions, which gives viewers the best 
of both worlds. Guests now have the ability to greatly 

expand pages and see tiny details that were previously 
invisible to the naked eye. 

Although the exhibition’s theme of citizen science was 
years in the making, it could not have been more timely 
this year in terms of the large number of active citizen 
science projects proliferating in our own Museum as well 
as many other science institutions worldwide. Visitors 
who appreciate art, writing, or photography—but do 
not necessarily see themselves as science nerds—are 
encouraged to participate in science in new ways.

Never before on view original art works from the early 
1900s by A. R. Valentien are on display in our upstairs 
mezzanine. The kids’ Book Nook upstairs has become 
a favorite hangout for little visitors and their adult 
companions, who welcome the opportunity to sit and 
read in a whimsical and kid-friendly spot. 

In March 2017 the Museum received the American 
Association of Museums Excellence in Exhibition 
Honorable Mention Award for this exhibition. This 
national recognition underscores the stellar work of  
our exhibits team.
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Expedition. The word conjures up images of pith 
helmet clad explorers led by local guides hacking their 
way through vine-tangled jungles in search of lost 
temples. Or perhaps you see ice-frosted mustaches on 
fur-laden explorers led by sled dogs across limitless 
ice sheets. Beyond these Hollywood stereotypes, 
expedition simply implies exploring the unexplored, 
even when it is someone’s backyard.

Every day, the sun rises over the Sierra Cacachilas 
for the more than 215,000 residents of La Paz in 
Baja California Sur. Less than a 45-minute drive from 
the local airport, these mountains form the eastern 
backdrop for Baja California Sur’s largest city. Yet, for 
centuries they remained unexplored by biologists.

This past year, the Museum completed a four-year 
effort to explore the Sierra Cacachilas, an area of 
arroyos, steep walled canyons, oak studded hillsides, 
and rocky peaks. This diversity of habitats creates 
lots of little nooks and crannies that are home to an 
impressive diversity of life.  
 
The research team of 49 scientists, students, and 
volunteers documented the presence of 169 species 
of vertebrates and 496 species of plants in the Sierra 
Cacachilas. Based on a survey of better known 
invertebrate groups (e.g., butterflies and spiders), 
the team estimates that there are anywhere from 

1,800 to 3,600 species of insects and relatives. It is 
safe to say that the Sierra Cacachilas harbors a great 
deal of regional biodiversity. For instance, the Sierra 
Cacachilas is home to roughly a quarter of all the bird 
species and half of all the butterflies known from the 
state of Baja California Sur (102 of 432 bird species;  
50 of 117 butterflies). 
 
In addition to harboring lots of biodiversity, the 
Sierra Cacachilas held a few surprises for our intrepid 
explorers. Our botanists discovered 16 species of plants 
that were thought to be only found in the mountains 
further south, suggesting that the Sierra Cacachilas are 
a small “sky island” refuge for rare plants. Of course 
no expedition is complete without a new species 
or two, and the Cacachilas did not disappoint. The 
now celebrated Sierra Cacachilas Wandering Spider 
captured the world’s attention when its discovery was 
announced, and the entomology team continues to 
work on finalizing scientific publications to describe 
three other new species.

Expedition is synonymous with exploration and 
discovery, but it is also the first step in conservation. A 
lasting contribution of this study is that it will serve as 
a benchmark for future monitoring of environmental 
change in the region. Without knowledge we cannot 
conserve, and a surprising amount of the world 
remains unknown, even areas in our own backyard.

Exploration: 
It’s In Our Nature
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There are as many reasons for someone to name the 
San Diego Natural History Museum in their estate plans 
as there are Museum members. 

For some, it’s knowing that this Balboa Park legacy 
institution has already been in existence for 143 years 
and is here for the long run. Others say it’s a matter of 
shared values—a concern for the environment and an 
appreciation for science education. Some take pride in 
the Museum being the source for pre-eminent natural 
science information about the region, and want to help 
see that role maintained and expanded. Still others 
have deeply personal reasons, often drawn from their 
family experience.  

One of these heartwarming stories is from Phil Unitt, 
the Dennis and Carol Wilson Endowed Curator of 
Ornithology. He shared a deeply personal story at this 
summer’s Live Oaks rooftop reception honoring new 
Live Oaks members. Phil’s brother, followed by his 

mother, both died in a short time frame—within the past 
three years—suddenly leaving Phil with a great deal to 
think over. Having spent his very notable career at the 
Museum, Phil concluded that leaving his estate to the 
Museum was an important statement, a way to “give 
back”.

As for many of us, however, the process of finding 
an attorney, answering questions, and filling out 
paperwork, had slipped to the “back burner.” Often 
even close friends and family do not realize what a 
person’s wishes truly are. Phil knew he didn’t want to 
leave loose ends and uncertainty behind him so he took 
steps to find an attorney who worked well with him. 
Phil’s will and a trust are now complete, and now that 
his wishes are clearly stated, he can have confidence 
in his plans and enjoy knowing he will be assisting the 
Museum far into the future. 

Thank you, Phil, and welcome to Live Oaks.  

Live Oaks Society Continues 
to Grow Through Personal 
Connections and Contributions 
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All of the Museum’s volunteers are special but John La 
Grange, botany department associate, is exceptional. 
John, pictured above, started as a volunteer 11 years 
ago working on the San Diego County Plant Atlas. 
Botany staff was so impressed with his ability to 
identify plants that they invited him to join them in the 
field. Shortly after, they asked him to be a department 
associate, a designation given to volunteers who go 
above and beyond. John has earned that title. He not 
only collects and mounts specimens, but he performs 
other tasks in the department, such as scoping out 
new locations to collect, contributing to scientific 
publications, and helping prepare for field research. 

