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Recently, I had the honor of officiating the 
dedication of Mick’s finale project, the Eleanor and 
Jerome Navarra Special Collections Gallery and its 
exceptional signature exhibition, Extraordinary Ideas 
from Ordinary People: A History of Citizen Science, 
a project that was conceived more than seven years 
ago. This commitment to bringing vision to reality is 
another hallmark of the vibrant Museum culture that 
I am now privileged to join. 

I look forward to leading this exceptional 142-year-
old institution, and to many years of reporting on 
successes and sharing our accomplishments with 
each of you.

Sincerely, 

Judy Gradwohl
President and CEO
San Diego Natural History Museum

FROM THE CEO

I
DEAR MUSEUM FRIENDS,
It is with great pleasure that I present my first letter 
as president and CEO, introducing the San Diego 
Natural History Museum’s FY15/16 Annual Report. I 
am honored and proud to share leadership for this 
year with Michael “Mick” Hager, Ph.D. under whose 
tenure the Museum experienced such exceptional 
growth. Mick and the Museum’s hundreds of staff, 
volunteers, Board, and other supporters have 
created a truly world-class museum. My first few 
months have been busy, and also an absolute 
pleasure. I couldn’t feel more thoroughly and warmly 
welcomed to the Museum, Balboa Park, and San 
Diego, and am grateful to all who contributed to my 
arrival and orientation.  

In my short time here, it has become clear we 
have amazing resources to help chart a course of 
growth for the Museum’s next 25 years. In my 30+ 
years working in the museum field, I have learned 
the value of a strong and creative staff and healthy 
museum culture. TheNAT has both in abundance, 
and paired with unparalleled collections, scientific 
and educational expertise, and enthusiastic 
community support, we are well positioned for our 
next chapter.

This Annual Report highlights the Museum’s most 
important accomplishments over the past year 
through its research, programs, and people, whose 
endeavors are outlined in detail. It also serves as an 
important retrospective of the community’s many 
accolades recognizing Mick’s transformational 
tenure here and in Balboa Park. 



4

TThis year marked the 25th anniversary and retirement 
of Museum President and CEO Michael “Mick” Hager, 
Ph.D., our dedicated “Chief Fossil.” 

Mick was recruited to the Museum in 1991 following a 
succession of nine directors in 13 years. His colleagues 
warned him that taking this position would be the end 
of his career, and indeed it was! Even more impressive 
is all that he accomplished during that quarter century, 
which the Museum, board, staff, and members sought 
to celebrate over the 12 months leading to Mick’s 
retirement. 

Last year’s annual report served as a retrospective 
of Mick’s transformation of the Museum since 1991. 
Subsequent issues of Field Notes continued with this 
theme in our Pages from the Past column. This “look 
back” was expanded in a town-hall type presentation 
given by Mick at the annual meeting in October. This 
presentation was warmly received, and in fact, was 
reprised by Mick in the coming months at both the 
Volunteer Appreciation and the Live Oaks Society 
events. Twenty-five years of leadership resulted in a 
wealth of rich and interesting stories about how Mick 
and the board, staff, and membership worked together 
to transform the institution into a vibrant, state-of-the-
art natural history facility.

At the same time, we launched a Legacy Initiative 
fundraising drive in honor of Mick, which exceeded 

our wildest dreams, raising $4.24 million to date. The 
Legacy Initiative fully funds a $2 million endowment 
for the position of the Museum’s president and CEO, 
as well as the executive search and transition, building 
improvements related to the library expansion, and 
provided a portion of the funds necessary to complete 
a Baja California exhibition.

On April 2, board and community leaders came 
together in a very public way to honor Mick at the 
5th Annual Fossil Ball. It was our most successful 
gala to date and sold out immediately. Participation 
in a tribute video was so overwhelming that we 
had to create a “director’s cut” in order to include 
full transcripts of the many heartfelt expressions of 
appreciation.

Community accolades in Mick’s honor were 
numerous and included official proclamations from 
the San Diego City Council, the Office of the Mayor, 
and the County Board of Supervisors. Mick’s peers 
awarded him the 2016 Heart of the Park award in 
honor of his tireless work on behalf of Balboa Park.

But the most meaningful recognitions came from 
within the Museum itself. In separate forthcoming 
scientific publications, Mick will be honored by having 
two species that are new to science named after him.  
Dr. Jon Rebman’s publication describes a new plant 
species in the genus Kallstroemia, commonly known 
as Caltrop. Dr. Michael Wall’s paper describes a new 
fig-feeding treehopper species that is only found in 
Peninsular California. 

A CAPSTONE YEAR

Mick receives the Heart of the Park Award from community leaders: Betty Peabody; Deborah Klochko, 
executive director of MOPA; Balboa Park Ranger Kim Duclo; and City Council President Todd Gloria. 

Mick’s peers awarded him the 
2016 Heart of the Park award 
in honor of his tireless work on 
behalf of Balboa Park.
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Mick receives the Heart of the Park Award from community leaders: Betty Peabody; Deborah Klochko, 
executive director of MOPA; Balboa Park Ranger Kim Duclo; and City Council President Todd Gloria. was hired to guide the candidate vetting, interviews, 

and formal recruitment.

Caldwell published the first official notice of 
the position opening in industry publications in 
November 2015 with a goal to have candidates 
screened and finalists set for interviews in early 2016. 
Some stakeholders expressed concern regarding 
the tight time-frame, but we were reassured by 
Caldwell that based on academic calendars and 
commitments, we were right on schedule.

Throughout the process, Virginia and the committee 
kept the board and Executive Committee abreast of 
the process with regular reports and presentations, 
including in-person updates from our Caldwell 
representative.

As planned, confidential interviews with three 
finalists were held in early 2016. In this age of 
internet and social media, a new level of discretion 
was required—simply checking someone’s LinkedIn 
profile could expose an individual’s candidacy and 
jeopardize the process. The cloak of secrecy was 
wrapped tightly around the process, and outside of 
the candidates themselves, the Search Committee, 
Caldwell, and the Museum’s Executive Management 
team, no one inside or outside of the Museum knew 
who was under consideration. That veil was lifted 
in April 2016 when we had the pleasure and honor 
of announcing Judy Gradwohl as the Museum’s 
incoming president and CEO. 

In reviewing Judy’s stellar qualifications, there 
is no doubt that the hard work and dedication 
demonstrated by the Search Committee can be 
characterized as an unqualified success. On behalf 
of all of us at the Museum and the community 
we serve, we would like to express our deepest 
appreciation to Virginia Crockett and the members 
of the Search Committee for a job well done.

WELCOME, JUDY!

JJudy Gradwohl’s first day as the new president and 
CEO of the San Diego Natural History Museum 
was Friday, July 1, 2016. Armed with impeccable 
credentials which seemed made to order for theNAT, 
Judy brings a wealth of experience in every aspect 
of museum management along with a passion for 
natural history. Her relocation to San Diego from 
Washington, D.C. and the Smithsonian Institution is 
also a homecoming for this native Californian. Judy 
possesses the qualifications to guide the Museum 
forward with a new vision for the 21st century. 