Because of John’s knowledge of the Baja peninsula, 
Curator of Botany Jon Rebman invited him to 
participate in trips to the Sierra Cacachilas Mountains 
and Revillagigedo Islands. On the islands, John focused 
on another passion—shells—as well as assisting Jon 
Rebman with collecting plants. John prepared a report 
on the shells he found which will be included in a soon-
to-be published scientific paper for the Proceedings, 
our Museum’s scientific publication. John has also 
participated in field work for a National Geographic 

grant to find 15 species in Baja that have not been 
collected since the 1800s. On two separate trips, even 
with questionable locality information, they recently 
discovered two of the missing species.

Volunteers like John are just the tip of iceberg. Last 
year 750 volunteers contributed over 56,000 hours in 
many roles. That is equivalent to 27 full-time employees 
and $1.6 million in donated time. Volunteers in the 
Biodiversity Research Center of the Californias perform 
tasks that help maintain the collections. Teenagers 
assist the staff in summer, spring, and winter camps. 
Whalers educate passengers on whale watching trips. 
Canyoneers lead free public nature hikes. Docents 
provide outreach to the schools and, along with other 
volunteers, they engage visitors with the Museum. A 
dedicated crew ensures the live animals are healthy and 
well fed. Other volunteers help with mailings, filing, and 
other office tasks. 

Thanks to these dedicated volunteers, the Museum 
can fulfill its mission to provide education and conduct 
research on the biodiversity of our region. 

Volunteers Provide Support 
Valued at $1.6 Million
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We’ve always been an advocate of getting people 
outdoors to appreciate the beauty and diversity of our 
area. And in September 2016, our Canyoneers made it 
easier for everyone to get outside and hit the trails when 
they released their very own trail guide. 

Coast to Cactus: The Canyoneer Trail Guide to San Diego 
Outdoors features more than 250 hikes with maps, 
photographs, and detailed descriptions. Different from 
other guidebooks, it is focused on the flora and fauna of 
the region, encouraging hikers to look for what makes 
the area special and to gain an appreciation for the 
plants, animals, and physical features that create distinct 
habitats. The book is similar to the experience of being 
on a guided hike with a Canyoneer. 

The project was a dozen years in the making and was 
made a reality thanks to the efforts of a whole team of 
people, namely more than 50 of our Canyoneers—all 
volunteers—the Museum curators, and Board Member 
Diana Lindsay, owner of Sunbelt Publications and a 
Canyoneer herself, who tirelessly served as a champion 
for this project. 

The Canyoneer program is just one of several programs 
the Museum offers to get people out in nature. Another 
set of dedicated volunteers, the Whalers, go on board 
every Hornblower whale watching cruise to engage 
passengers by identifying whales, dolphins, and marine 
life, showing whale specimens like baleen and vertebrae, 
and facilitating activities for the kids onboard. 

New Trail Guide Encourages 
People to Get Outside and 
Appreciate Nature

We believe in preserving this 
incredible region. And when people 
explore and appreciate it firsthand, 
they’re that much more likely to 
have a passion for the cause. Our 
passion for nature is infectious. 
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In 2014, the Museum offered a first-of-its-kind museum 
inclusion program for visitors with an autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD). ASD Mornings at The Nat is a monthly 
program that opens the Museum early to the families of 
visitors with ASD so that they can explore the Museum 
in an environment they find more comfortable—one 
with fewer people, higher light levels, and lower volume 
levels. This is a large and growing community, and 
in the three years since this program began the ASD 
community has responded positively to it, and other 
museums have replicated its success. 

Based in part on this pioneering effort, The Nat created 
a program called SPECTRUM Social Stories to address 
the needs of an aging ASD population. With support 
from The Institute of Museum and Library Services, 
the Balboa Park Cultural Partnership, and the National 
Foundation for Autism Research, this program provides 
a structured opportunity for high functioning, verbal 
young adults ages 18–25 with ASD to come together 
with their peers and practice social skills, participate 
in organized trips to seven Balboa Park museums, and 
work with Museum staff to create written social stories 
for each of the museums visited, and for Balboa Park 
overall. A social story is a written or visual access tool 
to help individuals with ASD understand the various 
social interactions, situations, behaviors, skills, or 
concepts that are expected in a public setting.  

Besides preparing other visitors with ASD for what they 
will experience when visiting Balboa Park, these eight 
social stories will also be used as “access narratives” for 
visitors with other cognitive and physical differences 
such as Sensory Processing Disorder.

Museums provide opportunities for individuals, families, 
and groups to spend quality time together in an 
interactive environment that aims to foster a sense of 
community and enjoyment. Through the creation of 
these programs, and the upcoming availability of the 
social stories for a wider audience, The Nat is ensuring 
that these benefits are available to a more inclusive 
group of visitors.

Increasing Accessibility 
Throughout the Park
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Canyoneers

led 81 hikes for 2,297 people

Docents
reached 4,598 students and chaperones with 166 programs

Whalers
reached 27,871 passengers on 271 cruises through 
Hornblower Cruises and Events

64 high school students
volunteered for spring, winter and summer camps

9 high school and 3 college students
completed internships

750
total volunteers

55,929
total volunteer hours

$1,591,739
Dollar value of volunteer hours

(per Bureau of Labor Statistics) 

Nature to You Loan Library

628 loans reaching 91,316 people

School Programs

793 programs reaching 29,463 people

Family and Public Programs

116 programs serving 8,111 participants

Museum Access Funds

6,374 students from Title 1 schools served

Public Programs

Volunteers

Visitation

449,472 
people visited the Museum 

518,456 
people visited sdnat.org

total number of specimens
~8 million 

Birds

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
50,071

450

Entomology

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
~1,059,200

184,758 
Paleontology 

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
1,431,703

25,414   
Botany 

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
258,210

7,958

Research Library

Volumes
56,000

Marine Invertebrates

5 million
Mineralogy

Specimens
15,000

Mammals

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
24,645

398
Herpetology

New specimens collected 

Total specimens 
77,738

562

Social Media

9,013
followers

209
subscribers

40,517
likes

2,023
followers

Collections

By the Numbers
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During fiscal year 2016–17, the Museum focused on 
financial sustainability through strategic planning, 
identifying new opportunities to fund our mission 
related activities, and active resource management. 
As a result, total assets were consistent with the prior 
year. Cash decreased by $800K; however, invested 
endowment funds grew to $17.3M, an increase of $1.8M, 
showing that the Museum is committed to a saving and 
investment program that provides ongoing support of 
operations, research and education.

While our total revenue decreased, we finished the 
fiscal year with a small operating surplus. Activities that 
produce the highest sources of revenue continue to be 
admissions, contributions and Bio and Paleo Services 
contracts. Contract income was consistent with the prior 
year and continues to provide much needed support for 
scientific research and related education programs.

The overall decrease in revenue was due to two 
primary factors. For the first time in five years, the 
Museum was not soliciting donations for a capital or 
special projects campaign. As a result, contributions 
revenue decreased to a more typical level. Although 
contributions were about $4 million less than in fiscal 
year 2015–16, a portion of funds from last capital 
campaign were designated to support current projects. 
Also, two traveling exhibitions hosted this year did not 
perform as expected, which resulted in about $240K 
less in admissions revenue. The Museum’s response 

was to move away from traveling exhibitions and begin 
working on a new project that features our own historic 
collections. Unshelved: Cool Stuff from Storage will 
open in November 2017.

Exhibition and science/research expenses were slightly less 
than the prior year, while general administration expenses 
were essentially the same. That is consistent with a year 
in which our core exhibitions have been completed, and 
operations are normalizing, pending the implementation of 
new strategic initiatives adopted this year.

The Museum’s financial condition at June 30, 2017 is 
reflected in the Statement of Financial Position (at 
right). Additional details can be found in the audited 
financial statements, which are available on our 
website. The continued focus on sustainable operations, 
made possible through generous gifts and increasing 
diversified sources of revenue, has resulted in a strong 
financial foundation that will allow us to continue to 
invest in scientifically relevant, mission-related research 
and education activities.

 
 
 
 
Terri Buchanan 
Treasurer 
Museum Board of Directors

Financials

Expenses

$10,686,827

35% | Exhibitions

9% | Education

9% | General administration

9% | Fundraising

1% | Membership

8% | Communications and marketing

29% | Collections and research

Revenue 
and Support

$10,969,118

31% | Admissions and other operating income

26% | Contributions

7% | Endowment/investment income

4% | Membership

8% | Government grants

4% | Other income

20% | Bio and Paleo Services contracts

14  |  sdnat.org



Annual Report  |  2016–2017  |  15

July 1, 2016–June 30, 2017
Operating Revenue and Expenses
Revenue and Support Fiscal Year 2017 Fiscal Year 2016

Admissions and other operating income $3,398,737 31% $3,593,518 24%

Bio and Paleo Services contracts $2,232,424 20% $2,364,382 16%

Endowment/investment income $762,029 7% $492,339 3%

Contributions $2,813,048 26% $6,951,469 47%

Membership $404,251 4% $440,202 3%

Government grants $854,674 8% $639,038 4%

Other income $503,955 4% $444,171 3%

Total Revenue and Support $10,969,118 100% $14,925,119

Expenses

Collections and research $3,062,617 29% $3,172,331 27%

Education $932,630 9% $984,336 8%

Exhibitions $3,753,516 35% $4,186,197 36%

Fundraising $947,963 9% $977,758 8%

Membership $128,068 1% $180,115 2%

Communications and marketing $862,732 8% $1,024,019 9%

General administration $999,301 9% $1,101,297 9%

Total Expenses $10,686,827 100% $11,626,053

Operating revenue and support  
in excess of expenses

$282,291 $3,299,066

Financial Position
Assets Fiscal Year 2017 Fiscal Year 2016

Cash $2,055,454 $2,855,487

Investments and perpetual trusts $24,968,799 $22,840,881

Receivables and prepaid expenses $2,070,266 $2,321,625

Property, equipment (less accumulated depreciation) $21,151,314 $22,155,841

Total Assets $50,245,833 $50,173,834

Liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $1,245,095 $1,291,512

Other short term liabilities $123,740 $113,951

Notes payable $99,386 $525,000

Total Liabilities $1,468,221 $1,930,463

Net Assets

Unrestricted $21,168,727 $22,536,860

Temporarily restricted $10,251,861 $8,393,574

Permanently restricted $17,357,024 $17,312,937

Total Net Assets $48,777,612 $48,243,371

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $50,245,833 $50,173,834

Additonal information on the Museum’s financial results can be found at sdnat.org.



16  |  sdnat.org

Birds and Mammals  
Research Associates

Ms. Susan Arter

Dr. James Diffendorfer 

Dr. Marilyn Fogel 

Dr. Jeffrey L. Lincer

Dr. Eric Mellink
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Subaru of America, Inc.
WWW Foundation
Walter J. and Betty C. Zable 		
		 Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
J.F. Beyster Fund 
M.A. Beyster Fund II 
American Education Endowment, 	
		 SBC Fund at the recommendation 	
		 of Laura Bond and Patrick Sewall
Ms. Debbie Fritsch  
		 and Mr. Pat Boyce
Boys and Girls Foundation
Estate of Esther J. Burnham 
Carolyn and Cliff Colwell 
Ms. Courtney Coyle and  
		 Mr. Steven McDonald
Cox Cares Fund  
Mr. and Mrs. James Dawe
Bill Disher
Ms. Marion M. Eggertsen
Hattie Ettinger Conservation Fund 	
		 at the recommendation  
		 of Janie DeCelles 
Lois and John Harris Trust Fund
John H. and Vickie L. Harris 
Heller Foundation of San Diego
Ann Laddon and Adrian Jaffer 
Ms. Silke Laqua and  
		 Mr. Jason Shidler
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony* Mercieca