But how did we find Judy? Through the 
comprehensive planning and hard work of the Board 
of Directors and a dedicated search committee.  

The most important role of a non-profit board is to 
hire and evaluate the president and CEO, something 
the San Diego Natural History Museum had not 
needed to do since 1991.

The Museum’s board recruited a crack team to 
take on the challenge of replacing Mick, who had 
provided the vision and leadership that resulted in 
a complete transformation of the institution. The 
team was led by Virginia Crockett, past board chair 
and senior director of strategic university relations at 
Qualcomm. Accompanying Virginia on the Search 
Committee were Jeff Block, Austin Blue, Pam Bruder, 
Anita Busquets, John Downing, Allison Henderson, 
Steve McDonald, Jerry Navarra, and Mary Yang. 

Starting more than two years in advance of Mick’s 
scheduled retirement, the Search Committee 
first initiated a series of in-depth and confidential 
interviews with staff, donors, volunteers, and 
community leaders. They also spoke with other 
organizations that had recently completed 
leadership transitions to review process and 
timelines.

One outcome from these interviews was an initial 
job description based on what the Museum’s 
constituency felt would be the critical qualities and 
skills a new president and CEO would need in order 
to build on the legacy of the past 25 years. While 
many of the skills and qualities Mick brought to the 
Museum remain relevant today, the institution Mick 
handed off on June 30, 2016 is completely different 
from the one he inherited on July 1, 1991.

With this in hand, the committee moved to the next 
phase of the process, securing a search firm whose 
values matched those of the Museum. A request for 
proposals was sent out in early summer 2015, and 
after final in-person interviews, Caldwell & Partners 

Curator of Birds and Mammals Phil Unitt with Judy Gradwohl.
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M
THE MAKING OF AN EXHIBITION
Margaret Dykens carefully examines the frontispiece 
of a very large book. The artist has imagined a fanciful 
scene at the edge of a pond. A frog hangs by one 
foot from the stem of a rose, green as a new leaf, 
suspended in the moment before it plops into the 
water. A lizard climbs the rose’s stalk, beating out a 
hungry salamander to make a meal of a butterfly. 
Frogs cluster at the water’s edge at the base of an 

EXHIBITS
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architectural fragment. Lush vegetation threatens 
to swallow the crumbling stone, but its Latin 
inscription is just visible: “Admiranda tibi levium 
spectacula rerum” or “The wonders of small things 
are worth admiring.”

The quote, from the Roman poet Virgil, is apt. There 
are endless details to notice in the illustration. 
Dykens, director of the Research Library and 
curator of Extraordinary Ideas from Ordinary 
People: A History of Citizen Science, eagerly points 
them out to Museum members visiting the library 
during our annual Members’ Open House. The 

book is The Natural History of Frogs, published 
in 1758 with illustrations by Austrian painter and 
naturalist August Johann Rösel von Rosenhof. 
They are considered perhaps the most beautiful 
and scientifically accurate depictions of frogs ever 
painted. Dykens has pulled the book from the 
library’s shelves along with several other rare books 
to show members a side of theNAT’s collections 
that few people ever get to see. She has done this 
for the Members’ Open House every year for 19 
years. And like every year, at the end of the night, 
she carefully closes The Natural History of Frogs 
and puts it back in its place in the rare book room.

Her days of sequestering the book from public 
view ended on August 20 when the Eleanor and 
Jerome Navarra Special Collections Gallery opened 
its doors. The two-level, 3,000-square-foot space 
gives visitors a look at the resources from the 
Research Library and rare book room. All Museum 
visitors can now appreciate some of the rare books, 
archival materials, photographs, and works of art 
from our library in this new exhibition. 

The main floor of the Special Collections Gallery 
is home to its core exhibition, Extraordinary 
Ideas from Ordinary People: A History of Citizen 
Science. Von Rosenhof, the artist responsible for 
the gloriously rendered frogs, was not a trained 
biologist. He was a painter whose fascination 
with nature drove him to study the minutiae of a 
frog’s behaviors and life cycle as no scientist had 
yet done. The exhibition celebrates these “citizen 
scientists” from history—passionate and talented 
artists, photographers, and collectors with little or 
no formal scientific training who have contributed 
to our understanding of the natural world. Visitors 
encounter people like John James Audubon, a 
dry-goods merchant who abandoned his business 
to paint North America’s birds, and San Diego’s own 
Laurence Klauber, an executive at San Diego Gas 
and Electric who became the world’s self-taught 
authority on rattlesnakes. Extraordinary Ideas also 
invites visitors to see themselves as citizen scientists, 
connecting them with participatory projects such as 
the Audubon Society’s Great Backyard Bird Count 
and theNAT’s own Amphibian and Reptile Atlas of 
Peninsular California. 

Opposite page: Curator Margi Dykens admires the newly 
installed mural of the frontispiece from the 1758 book The 
Natural History of Frogs. The actual book is open to the same 
page and is on display next to the mural (top). 

This page from top: Kim Blackford fabricates cabinets to display 
the priceless objects; a frog is fabricated for display inside 
the exhibition; Bradley Tsalyuk tests an interactive before it is 
installed.
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With oversight from Beth Redmond-Jones, senior 
director of public programs, the Exhibits team 
worked for 18 months on Extraordinary Ideas while 
the existing library reading room was transformed 
into an exhibition gallery. Dykens worked with Exhibit 
Developer Erica Kelly to select works to display and 
stories to tell. Exhibit Designer Michael Field and 
Graphic Designer Lydia D’Moch envisioned a jewel-
toned space richly accented with imagery from the 
books’ pages. Artists Brian Gibson, Jim Melli, and 
Samantha Moreno constructed the whimsically 
oversized natural history books and dramatic 
pediment that flank the gallery entrance, while Melli 
sculpted animals and plants that seem sprung from 
natural history illustrations to pop up throughout 
the space on tabletops and inside cases. Carpenters 

Kim Blackford and Jenny Armer painstakingly crafted 
exhibit furniture by hand. Renato Rodriguez and 
Bradley Tsalyuk supported the team with image 
licensing and project management, while Digital 
Content Developer Robert Rutherford and media 
production firm Angle Park, Inc. created digital 
media that allow visitors a deeper dive into the pages 
of the books and the stories behind them.  

The entire project was supported by a strong team of 
Museum staff from building operations, marketing, 
development, AV/IT, administration, visitor services, 
public programs and BRCC. One key component 
that required months of coordination was the 
oversight of the construction project led by CFO 
and COO Susan Loveall, Executive Assistant Chena 
Popper, and Senior Director of Operations Josh 
Culver. In addition, our store partner Event Network 
developed a special line of products inspired by the 
exhibition.