Merck Partnership for Giving
Merrill Lynch
The Munn Family Foundation, Inc.
The Kenneth T. and  
		 Eileen L. Norris Foundation
Orca Fund at the request  
		 of Paul Eichen  
Dr. Rebecca Papendick  
		 and Dr. Jay Savage
Pfizer Foundation Matching  
		 Gifts Program
Allison and Robert Price 
		 Family Foundation Fund
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Riley
Richard C. Schwenkmeyer
The Wells Fargo Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Allergy and Rheumatology  
		 Medical Clinic
Mr. and Mrs. Roberto Arjona 
Ms. Carol Baird and Dr. Alan Harper
Mr. William Barbour
Jeff Block and Michele Gerus
Ms. Joye Blount and  
		 Mr. Jessie J. Knight, Jr.
Henry W. Bull Foundation
Cavignac & Associates
Dr. and Mrs. Roberto A. Cueva
Iris Engstrand
Event Network, Inc.
Samuel I. & John Henry Fox 		
		 Foundation
The General Atomics Sciences 	
		 Education Foundation
Judy Gradwohl
Denise and Michael Hager
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Hebdon
Mr. and Mrs. William Herrin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hoctor
Gary and Carrie Huckell
Mr. and Mrs. Gary C. Jacobson
Jeanne and Joseph Jehl
Kinder Morgan Foundation
Ms. Mary Rider and  
		 Mr. John La Grange
Diana and Lowell Lindsay
Lions Club of San Diego
J. Andrew and  
		 Anne W. McCammon Fund 
Dr. Judith T. Muñoz and  
		 Dr. Daniel G. Muñoz
Nordson Corporation Foundation
Jean and Bill O’Daniel
Mrs. James B. Orwig 
Arthur P. and Jeanette G. Pratt 	
		 Memorial Fund
Jim and Claudia Prescott 

Thank You | July 1, 2016–June 30, 2017
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Mrs. Valerie Quate and  
		 Mr. Jim Myers
Rudolph and Carla Rehm
Nancy Robertson and  
		 Mark Cookingham
Mr. and Mrs. Eberhard H. Rohm
Jeanne Shenkman
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Strauss
Strauss Family Foundation
Swantz Trust
Ms. Millie Basden and  
		 Dr. Peter Thomas
Drs. Paul and Ann Tuskes
University of California Riverside
Michael Wall and Allison Teem
Zenith Insurance Co.

$1,000-$2,400
Anonymous
Walter and Jody Andersen
Eowyn Bates and  
		 Christopher Croom
Ms. Connie Matsui and  
		 Mr. William Beckman
The Beckman-Matsui Family Fund  
		 at the Rancho Santa Fe 		
		 Foundation
Carl Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Berg
Dr. and Mrs. Wolfgang Berger
Beyster Family Foundation Fund IV 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Blackman
Mr. and Mrs. William Buchanan 
Susan and Richard Breisch  
Dr. J. David Bukry
Mrs. Dinah L. Carl and Mr. Scott E. Carl
Dr. Margaret E. Carl
Charles Schwab
Clark-Hunter Foundation
Ms. Rebecca Vesterfelt and  
		 Mr. Louis Cohen
The Sahan Daywi Foundation  
		 at the request of Christopher  
		 and Mila Conlan
The Covey
Virginia and Doug Crockett
Mrs. Julia Croom
Vice Admiral and  
		 Mrs. Walter J. Davis, Jr.
Lois Day*
Dr. and Mrs. Paul K. Dayton
Carolyn and William Doherty
Dr. and Mrs. L. David Engel
Ms. Anne L. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. William Ferguson
Mr. Tom Fleming
Karen and Steven Garsson
Ms. Charlene Glacy
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Goodwin
Dr. and Mrs. Robert T. Gordon

Alan and Dorie* Gradwohl
Gray Charitable Trust
Mrs. Doreen Gray
Ms. Kimberly H. Gray
Ms. Marcia Green
Robin Halford
Dr. Barbara Hoenecke and  
		 Dr. Heinz Hoenecke
Joel and Rosanne Holliday
Margaret Hollingsworth
Jackie Hollywood
Nancy and William Homeyer
Ms. Karen Owens and  
		 Mr. George Huling
Ms. Conny Jamison
Martin Kantor
Jessica and Mark Kearney
Peter La Dow
Mike and Carolyn Lee
Ms. Tina Kuhlmann and  
		 Mr. John Lennon
Ms. Vicki Lindblade
Ms. Barbara J. Lohne
Mr. and Mrs. Clark R. Mahrdt
Margelef/Dayton Charitable Fund  
		 at Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Marugg, Jr.
Mr. Michael G. Mathos
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew A. Mauro
Mauro Family Fund at Fidelity 		
		 Charitable Gift Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Maxted
Mrs. Geraldine E. McAllister
Mrs. Elizabeth B. Meyer
Mrs. Judith B. Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mosher
Mr. and Mrs. Brys Myers
Dr. James W. Neel
Ms. Nancy Nenow and  
		 Mr. David Dolan
Mrs. Carol Netterblad
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Oberbauer
Dr. and Mrs. Rodney D. Orth
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Paige
Mrs. Joseph R. Parker
Ms. Patricia K. Pastore  
		 and Mr. Thomas Pastore
Beverly Pecunia
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Pesqueira
Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves  
		 & Savitch LLP
Mr. Philip R. Pryde and  
		 Ms. Alison Cummings
Ms. Janet Rusnell
Ms. Anne Schafer
Warren and Anna Gale Schmidtmann
Ms. Anne Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sparrow
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Spehn
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Stevenson

Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord Stickney
The Charles H. Stout Foundation
Sam and Barb Takahashi
Takahashi Family Fund 
Mrs. Edna K. Tipton
Christine Tratnyek
Dr. Robert C. Vinton
Bob Wallace
Kathy and Jim Waring
Warren-Neely Foundation
Julie and Kenneth Warren
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Wood
Dr. Mary M. Yang

$500-$999
Ms. Jo Ellen Anderson 
Ms. Teri Appelson and  
		 Mr. John Rigby
Ms. Janell Cannon
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Considine
Adriane and Ken Coveney
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen DeTommaso
Val and DeeGee Farrell
Ms. Summer Girgis
Drs. Leonard and Barbara Gosink
Ms. Ingegerd E. Hansen
Diana and William Herron
Mr. Joseph Hunt and Mr. Maire Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kim 
Ms. Janet Klauber and Mr. Jim Melli
Klees Family Fund
Kyocera International, Inc.
Ms. Dawn Lawson
William and Suzann Leininger
Ms. DeEtte L. Loeffler and  
		 Mr. Steven Loeffler
Dr. M. Kimberly Lowe
Alexis Mckee
Christa McReynolds Fund 
Dr. Margaret Meyer and  
		 Mr. Paul Meyer
James and Estelle Milch Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Parker
Mr. Kevin Patrick
Nuri and John Pierce 
Maggie Reinbold  
		 and Bradford Hollingsworth 
Ms. Abbyann Sisk and  
		 Mr. James Roberts
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Sadori
Mrs. Carol A. Sheehan 
Brian J. and Marilyn Z. Smith 
Charitable Fund at Fidelity 		
		 Charitable Fund
Solana Ranch Elementary School
Annette L. and Wade W. Winner, Jr.
Mrs. Carol Winter
Wright Management and Development
Bradley Zlotnick, M.D.
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$100-$499
Anonymous
Ms. Theresa B. Acerro
Ms. Paulette D. Ache
Mr. K. A. Achterkirchen
Ms. Jane Sherwood and  
		 Mr. Donald Albright
Dr. and Mrs. Maurice Alfaro
Jayne and D. Scott Atkinson
Ms. Winnie Willis and Mr. Ed Barber
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Barratt
Bruce and Patricia Becker
Benevity Community Impact  
		 Fund - Calgary
Wayne and Lauralee Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Bird
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Blackwell
Mr. and Mrs. Austin Blue
Miles and Patricia Bowler
George and Mary Ann  
		 Brooks-Gonyer
Ms. Sandy Callahan
Megan Callery
Ms. Yee-Ching Chang
Ms. Tina Chase
Mr. John R. Cleator
Dr. and Mrs. Boyd D. Collier
Ms. Nancy Cook and Mr. Brian Cook
Ms. Ramona D. Court
Richard and Stephanie Coutts
Ms. Patricia Cowett
Deanne and Tom Deméré
Mr. James T. Determan
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Dice
Ms. Tajmahal Dirbas
Ms. Penny Borax and Mr. John Donald
Ms. Vivian Donaldson and  
		 Mr. Scott Donaldson
Ms. Margaret N. Dykens
Ms. Boryana Eastman and  
		 Mr. Doug Eastman
Mr. John G. Eger
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Erickson
Ms. Debra Ernst and Ms. Sandra Ernst
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Everitt
Ms. Enid Farrell
Ms. M. Jeanne Faucon-Mooers
The Field Family
Mr. and Mrs. Walker Fillius
Dr. and Mrs. Donald E. Fosket
Mrs. Faiya Fredman 
Ms. Denise Garland and  
		 Mr. Michael Cardwell
Mrs. Jacqueline M. Gillman
Hal and Sharon Goforth
Google Grants
Dr. Gary B. Grantham
Bob and Linda Gross  

		 Charitable Foundation
Ms. Erika Harju
Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Harris
Dr. and Mrs. Jerome L. Heard
Ms. Susan Heller
Ms. Joan Herskowitz
Mr. and Mrs. Jules Hertz
Dr. Robert Heyneman
Mr. David Miles and Dr. David Higgins
Dr. Martha Hillyard and  
		 Dr. Steven Hillyard
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Horvitz
Ms. Evelyn G. Jackson
Dr. Wen Jiang and Mr. Robert Pisor 
Mr. Bill Jones and  
		 Ms. Beth Redmond-Jones
Drs. Barbara and Dan Keiller
Ms. Sandra King
Ms. Evelyn W. Klees
Ms. Mariette Kobrak
Mrs. Eva Quesenberry and  
		 Mr. Bernard Kuchta
Ms. Paula Landale
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore R. Larson
Katrice and Vincent Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Leon
Ms. Lysbeth Lieber
Mrs. Russell Litchfield
Living Coast Discovery Center
Mr. Larry Lovell
Dr. Monte Marshall
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Martin
Ms. Judith L. Mathews
Alice McCauley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. McCommins
Ms. Renee McLeod and  
		 Mr. James D. Phillips
Mrs. Pat Mearns
Mrs. Janice Meliska and  
		 Mr. Charles Meliska
Ms. Kathleen Mitchell and 
		 Mr. Scott Landis
Mrs. Joanne T. Moore
Ms. Janet M. Morris
Mr. Kenneth Murray and  
		 Mrs. Jill Peck-Murray
Mrs. Marian G. Nelson
John and Virginia Oliver
Mrs. Elizabeth Olsen
Ms. Elizabeth O’Mea
James and Louise O’Neill
Mr. William Orcutt
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Orton
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Overland
Mr. Robert T. Patton
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Perry
Ms. Chena Popper
Mrs. Karen Rado
Jon Rebman and Michael Rood