The team found a steady source of inspiration in 
Margaret Dykens’ infectious passion for the library’s 
collection and the stories behind it. Her most 
beloved works no longer have to go back on a 
shelf—they have a permanent place out in the open, 
where visitors can get to know a previously hidden 
side of theNAT. 

Samantha Moreno constructs one of the oversized books for the Book Nook 
on the upper mezzanine of the gallery; Brian Gibson and Jim Melli craft 
sculpting foam into what will become the griffin pediment above the entrance. 



CCitizen science has always been part of the DNA 
of the San Diego Natural History Museum, and in 
the last year our scientists launched us into the 
digital era with two projects. The Amphibian and 
Reptile Atlas of Peninsular California has led the way 
nationally by combining historic Museum collections 
with contemporary observations made by citizen 
scientists using the popular iNaturalist mobile app. 
Using similar technology, scientists in the Birds and 
Mammals Department have collaborated with the 
U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and 
citizen scientists to try to determine the distribution 
and habitat use of the elusive San Bernardino flying 
squirrel (Glaucomys sabrinus californicus). True to the 
idiom, “many hands make light work,” the scientific 
advances of these two projects would not have been 
possible without the help of citizen scientists from 
throughout our region. 

Launched in 2014, the Amphibian and Reptile Atlas 
of Peninsular California (sdnat.org/herpatlas) has 
helped Museum scientists better understand patterns 

that would have been difficult to discern without 
the observations of its more than 1,500 users. Most 
notable is that the Atlas is illuminating the distribution 
of our region’s non-native snakes, lizards, and 
amphibians. To date, citizen scientists have submitted 
over 843 observations of non-native species. 

One notable contribution of Atlas users is six 
additional records of the rarely seen non-native 
Brahminy blind snake (Ramphotyphlops braminus). 
The second pattern being illuminated by Atlas users 
is a better understanding of which species can 
best cohabitate with humans, the urban adapters. 
“In hindsight, it makes sense that we are learning 
these things because most of our users live in urban 
areas. So we are seeing the species they most often 
encounter in their neighborhoods. Those include 
both native and non-native species that are tolerant to 
human disturbance,” said Dr. Bradford Hollingsworth, 
curator of herpetology and the creator of the Atlas. 

Although it was originally designed to help scientists 
better understand diversity and distribution patterns, 

CITIZEN SCIENCE: IT’S WHAT WE DO

RESEARCH
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Motion cameras catch a pair of flying squirrels in the act as they approach a feeder for a midnight snack. 
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Hollingsworth has been surprised by the interesting 
ecological interactions that are captured in user-
submitted photographs. “We have had great photos 
submitted that capture mating behavior, show 
the relationships of predators and their prey, and 
document habitat use that I have never seen myself in 
the wild,” Hollingsworth remarked. 

Like the Amphibian 
and Reptile Atlas of 
Peninsular California, 
the Flying Squirrels of 
Southern California 
project combines the 
Museum’s research 
expertise with the 
eyes and ears of the 
general public to 
better understand our 
region’s biodiversity. 
The Birds and Mammals 
Department had hoped 

to document the San Bernardino flying squirrel while 
working on a survey of the San Jacinto Mountains 
from 2008 to 2014. “From historical records, we 
knew it was found here 100 years ago. So when we 
didn’t find it, we got worried about how it was doing 
in other parts of its range,” said Mammalogist Scott 
Tremor. Thus began a project using motion-activated 
cameras set up in the backyards of more than 30 
homes scattered throughout the San Bernardino 
Mountains. “We have been pleasantly surprised to see 
how many flying squirrels are using residential areas 
in the mountains,” remarked Kevin Clark, director of 
Bioservices. “We still have more work to do, but the 
observations of the families and school groups helping 
us out will be critical to developing management plans 
to help conserve these secretive little squirrels.”

Since being established in 1874 by a group of 
amateur naturalists, the San Diego Natural History 
Museum has always been a place where people 
from all backgrounds can become involved in 
natural science. “We were doing citizen science 
before people called it citizen science,” says Dr. 
Michael Wall, vice president of research and public 
programs and curator of entomology, “This is just 
what we do.”

“We have been pleasantly surprised to 
see how many flying squirrels are using 
residential areas in the mountains.”

Left: staff from the Museum and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service install equipment in the 
backyard of a residence for the flying squirrel study. Right: a young citizen scientist with a Desert 
Iguana posted to iNaturalist. 
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the training as, “thorough, well thought out, tested and 
revised year-to-year as needed.”

The Docents, who do outreach to the schools and 
interpret the exhibitions for visitors, receive a 6-month 
course in natural history. Museum curators and outside 
experts cover a variety of topics on the flora, fauna, and 
geology of the region in addition to exhibition content 
and effective engagement techniques. Docents take 
that knowledge and share it with thousands of people, 
young and old alike. Longtime Docent Teresa Norris 
characterized the training as a “free mini college course 
in natural history.” 

Volunteers who work in the science departments 
gain hands-on training with the invaluable scientific 
collections working side-by-side with Museum 
curators. Even the camp aides receive opportunities 
to learn more about science with behind-the-scene 
tours. Covey members, the oldest volunteer group 
started in 1967, hear lectures by the Museum curators 
that keep them up-to-date on the latest research. 
Traveling exhibition volunteers learn about the 
exhibition content and receive tips on how to engage 
the visitors. 

Becoming a volunteer with theNAT means not only 
contributing but also learning about nature so that that 
knowledge can be spread far and wide. The volunteers 
are citizen scientists carrying forward a long tradition.   

FROM ORDINARY TO EXTRAORDINARY:    		
TRAINING FOR VOLUNTEERS

VOLUNTEERS

HHow do you take an ordinary citizen with an interest in 
nature and turn them into an extraordinary naturalist? 
At theNAT, that’s easy. Every volunteer has access 
to training that is not found elsewhere in San Diego 
County. Imagine hearing lectures from Museum 
scientists, local experts, and sometimes seasoned 
volunteers who have become experts in their own 
right. Or better yet, imagine working side-by-side with 
Museum curators. This past year, current volunteers 
and 293 new ones had access to these exceptional 
opportunities. 

Canyoneers who lead public hikes throughout San 
Diego County receive rigorous training on the flora 
and fauna, the geology, and human history of the 
county’s natural landscapes. When you take a hike with 
the Canyoneers you will receive scientific information 
distilled in a way that is accessible to anyone. Longtime 
Canyoneer Pauline Jimenez says the training “offers 
fascinating ways to discover ‘trail secrets’ in your 
own back yard and a camaraderie with fellow ‘citizen 
scientists’ who will become newfound friends.”

The Museum Whaler program trains naturalists who 
provide information on marine life off the coast of San 
Diego. Whalers hear lectures by scientists from NOAA 
(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) 
who present findings not yet shared with the public 
along with talks by other experts and seasoned 
volunteers. Sheri Knox, Whaler for 11 years, describes 

Bob Gordon, a Canyoneer and falconer, 
introduces visitors to Skylar the red-tailed hawk.