Mr. and Mrs. James G. Respess
Ms. Michelene Rich
Susan Rick
Ingrid Garcia and Balkys Robles
Ms. Jeanne C. Rosenberg
Betsy and Lea Rudee
Mr. Robert Rutherford
Ms. Ghia Santos
Dr. and Mrs. Murray M. Schacher
Ms. Caron B. Schattel
Mrs. Connie Schroeder
Ms. Florence Sell
Sempra Energy
Ms. Barbara Shramek
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Siegel
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Silverberg
Dr. Meg Sutherland-Smith and  
		 Mr. Harry Smith
Ms. Susan E. Smith
Mrs. Christina Schaefer and  
		 Dr. Wayne Spencer
Ms. Carol J. Stadum
Dr. and Mrs. Charles J. Stewart
Ms. Susan Stiver and  
		 Mr. Brian Swanson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Swanson
Melvin and Ellen Sweet
Ms. Mitzi K. Swift
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Tarkington
Dr. Catherine A. Tauber
Mrs. Carol Telle
David and Wendy Thomas
Ms. Eloise F. Thomas
Mrs. Ann M. Uri
Ms. Maria Veghte
Mr. Albert G. Verna
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Volle
Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Wadlington
Jim and Penny Ward
Marian Warwick
Mr. and Mrs. Hal Watkins
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Weigel
Ms. Mary Anne Wentink
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Wiggins
Mr. Frank Williamson and  
		 Ms. Patricia Powers Williamson
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley G. Williamson
Mr. and Mrs. Roger D. Wynn
Ann L. Zahner

*Deceased 
 

 The San Diego Foundation
 
If we have omitted your name or made an 
error, please accept our appologies and 
help us correct our records by contacting 
Megan Callery at 619.255.0359 or 
mcallery@sdnhm.org.
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The Museum offers a unique and 
memorable event venue for many 
organizations throughout the year. 
To ensure the success for all events 
the Museum partners with a group 
of exclusive preferred vendors who 
are familiar with the Museum and 
offer a complete range of services. 

Audio Visual - Lighting
ETS Productions Inc.

Catering
Abbey Catering & Event Design
Authentic Flavors Fine  
		 Catering & Events
Coast Catering
Continental Catering, Inc.
Crown Point Catering 
Culinary Concepts
Feast On This
Personal Touch Dining, Inc.
Terra Catering
The French Gourmet
The Prado Restaurant at  
		 Balboa Park
Toast Personal Chef &  
		 Catering Services
The Wild Thyme Company

Entertainment
Imagination Entertainment

Floral Design
Third Bloom

Parking Services
Ace Parking Management, Inc.

Rental Equipment
Classic Party Rentals
Raphael’s Party Rentals
Pacific Event Productions

Special Events Partners
Natural Partners are corporate 
supporters of the Museum who 
gave $1,250 or more in cash, event 
or products and services support 
over the course of the year.  We 
are proud to be associated with 
these organizations and are most 
appreciative of their generosity.

Biodiversity Champion  
Natural Partner
KPBS—TV Public Broadcasting **
Subaru of America, Inc. 

Desert Natural Partner 
CalPacific Marketing Group, Inc.
CerasoliStafford Media  
		 Management LLC **
Simpler & Simpler **

Mountain Natural Partner 
ResMed
San Diego Gas & Electric

Chaparral Natural Partner
Abbey Catering & Event Design **
Authentic Flavors Fine  
		 Catering & Events **
Bank of America
Cavignac & Associates **
Coast Catering**
Continental Catering, Inc. **
Cook + Schmid, LLC**
CRG Beverage Company**
Crown Point Catering **
Culinary Concepts **
Feast On This **

First Republic Bank **
The French Gourmet **
Imagination Entertainment **
Lindblad Expeditions **
Personal Touch Dining, Inc.
The Prado Restaurant  
		 at Balboa Park **
Rancho La Puerta**
Rancho Las Cruces**
Regulus Therapeutics **
San Diego Family Housing LLC **
Scott Dunn USA Inc **
Sony Electronics Inc.
Terra Catering**
Third Bloom **
Toast Personal Chef &  
		 Catering Services **
The Wild Thyme Company **

Coast Natural Partner
Ace Parking Management, Inc. **
Classic Party Rentals**
ETS Productions Inc.**
Ferring Research Institute
Nordson Corporation Foundation
One Door North **
Pacific Event Productions **
Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves  
		 & Savitch LLP
Raphael’s Party Rentals **
Rely Environmental **
Select Mailing Service, Inc. **
UCSD—Dept of Orthopaedic 		
		 Surgery 
The WineSellar and Brasserie** 

**Indicates gift-in-kind

Natural Partners
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Bird Ball Event Co-Chairs
Anne Bullard
Flaminia Mangone 
Demi Rogozienski 
Jessica Rohm

Western Tanager Table
Bank of America/Laura  
		 and Rick Bregman
Mona Baumgartel and John DeBeer
Cavignac & Associates
Mary and Jim Dawe
First Republic Bank/Jason Shidler
Kathy and John Hattox
Rancho La Puerta/Deborah Szekely
Frank and Demi Rogozienski
Jessica and Eberhard Rohm
Scott Dunn USA Inc./John Spence
Harley and Maryanne Sefton
Christy Walton
Carol and Dennis Wilson
Zenith Insurance

Peregrine Falcon Couple Tickets
Courtney Coyle and  
		 Steve McDonald
Kathy and Bob Cueva
Janet and Jim Dort
Iris Engstrand
Tom Fleming
Andrea and Frank Goicoechea
Anne and Andy McCammon
Judith and Daniel Muñoz
Ann Laddon and Adrian Jaffer
Claudia and Jim Prescott 

Anna’s Hummingbird Tickets
Anne and Greg Bullard
Anita Busquets and William Ladd
Janie DeCelles
Denise and Mick Hager
Allison Henderson and Jay Miles
Georganne and Mike Hoctor
KPBS/Julie and Tom Karlo 
DeEtte and Steve Loeffler
Flaminia Mangone
Monte Marshall
Marilyn Miles
Elaine and Rand Newman
Irene and Tom Oberbauer
Mrs. James Orwig
Sarah and John Rebelo
Danea and Jim Riley
Nancy Robertson
Jeannie Rosenberg
Dick Schwenkmeyer
Jeanne Shenkman
Bob Vinton
Adriana and Tim Wright
Bradley Zlotnick
 

Wish List Sponsorship
Anita Busquets and William Ladd 
Aliane Wines, a San Diego  
		 based importer
Casamigos Spirits Company
Allison Henderson and Jay Miles
Carla and Rudy Rehm
Harley and Maryanne Sefton
Christy Walton

Contributions
Terri and William Buchanan
Kathy and Bob Cueva
Bill Disher
Andrea and Frank Goicoechea
Judith and Daniel Muñoz
Nancy Robertson
Robert Wallace

Live Auction Sponsors
Continental Catering
Scott Dunn Private Tours 
Green Fresh Florals
Charles Koll
La Casa Del Zorro
The Lodge at Torrey Pines 
The Nature Conservancy
Rancho La Puerta
Rancho Las Cruses
The Sante Fe Opera
Shafer Napa Valley Wines
St. Anton Condominiums
The Wild Thyme Company
The Wine Sellar Brasserie

Endowments

Bird Ball
Gary James
Robert Jones
Robin Lehman
Rancho La Puerta
Donna Raub
Rely Environmental
REI
April Green

Administrative Endowment
Ambassadors Circle Endowment
Joshua L. Baily Endowment 		
		 for Marine Invertebrates  
		 and Paleontology
Biodiversity Research Center of  
		 the Californias Director’s 		
		 Endowment
Mary and Dallas Clark Chair  
		 of Botany
James R. Colclough Paleontology 	
		 Endowment
Ruth G. Comstock Entomology 	
		 Endowment
Danziger Ornithology Endowment
Dorothy Elliott Museum Access 	
		 Fund Endowment
Endowed Chair for the  
		 President & CEO
Groce Natural History Endowment 	
		 Fund at the San Diego Foundation
William Randolph Hearst Endowed 	
		 Fund for Education Programs
Hill Endowment for  
		 Ornithology Research
Klauber Family Library Endowment
Grace and Laurence Klauber 		
		 Herpetology Endowment
Trust of Hallam J. Koons, in memory 	
		 of his father, Hallam T. Koons
Herbert N. Lowe  
		 Conchological Collection 
Mildred Meeder Endowment Fund 	
		 at the San Diego Foundation
Member Science Endowment
San Diego Society of Natural 		
		 History General Endowment at 	
		 the San Diego Foundation
Topper Thomas Youth Education 	
		 Endowment
The Stephen L. Walsh Vertebrate 	
		 Paleontology Endowment
W.W. Whitney Library Endowment
Dennis and Carol Wilson Endowed 	
		 Chair of Ornithology

Gifts-in-kind 

In Memoriam

26  |  sdnat.org

The following individuals represent 
members, donors, and volunteers 
who have passed away this fiscal 
year. We are thankful for their 
commitment to the Museum and 
wish to honor their memories.  

Joe Ashcroft
Olive Ball
Stephen J. Cohen
Lois Day
Ingegerd E. Hansen
Kathryn Hattox
Walter D. Hofmann
Luisa J. Larson
Lucile Madruga
Alex C. McDonald
Chet Nelson
Philip R. Palisoul
Conrad Prebys
Tom Scott
F. Walter Shaw
James S. Sugg
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In Memoriam | Kathy Hattox
Kathy Hattox, who passed away April 29, 2017, was born 
in San Diego and raised in Kensington.  She graduated 
from Hoover High School, attended San Diego State 
University, and graduated from the University of 
California, Los Angeles. She earned her law degree from 
University of San Diego and practiced law here in San 
Diego. Kathy was a longtime member and supporter of 
the San Diego Natural History Museum, making her first 
contribution 25 years ago. Her final gift to the Museum 
was made in honor of the 25-year tenure of Dr. Mick 
Hager, who spoke at her memorial service at the Old 
Globe. Kathy was a dedicated champion for Balboa 
Park and many San Diego institutions. In addition to the 
Old Globe and the San Diego Natural History Museum, 
her philanthropy included the San Diego Zoo, the San 
Diego Museum of Art, the San Diego Opera, and Sharp 
Memorial Hospital.  

Kathy was a woman of wide-ranging interests and 
accomplishments who embraced adventure, world 
travel, and fresh challenges throughout her life. Her love 
of nature and sense of adventure spurred her to journey 
to some 100 countries over her lifetime, including 
several trips to Africa and India. Closer to home, she 
swam in the San Diego Bay, kept active in the life of 
the San Diego cultural community, and displayed a 
passion for this region that was an inspiration to many. 
Kathy was a wonderful example of the Museum’s core 
constituency, someone curious about the natural world 
who never stopped learning and sharing her excitement 
for what she learned with others to help protect and 
preserve the world in which we live.  

The Live Oaks Society is comprised of 
supporters who have made gifts to the 
Museum through their estate plans. 

Anonymous (9)
Marianne K. Adams
Dr. Janet A. Anderson  
		 and Dr. Victor Van Lint
Francoise D. Baker
Dr. Annalisa Berta
Susan and Richard Breisch
George Brooks-Gonyer
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Bullard
Mrs. Ramona Bush
Ms. Anita Busquets  
		 and Dr. William A. Ladd
Margaret E. Carl
Dale Hollis Clark
Henry and Charlotte* Clark
Jerry Clarkson
Karen and Dr. James F.* Clements
Mr. David R. Crawford
Lois Day*
Jose de la Torre-Bueno
Mona Baumgartel and John DeBeer
Ms. Janie DeCelles
Tom and Deanne Deméré
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Dort
Glenn and Jeanne* Dunham
Bernard J. Eggertsen
Iris and Paul* Engstrand
Meryl Faulkner
Ms. Michele Fergoda
Mrs. William Gordon

Dr. David E. and Barbara Groce
Judy Guilmette*
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Hager
Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Hambleton
Ed and Janelle Harris
Lois and John Harris
Ms. Susan Heller
Dorothy Hester
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hoctor
Kathleen Howell
Mr. and Mrs. Gary C. Jacobson
Adrian Jaffer
Mr. and Mrs. J. Edwin Jenkins
Dr. Donna Perdue  
		 and Dr. Calvin Johnson
Linda D. King
Janet Klauber and Jim Melli
Ms. Sheri Knox
Catherine O. and Burton* Kuck
H. William Kuni
Ann Laddon
Diana E. Lindsay
Dr. Jack L. Littlepage
Ms. Barbara J. Lohne
Spencer R. Luke
Dr. Monte Marshall
Mr. Jack T. McCord
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony* Mercieca
Judith T. Muñoz
Dr. James D. Nauman
Nancy Nenow
Mrs. Carol Netterblad
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Orton
Walter and Anne* Pagels