Krisztina Rakosi, high school intern, sorts insects 
for Entomology.



Over the 18 months since its dedication, Coast to 
Cactus has received numerous prestigious awards, 
including four from the American Alliance of Museums 
(AAM). One of these was Overall Excellence for an 
Exhibition, which is the highest honor an exhibition 
can achieve. This is the museum industry’s equivalent 
of winning an Oscar. 

Next the Museum’s talented exhibit development 
and design team shifted their attention to the second 
exhibition funded through the Special Projects 
Campaign: Extraordinary Ideas. While exhibition 
concepts and components were developed and 
tested, the construction team tackled the extremely 
challenging job of renovating, expanding, and 
upgrading our 1933 library and adjacent research 
areas. In order to create the free-floating mezzanines 
above the main library floor, an ingeniously engineered 
system of welded branches was designed to solve 
the problem. The climate controls were updated in 
order to meet museum conservation standards for 
archival materials, and was expanded to the full library, 
including the 56,000 volume “stacks.”

Once again, we celebrated the end of construction with 
a “wall signing” in the newly completed Eleanor and 
Jerome Navarra Special Collections Gallery on February 
23, 2016. And once again, the exhibits team began the 
process of installation. Over several months, the ideas 
first tested in 1-inch scale were realized in the new 
gallery, culminating with a week of dedication events 
beginning on August 16. As the finale project of recently 
retired President and CEO Mick Hager, the Eleanor 
and Jerome Navarra Special Collections Gallery and its 
signature exhibition Extraordinary Ideas from Ordinary 
People: A History of Citizen Science serve as a beautiful 
bookend to a rich and productive career. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS CAMPAIGN: PROJECT COMPLETION

TThe Board of Directors of the San Diego Natural 
History Museum approved the $14.9 million Special 
Projects Campaign in December 2012, launched by a 
$7 million grant from California State Parks in support 
of the core exhibition, Coast to Cactus in Southern 
California. While Coast to Cactus was a $9 million 
project, the campaign included bridge funding to 
support operations during the campaign, and also 
development of an additional permanent exhibition, 
Extraordinary Ideas from Ordinary People: A History of 
Citizen Science. Installing this exhibition in a renovated 
and expanded library and new Special Collections 
Gallery would allow the Museum to dissolve the walls 
between our research and the public for the first time 
in our history.

By December 2013, with the original goal within 
striking distance, the board approved an increased 
goal of $16 million. This gave room for the full 
Museum membership to participate in the campaign 
while also increasing the amount of bridge funding 
and covering projected increased library construction 
costs as plans were formalized.

Throughout 2014, the Dennis and Carol Wilson Hall of 
Biodiversity, which would be the future home of Coast 
to Cactus, underwent renovations and culminated 
in a “wall signing” topping off ceremony on March 
23, 2014. Shortly after, the installation of exhibit 
components began in earnest, with final touches 
being made up until the dedication and ribbon cutting 
on January 14, 2015. It was at that event that the 
over-the-top pledge was received, with the campaign 
reaching its $16 million goal, though ultimately a 
thrilling $16.7 million was raised! 

Margi Dykens celebrates the completion of the Special Projects 
Campaign with Dennis and Carol Wilson. 
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Eleanor and Jerome Navarra with Curator Margi Dykens.
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BY THE NUMBERS

252,473
593,647 

17,401

1,374,726

1,604,165Volunteers
741 total volunteers

58,143 total volunteer hours

$1,604,165 dollar value of volunteer hours (per Bureau of Labor Statistics)

Canyoneers led 70 hikes for 2,081 people, including 15 hikes for 254  
   students and chaperones.

Docents reached 5,361 students and chaperones with 154 programs. 

Whalers reached 27,037 passengers on 296 cruises through      
   Hornblower Cruises and Events.

56 high school students volunteered for spring, winter and summer   
   camps.

8 high school students worked in the departments of herpetology,
   botany, paleontology, and entomology.

Social Media
Facebook: 31,572 likes

Twitter: 7,784 followers

Instagram: 1,249 followers

YouTube: 142 subscribers

Public Programs 
San Diego Programs
Nature to You Loan Library: 733 loans reaching 111,422 people

School Programs: 740 programs reaching 36,445 students

Family and Public Programs: 185 programs serving 20,290 participants

Museum Access Funds: 9,106 students from Title 1 schools served

Baja California Programs: Smart Schools, Green Practices

Workshops facilitated: 11
Teachers trained: 128 
Students trained: 293 

Students impacted: 17,401
Individuals benefited from program: 29,091

Visitation
380,160 people visited the Museum

593,647 website visits (50% from mobile devices)

BRCC Collections
Total Number of Specimens: ~ 8 million

Birds 

New specimens collected: 182
Total specimens: 49,621

Mammals

New specimens collected: 88
Total specimens: 24,247

Herpetology

New specimens collected: 214
Total specimens: 77,176

Entomology

New specimens collected: ~214,442
Total specimens: ~874,442

Paleontology 

New specimens collected: 18,766
Total specimens: 1,374,726

Botany 

New specimens collected: 7,949
Total specimens: 252,473

Research Library

56,000 volumes 

Marine Invertebrates

5 million specimens

Mineralogy

15,000 specimens



A YEAR OF AWARD-WINNING PROGRAMS

CCoast to Cactus in Southern California opened to 
rave reviews in January 2015, but just because the 
exhibition is open, it doesn’t mean that our work 
is done. Our Exhibits team continues to make 
improvements to the exhibition including new 
labels, changing out live animals, and changing 
the beautiful A.R. Valentien paintings in the Torrey 
Pines section of the exhibition, in addition to daily 
maintenance to keep the exhibition in tip-top shape. 
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All the work our Public Programs team puts in 
does not go unnoticed. In May 2016, theNAT 
received national honors for Coast to Cactus in 
Southern California from the American Alliance of 
Museums.

The Overall Excellence is the top honor a museum 
can receive for an exhibition. It gives us peer 
recognition for doing outstanding work. It gives our 
Museum national exposure within the industry. And 
it’s gratifying and rewarding for our team…it keeps 
us motivated to continue creating exceptional 
visitor experiences. In fact, theNAT was very 
fortunate this year to win four awards—check them 
out below. 

Since the opening, the team has also been very 
busy developing other elements to support the 
exhibition. A microsite, generously funded by the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), 
called Explore the Region from Coast to Cactus 
(sdnat.org/explore) allows website users to explore 
the unique habitats of southern California as well 
as the animal, plants, people, and places that can 
be found here. The site also encourages users to 
contribute content to the Coast to Cactus Digital 
Scrapbook and participate in science projects such 
as the Amphibian and Reptile Atlas of Peninsular 
California, the Flying Squirrel Study, and iNaturalist. 

This microsite was developed by the Museum’s 
exhibits, education, and digital teams in 
collaboration with the Balboa Park Online 
Collaborative. As with the exhibition, launching 
the website was only our first step in the process. 
Our team hired the market research firm Designing 
Insights at two different points in the process to 
conduct an in-depth evaluation of the website. 
The results of these evaluations identified 
recommendations for improvement, which have 
been implemented. In addition, we continue to add 
more content to the site on a regular basis. Explore 
the Region from Coast to Cactus allows users to 
dig into some content from the comfort of their 
own home or supplement their visit while in the 
exhibition.

AWARDS FOR THE NAT’S PROGRAMS

American Alliance of Museums 28th 
Annual Excellence in Exhibition 
Competition

Overall Excellence for an Exhibition for 
Coast to Cactus in Southern California

2016 AAM Media & Technology MUSE 
Award

Honorable Mention for Video, Film and 
Computer Animation for the Punk Skunk 
video series

2016 Sustainability Excellence Award

This was awarded to theNAT for Coast 
to Cactus in Southern California as a 
model of Sustainable Exhibitions—Large 
Museum. 

2016 CurCom Excellence in Exhibition 
Label Writing Competition

TheNAT won for the Wildfire in the 
Chaparral (Chapter 3) exhibit in Coast to 
Cactus in Southern California.

Another addition that has been created specifically 
for educators in our region is the Coast to Cactus 
curriculum for grades K-8. These new curricula 
align with the Next Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS) and provide lesson plans for the classroom 
that support what kids will see and experience in 
the exhibition itself. These curricula are available in 
both English and Spanish and can be downloaded 
from our website.

The final addition that been created is a brand-
new hiking guide titled Coast to Cactus: The 
Canyoneer Trail Guide to San Diego Outdoors, 
which hit shelves in September. The book was 
written and edited by the Museum’s Canyoneers, 
trained naturalists who have been leading nature 
hikes throughout San Diego County for over 40 
years. Much more than a typical hiking guide, 
this guidebook details more than 250 hiking 
options in the San Diego region and provides an 
unprecedented level of information on the flora, 
fauna, and habitats encountered on the various 
hikes. It encourages hikers to stop, look, listen, 
touch, smell, and examine to understand that 
everything is linked together, comparable to a 
Canyoneer-led nature walk experience. 

The “overall excellence” is the top honor 
a museum can receive…it keeps 
us motivated to continue creating 
exceptional visitor experiences.
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FINANCIALS

2016 
Expenses 

$11,626,053

Exhibitions 

36% 

Fundraising 
+ membership 

10% 

Marketing 

9% 

General 
Admin 

9% 

Collections 
+ Research 

27% 

Education 

8% 

2016 
Revenue 

+ Support 

$14,927,016

Contributions  
+ Membership 

50% 

Endowment 
+ Investment 

3% 

Bio and Paleo 
Services Contracts 

16% 

Admissions 
+ other operations 

24% 

Other 

3% 

Government 
Grants 

4% 

The Museum finished its fiscal year continuing to build 
on its financial condition and its investment in our 
exhibitions and educational programs, which highlight 
this biologically significant region in which we live. 
Our net assets grew by more than $1.2 million, 
largely due to an increase of over $2.6 million in our 
permanent endowment. During this year, we also 
completed Extraordinary Ideas from Ordinary People: 
A History of Citizen Science, which showcases the 
role of citizen scientists.    

While our total income decreased, we continued 
to operate at a surplus. Contract income, which is 
derived from the scientific consulting done by our 
talented researchers, increased and continues to 
contribute over 16 percent to the Museum’s revenue. 
This valuable revenue source provides support for the 
Biodiversity Research Center of the Californias and 
the care of the Museum’s collections. 

The overall income decrease is due to two primary 
factors. While our traveling exhibitions this year were 
compelling and met with rave reviews, they did not 
draw the attendance the tremendously successful The 
Discovery of King Tut did the previous year. Likewise, 
our Legacy campaign which marked the retirement 
of Dr. Mick Hager and welcomed Judy Gradwohl, 

brought in more than $4 million (exceeding the goal) 
but was smaller by comparison to the Special Projects 
Campaign, which was completed the previous year. 

The Museum’s exhibit-related expenses also 
decreased, compared to the prior year when we 
hosted 10 months of traveling exhibitions and 
completed Coast to Cactus in Southern California. 
All other costs stayed relatively consistent from the 
previous year.

The Museum’s financial condition is reflected in the 
Statement of Financial Position at right. Additional 
detail can be found in our audited financials which 
are posted on our website. The Museum’s focus 
on operating sustainably, combined with generous 
gifts and strong admissions, has resulted in a 
strong financial condition that allows us to invest 
in our mission of providing educational programs, 
exhibitions, and scientific research to our community. 

Susan Loveall 

Vice President, CFO and COO
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July 1, 2015–June 30, 2016
Operating Revenue and Expenses

Fiscal Year 2016 Fiscal Year 2015

Revenue and Support
Admissions and other operating income  $3,593,518 24%  $5,326,573 21%

Bio and Paleo Services contracts  $2,364,382 16%  $2,105,259 8%

Endowment/investment income  $492,339 3%  $430,033 2%

Contributions & Membership $7,393,568 50%  $14,197,288 57%

Government Grants (inc. Prop 84 exhibition grant)  $639,038 4%  $2,380,674 10%

Other support  $444,171 3%  $382,744 2%

Total Revenue and Support  $14,927,016 100%  $24,822,571 100%

Expenses
Collections and research  $3,172,331 27%  $3,356,566 22%

Education  $984,336 8%  $995,400 6%

Exhibitions  $4,186,197 36%  $7,382,279 48%

Fundraising/membership  $1,157,873 10%  $1,266,843 8%

Communications/marketing  $1,024,019 9%  $1,438,238 9%

General administrative  $1,101,297 9%  $1,058,575 7%

Total Expenses  $11,626,053 100%  $15,497,901 100%

Excess of Operating Revenue

& Support Over Expenses  $3,300,963  $9,324,670 

Financial Position
2016 2015

Assets
Cash  $2,855,487  $2,885,568 

Investments and perpetual trusts  $22,840,881  $21,086,986 

Receivables and prepaid expenses  $2,321,625  $4,519,589 

Property, equipment (less accumulated depreciation)  $22,155,841  $20,658,580 

Total Assets  $50,173,834  $49,150,723 

Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $1,291,512  $1,766,377 

Other short-term liabilities  $113,951  $352,898 

Notes payable  $525,000  $- 

Total Liabilities  $1,930,463  $2,119,275 

Net Assets
Unrestricted  $22,536,860  $20,629,508 

Temporarily restricted  $8,393,574  $11,776,759 

Permanently restricted  $17,312,937  $14,625,182 

Total Net Assets  $48,243,371  $47,031,449 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $50,173,834  $49,150,724 