Mrs. Joseph R. Parker
James and Barbara Peugh
Rudy and Marilyn Regalado
James K. Richardson
Rich and Harleen Roncaglia
Ms. Ronnie Schneider
Richard C. Schwenkmeyer
Jeanne and Henry* Shenkman
David Dwyer Smith
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Stevenson
Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord Stickney
Phyllis and Frank Tabor
Christine Tratnyek
Drs. Paul and Ann Tuskes
Phil Unitt
Mrs. Gloria Wilkes Van Norman
Dr. Robert C. Vinton
Marian Warwick
Jerry and Shana Wilson
Mrs. Mary M. Yount 
 
*Deceased

Live Oaks Society
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Officers

Allison Henderson, Chair  
(July–December 2016)

Anita Busquets, Chair  
(January–June 2017)  
and Vice Chair (July–December 2016)

Karen Garsson, Vice Chair  
(January–June 2017) 
and At Large (July–December 2016)

Tom Oberbauer, Secretary

Terri Buchanan, Treasurer

Directors
Roberto Arjona, At Large
Austin Blue
Anne Bullard 
Mary Dawe, At Large
Paul Dayton, Ph.D.
John DeBeer
John Downing
Tom Fleming 
Tom Hazard
Stephen Hill
Georganne Hoctor
Steve Kay, Ph.D.
Kathryn Kim
Diana Lindsay
DeEtte Loeffler
Steve McDonald
Judith Muñoz
Rand Newman
Demi Rogozienski
Jessica Dee Rohm
Jon Schmid
Jason Shidler
Melvin Spiese
Mary Yang, Ph.D.		

Trustees Emeriti
Pamela M. Bruder
Dale Clark
Mary H. Clark*
James Clements*
Joan Parker
Norman C. Roberts., DVM*
Harley Sefton
Thomas W. Sefton*
Christy Walton
Carol Wilson

Honorary Trustees                                                                                                                                     
Charmaine* and Maurice* Kaplan 		
Philip M. Klauber*		
Donna K. Sefton*
Richard Schwenkmeyer
Nita and Henk van der Werff
Dennis Wilson

*Deceased

Board of Directors  
2016–2017
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Enrique Hambleton, Co-Chair
Thomas Oberbauer, Co-Chair
Eric Anderson
Roberto Arjona
Austin Blue
Richard Cudney 
Gustavo Danemann		
Iris Engstrand, Ph.D.
Martin Goebel
Alan Harper, Ph.D.
Davida Herzl	
Richard Kiy 
Sergio Knaebel
Laura Martínez Ríos
Steven McDonald
Anne McEnany
Tim Means
Jerome Navarra 
Rodolfo Ogarrio
James Riley
Jaime Roberts Vildosola
Carolina Shepard Espinoza
Laura Silvan
Melvin Spiese
Drew Talley
Roberto Valdes
Jim Waring
Sula Vanderplank
Mary Yang
Emily Young

Binational Advisory Board  
2016–2017

Volunteer Officers 
2016–2017

Canyoneers 
Rochelle Gaudette, President
Stacey Vielma, Vice President 

Docents
Marilyn Miles, President
Anita Musser, Vice President 
Kristen Churchill, Vice President 

Whalers
Leslie Rapp, President
Jim Clevenger, Vice President 

Covey
Pamela Hartwell, President
Julie Johnson Iavelli, Vice President 

Judy Gradwohl
President and CEO

Eowyn Bates
Vice President, Institutional 
Advancement

Susan Loveall
Vice President, CFO, and COO

Michael Wall, Ph.D.
Curator of Entomology
Vice President, Research and  
Public Programs

Tom Deméré, Ph.D.
Curator of Paleontology

Bradford Hollingsworth, Ph.D.
Curator of Herpetology
 
Jon P. Rebman, Ph.D.
Curator of Botany
The Mary and Dallas Clark 
Endowed Chair of Botany 

Philip Unitt
Curator of Birds and Mammals
The Dennis and Carol Wilson 
Endowed Chair of Ornithology

Margaret Dykens
Director of the Research Library  
and Registrar

Rebecca Handelsman
Senior Director of Communications

Katrice Lee
Senior Director of Development  
and Grants
 
Beth Redmond-Jones
Senior Director of Public Programs 

Ghia Santos
Controller

Senior Management  
2016–2017
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Art Direction and Design
Kate Johnson

Editor in Chief
Rebecca Handelsman

Editorial Committee  
and Contributors

Eowyn Bates
Margaret Dykens 
Judy Gradwohl
Katrice Lee
Janet Morris
Donna Raub
Beth Redmond-Jones
Michael Wall, Ph.D.

Photography
Ben Aquirre, Jim Berrian, Michael Field, 
April Green, Alan Harper, Jackie Imray, 
Kate Johnson, Pablo Mason, Mary Lou 
Morreal, Bob Ross, Robert Rutherford, 
Jonathan Talbott

Cover photo
Pictured in the midst of a few of the 
74,000+ specimens in the Birds and 
Mammals collection, Phil Unitt, along 
with our other curators, presides over 
the precious scientific heritage of 
The Nat. Since 1874, we have been 
researching, collecting, curating, and 
protecting over 8 million animals, 
plants, and fossil specimens.
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Street Address
San Diego Natural History Museum 
1788 El Prado, Balboa Park 
San Diego, CA 92101 
 
Mailing Address
San Diego Natural History Museum 
P.O. Box 121390 
San Diego, CA 92112-1390

sdnat.org