Additional information on the Museum’s financial results can be found at sdnat.org.
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Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Pesqueira
Mrs. Ingrid Poole Williams
Arthur P. and Jeanette G. Pratt
   Memorial Fund
Private Asset Management, Inc.
   Foundation
Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & Savitch LLP
Leslie H. Rapp
Mr. and Mrs. G.W. Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Schmid
Warren and Anna Gale Schmidtmann
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Schulze
Ms. Anne Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. Jack M. Siegel
Richard and Deanna Spehn
Ms. Nancy J. Stinebuck
The Charles H. Stout Foundation
Mrs. Edna K. Tipton
Christine Tratnyek
Dr. Robert C. Vinton
Ginger E. and Robert D. Wallace
   Foundation
Kathy and Jim Waring
Ms. Caitlin M. Wege
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Wood

$500-$999 
Anonymous
Ms. Jo Ellen Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Breisch
Richard and Susan Breisch 
   Charitable Fund
Ms. Janell Cannon
Ms. Linda Chester and Mr. Kenneth Rind
Richard and Stephanie Coutts
Adriane and Ken Coveney

Mrs. Ramona Bush
The Canyoneers
Dr. Margaret E. Carl
Mr. and Mrs. Scott E. Carl
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Cavignac
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Cheeseman
Cheesemans’ Ecology Safaris
Clark-Hunter Foundation
Ms. Rebecca Vesterfelt and
   Mr. Louis Cohen
Theodore J. Cohn Charitable Trust
   in honor of Mary Hollis Clark
The Sahan Daywi Foundation 
   at the request of Christopher an
   Mila Conlan
Virginia and Doug Crockett
Mrs. Julia Croom
Vice Admiral and Mrs. Walter J. Davis, Jr.
Lois Day
Duane Morris LLP
Dr. and Mrs. L. David Engel
The Engel Fund   
Ms. Anne L. Evans
Drs. Edward and Ruth Evans
Val and DeeGee Farrell
Ms. Sarah Malka and Mr. Dieter
   Fenkart-Froeschl
Mr. and Mrs. William Ferguson
Mr. Tom Fleming
Ms. Charlene Glacy
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Goodwin
Robin Halford
Ms. Carol Baird and Dr. Alan Harper
Mr. and Mrs. Otis P. Heald
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Hebdon
Dr. Barbara F. Hildreth and 
   Mr. William Hildreth
Dr. Barbara Hoenecke and 
  Dr. Heinz Hoenecke
Joel and Rosanne Holliday
Margaret Hollingsworth
Jackie Hollywood
Nancy and William Homeyer
Gary and Carrie Huckell
Ms. Susan E. Hunter
Mr. and Mrs. Gary C. Jacobson
Dr. Donna Perdue and 
   Dr. Calvin Johnson
Martin Kantor
Mr. and Mrs. Webster B. Kinnaird
Dr. and Mrs. James U. Lemke
The Sheila and Jeffrey Lipinsky Family
   Fund of the Jewish Community
   Foundation
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The Docents
Richard G. Dooley
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Evanco
Mr. and Mrs. Harlon Filloon
The Fuson Family Fund at Schwab
   Charitable Fund
Dr. Joyce M. Gattas
Ms. Ingegerd E. Hansen
Diana and William Herron
Jessica and Mark Kearney
Klees Family Charitable Fund at
   Schwab Charitable Fund, in memory
   of Robert E. Klees
Suzann and William Leininger
Team Leininger Trust Fund
Dr. M. Kimberly Lowe
Mr. and Mrs. J. Chris Marsh
Ms. Christa M. McReynolds
Christa McReynolds Fund 
Mrs. Elizabeth B. Meyer
Ms. Kathy Cusick and 
   Mr. C. Dennis Morgan
Mr. James H. Oliver
Nuri and John Pierce
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Rocks
Mrs. Carol A. Sheehan
Mr. Robert B. Sidner
Dr. Catherine A. Tauber
Mr. Scott Tremor
Michael Wall, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Wilson, III
Annette L. and Wade W. Winner, Jr.

$100-$499 
Anonymous
Patrick Abbott, Ph.D.
Ms. Theresa B. Acerro
Mrs. Marjorie Acker
Dr. and Mrs. Maurice Alfaro
Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Arbelaez
Jayne and D. Scott Atkinson
Ms. Beverly Baima
Eowyn Bates and Christopher Croom
Lauren Lee Beaudry and Jack Snider
Bruce and Patricia Becker
Debbie and Paul Beiley
Wayne and Lauralee Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Bernitt
Mr. Jerry Bierman
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Blackwell
Mrs. Janet Black-Yznaga
Miles and Patricia Bowler
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Brooks
Ms. Sandy Callahan

   Bradford Hollingsworth
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Holmes
Mr. John F. Holz
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Horton
Dr. and Mrs. David Horwitz
Ms. Shirinne Alison and Mr. Victor Hsu
Jeanne and Joseph Jehl
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Johnson
Drs. Barbara and Dan Keiller
Robert Kilian and Kathleen Slayton
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kim
Ms. Sheri Konen
Mr. and Mrs. Al Korobkin
Mr. and Mrs. G. Fred Kramer
Bernard Kuchta and Elizabeth Zeigler*
Ms. Tracey Kushner
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Larsen
Katrice and Vincent Lee
Ms. Stephanie Nusbaum and 
   Dr. Tom Leptich
Karen Levyszpiro
Mr. and Ms. Larry Lewis
Ms. Lysbeth Lieber
Ms. Vicki Lindblade
Laurie A. Lippitt
Mr. José Luis Lisares Jr.
Mrs. Russell Litchfield
Ms. DeEtte L. Loeffler and 
   Mr. Steven Loeffler
Curtis Loer and Linda Fitts
Monte Marshall
Ms. Anne C. Marston
Mrs. Margaret D. Marston
Dr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Martin
Judith L. Mathews
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Mautner
Ms. Alice B. McCauley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. McCommins
Mr. Jim Melli and Ms. Janet Klauber
Dr. Margaret Meyer and Mr. Paul Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Miles
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Miller
Ms. Kathleen Mitchell and 
   Mr. Scott Landis
Dr. Mary Jane Moore
Ms. Akiko Morimoto
Janet Morris
Ms. Sheila Moss
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin V. Munnelly
Mr. Michael G. Murphy
Marian Nelson
Mr. William Orcutt
Dr. and Mrs. Fred C. Orton
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Overland

Ms. Denise Garland and 
   Mr. Michael Cardwell
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin J. Carpenter
The Castillo Family
Ms. Yee-Ching Chang
Charlene Chatham Price
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Chen
Mr. Bradley Clark
John Cleator
Dr. and Mrs. Boyd D. Collier
The Sahan Daywi Foundation at the
   request of Heidi Marie Conlan
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Considine
Ms. Nancy Cook and Mr. Brian Cook
Ms. Ramona D. Court
Richard Cudney, Ph.D.
Deanne and Thomas Deméré
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Dennis
Ms. Doris Dickinson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Durler
Margi Dykens
Mr. John G. Eger
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Ehrenfeld
Ms. Debra Ernst and Ms. Sandra Ernst
Dr. Wesley M. Farmer
Ms. Enid Farrell
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Fenton
Margaret and Walker Fillius
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Fink
Dr. and Mrs. Donald E. Fosket
Mrs. Faiya Fredman
The Milton and Faiya Fredman Family
   Fund of the Jewish Community
   Foundation
Mrs. Jeanne L. Frost
Frost Survivor’s Trust
Mrs. Jacqueline M. Gillman
Dr. and Mrs. Frank J. Goicoechea
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gorder, Sr.
Ms. Cindy Gordon
Dr. and Mrs. Robert T. Gordon
Dr. Gary B. Grantham
Rebecca and Lucas Handelsman
Mr. Charles R. Hannum
Judge and Mrs. Richard J. Hanscom
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Harrigan
Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Harris
Dr. and Mrs. Jerome L. Heard
Barbara and Edvard Hemmingsen
Mr. and Mrs. Jules Hertz
Dr. Martha Hillyard and 
   Dr. Steven Hillyard
Maggie Reinbold and 
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Mr. Sam Patella
Mr. Kevin Patrick
Dr. Jack Paxton
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Perry
Ms. Kristi K. Pieper
Chena Popper
Mrs. Elke Radelow
Ms. Kathryn M. Radinovsky
Donna and Don Raub
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Respess
Ms. Michelene Rich
Dr. and Mrs. Sam Ridgway
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Rierson
Mr. Fred Roberts
Ms. Jeanne C. Rosenberg
Ms. Marie Raftery and 
   Dr. Robert Rubenstein
The Rubenstein Family Fund of the
   Jewish Community Foundation
Elizabeth and Lea Rudee
Mr. Robert Rutherford
Dr. and Mrs. Donald A. Sandweiss
Ms. Ghia Santos
Carrie Schneider and Bob Laymon
Mrs. Connie Schroeder
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Seeright
Sempra Energy Matching Gift Program
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Silverberg
Dr. David D. Smith
Ms. Lupe D. Smith
Mary Secan Smith
Ms. Marilyn Z. Smith and 
   Mr. Brian J. Smith
Brian J. and Marilyn Z. Smith
   Charitable Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Irving Alan Sparks
Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Melvin G. Spiese,
   USMC RET
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Steiner
Ms. Julie Mebane and Mr. Ken Stipanov
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Stout
Dr. and Mrs. David K. Subin, M.D.
Ms. Monica Sullivan
Ms. Susan Stiver and Mr. Brian Swanson
Melvin and Ellen Sweet
Mrs. Carol Telle
Ms. Eloise F. Thomas
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence C. Thum
Ms. Meredith McConahey and 
   Mr. David Toft
Robert Alexander Underwood
Ms. Maria Veghte
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Villagrana
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Volle

   Endowment
The Stephen L. Walsh Vertebrate
   Paleontology Endowment
W.W. Whitney Library Endowment
Dennis and Carol Wilson Endowed
   Chair of Ornithology

THE FOSSIL BALL
Saturday, April 2, 2016
Celebrating the 25th anniversary and 
retirement of Mick Hager, Ph.D., our 
“Chief Fossil”

Fossil Ball Event Co-Chairs
Anne Bullard 
Susan Evanco 
Allison Henderson 
Pam Palisoul 
Demi Rogozienski 
Jessica Rohm

Chief Fossil Table
Dr. Seuss Fund  at the request of
   Audrey Geisel

Tyrannosaurus Tables
Dr. David and Barbara Groce
Rancho La Puerta/Deborah Szekely,
  Founder
Carla and Rudolph Rehm

Triceratops Tables
Anne and Gregory Bullard
Dr. Adele S. Rabin and 
   Stephen J. Cohen
Jim and Mary Dawe
Mona Baumgartel and John DeBeer
First Republic Bank/Jason Shidler
Kathy and John Hattox
Eleanor and Jerry Navarra and Family
Demi and Frank Rogozienski
Eberhard and Jessica Rohm
Tom and Sue Sparrow
Mrs. Christy Walton
Dennis and Carol Wilson

Corythosaurus Couple Tickets
Bob and Kathy Cueva
Dr. Iris Engstrand
Arlene and Richard Esgate
John and Beate Evey
Georganne and Michael Hoctor
Ann Laddon and Adrian Jaffer
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Kent

Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Wadlington
Mrs. Shirley A. Walkoe
Jim and Penny Ward
Dr. and Mrs. Tom M. Warschauer
Marian Warwick
Dr. Stephen L. Weber
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Weigel
Ms. Judith A. Wenker
Ms. Mary Anne Wentink
Sharon Weremiuk and Jerry Doppelt
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Wiggins
Mr. Frank Williamson and Ms. Patricia
   Powers Williamson
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley G. Williamson
Mrs. Carol Winter
Ms. Carol Jean Spencer Wolcott
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Yash

ENDOWMENTS
Administrative Endowment
Ambassadors Circle Endowment
Joshua L. Baily Endowment for Marine
   Invertebrates and Paleontology
Biodiversity Research Center of the
   Californias Director’s Endowment
Mary and Dallas Clark Chair of Botany
James R. Colclough Paleontology
   Endowment
Ruth G. Comstock Entomology
   Endowment
Danziger Ornithology Endowment
Dorothy Elliott Museum Access Fund
   Endowment
Endowed Chair for the President & CEO
Groce Natural History Endowment
   Fund at the San Diego Foundation
William Randolph Hearst Endowed
   Fund for Education Programs
Hill Endowment for Ornithology
   Research
Klauber Family Library Endowment
   Grace and Laurence Klauber 
Herpetology Endowment
Trust of Hallam J. Koons, in memory
   of his father, Hallam T. Koons
Herbert N. Lowe Conchological
   Collection 
Mildred Meeder Endowment Fund at
   the San Diego Foundation
Member Science Endowment
San Diego Society of Natural History
   General Endowment at the San
   Diego Foundation
Topper Thomas Youth Education
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Lusardi Construction Company
Anne and Andy McCammon
Ms. Courtney Coyle and 
   Mr. Steven McDonald
Drs. Judith and Daniel Muñoz
James and Claudia Prescott
Clint Roberts and Sara Cooley
Gwen Stoughton

Mastodon Tickets
Patrick L. Abbott, Ph.D.
Bank of America
Jeff Block and Michele Gerus
Anita Busquets and William Ladd
Janie DeCelles
Susan and Craig Evanco
Mr. and Mrs. Harlon Filloon
Karen and Steven Garsson
Gary and Carrie Huckell
Peter and Marilee Kovacs
Marilyn Miles
Rand and Elaine Newman
Thomas and Irene Oberbauer
Mrs. James B. Orwig
Don Raub
Nancy J. Robertson
Jeanne Shenkman
Dr. Mary M. Yang

Pterodactyl Tickets
Anonymous
Mr. Tom Fleming
Dr. Joyce M. Gattas
Dr. Calvin Johnson and 
   Dr. Donna Perdue
Julie and Tom Karlo
Monte Marshall
Michael G. Murphy, The Old Globe
Ms. Eleanor Musick and 
   Mr. Abe Ordover
Jeanne C. Rosenberg
Richard C. Schwenkmeyer
William Stout

Wish List Sponsors
The Board Members of the Thomas C.
   Ackerman Foundation
Cavignac and Associates
Ann Laddon and Adrian Jaffer
Diana and Lowell Lindsay
Lusardi Construction Company
Dr. Ann McGowan-Tuskes and 
   Dr. Paul Tuskes
Pam and Phil Palisoul

To ensure the success for all events 
the Museum partners with a group of 
exclusive preferred vendors who are 
familiar with the Museum and offer a 
complete range of services.

Audio Visual - Lighting
ETS Productions Inc.

Catering
Abbey Catering & Event Design
Authentic Flavors Fine Catering &
   Events
Coast Catering
Continental Catering, Inc.
Crown Point Catering
Culinary Concepts
Feast On This
The French Gourmet
Personal Touch Dining, Inc.
The Prado Restaurant at Balboa Park
Terra Catering
Toast Personal Chef & Catering
   Services
The Wild Thyme Company

Bar Service 
CRG Beverage Company

Entertainment
Imagination Entertainment

Floral Design
Lois Mathews Design
Third Bloom

Parking Services
Ace Parking Management, Inc.

Rental Equipment
Classic Party Rentals
Raphael’s Party Rentals
Pacific Event Productions

LIVE OAKS SOCIETY
The Live Oaks Society is comprised of 
supporters who have made gifts to the 
Museum through their estate plans.

Anonymous (9)
Marianne K. Adams
Dr. Janet A. Anderson and 
   Dr. Victor Van Lint
Francoise D. Baker

Dr. Adele S. Rabin and Stephen J. Cohen
Carla and Rudolph Rehm
Clint Roberts and Sara Cooley
Nancy J. Robertson
Anne Schwartz
Harley and Maryanne Sefton
Gwen Stoughton
Marie Tuthill
Mrs. Christy Walton
Dr. Mary M. Yang

Contributors
Anita Busquets and William Ladd,
   Aliane Wines, a San Diego-based
   importer
Dr. and Mrs. Wolfgang Berger
Bob and Kathy Cueva
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Dennis in honor
   of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Rogozienski
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Dort
Dr. and Mrs. Frank J. Goicoechea
Ann Laddon and Adrian Jaffer
Mr. Robin Lehman
Allison Henderson and Jay Miles
Charles Kennel and Ellen Lehman
Peter and Marilee Kovacs
Thomas and Irene Oberbauer
Ms. Kristen K. Pieper
Tonga Ross-Ma’u
Ms. Julie Mebane and 
   Mr. Ken Stipanov
William Stout
Deborah and Sarah Livia Szekely

Live Auction Sponsors
Atelier Marisa
Benefit Cosmetics Boutique
Estancia La Jolla Hotel and Spa
Green Fresh Florals
Jägermeister
La Casa Del Zorro Resort and Spa
Lindblad Expeditions
The Lodge at Torrey Pines
Rancho La Puerta
Rancho Las Cruces
St. Anton Condominiums
Terra American Bistro
The Wild Thyme Company
The WineSellar and Brasserie

SPECIAL EVENTS PARTNERS
The Museum offers a unique and 
memorable event venue for many 
organizations throughout the year. 
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Dr. Annalisa Berta
Susan and Richard Breisch
George Brooks-Gonyer
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Bullard
Mrs. Ramona Bush
Ms. Anita Busquets and 
   Dr. William A. Ladd
Margaret E. Carl
Dale Hollis Clark
Henry and Charlotte* Clark
Jerry Clarkson
Karen and Dr. James F.* Clements
Mr. David R. Crawford
Lois Day
Jose de la Torre-Bueno
Mona Baumgartel and John DeBeer
Ms. Janie DeCelles
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Dort
Glenn and Jeanne* Dunham
Bernard J. Eggertsen
Iris and Paul* Engstrand
Meryl Faulkner
Ms. Michele Fergoda
Mrs. William Gordon
Dr. David E. and Barbara Groce
Judy Guilmette
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Hager
Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Hambleton
Ed and Janelle Harris
Lois and John Harris
Ms. Susan Heller
Dorothy Hester
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hoctor
Kathleen Howell
Mr. and Mrs. Gary C. Jacobson
Adrian Jaffer
Mr. and Mrs. J. Edwin Jenkins
Dr. Donna Perdue and 
   Dr. Calvin Johnson
Linda D. King
Ms. Sheri Knox
Catherine O. and Burton* Kuck
H. William Kuni
Ann Laddon
Luisa J. Larson
Dr. Jack L. Littlepage
Ms. Barbara J. Lohne
Dr. Monte Marshall
Virginia W. Martin*
Mr. Jack T. McCord
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony* Mercieca
Judith T. Muñoz
Dr. James D. Nauman
Nancy Nenow

Authentic Flavors Fine Catering &
   Events**
B & H Video
Bank of America
Cavignac & Associates
Charles Schwab & Co.
Coast Catering**
Continental Catering, Inc.**
CRG Beverage Company**
Crown Point Catering**
Culinary Concepts*
Dexcom
Feast On This**
First Republic Bank
The French Gourmet**
Imagination Entertainment**
Lois Mathews Design**
Nordstrom, Inc.
The Ordover Gallery**
Personal Touch Dining, Inc.**
The Prado Restaurant at Balboa Park**
Qualcomm, Inc.
Terra Catering**
Third Bloom**
Toast Personal Chef & Catering Services**
Torrey Pines Bank
VWR International, LLC
The Wild Thyme Company**

Coast Natural Partner
($1,250 - $4,999)
Ace Parking Management, Inc.**
Allergy and Rheumatology 
   Medical Clinic
BD BioSciences
California Western School of Law
Cheesemans’ Ecology Safaris
Classic Party Rentals**
Design Institute of San Diego
Donut Bar**
Duane Morris LLP
ETS Productions Inc.**
Giant Photo Service**
Japanese Film Festival
Kyoto Symposium Organization
Liberty Mutual
Loma Media**
Lusardi Construction
Morrison & Foerster, LLP
Nordson Corporation Foundation
Pacific Event Productions**
Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & 
   Savitch LLP
Rancho Las Cruces**

Dr. and Mrs. Fred Orton
Walter and Anne* Pagels
Mrs. Joseph R. Parker
James and Barbara Peugh
Rudy and Marilyn Regalado
James K. Richardson
Rich and Harleen Roncaglia
Ms. Ronnie Schneider
Richard C. Schwenkmeyer
Jeanne and Henry* Shenkman
David Dwyer Smith
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Stevenson
Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord Stickney
Phyllis and Frank Tabor
Christine Tratnyek
Drs. Paul and Ann Tuskes
Dr. Robert C. Vinton
Mrs. Mary M. Yount

*deceased

NATURAL PARTNERS
Natural Partners are corporate 
supporters of the Museum who gave 
$1,250 or more in cash, event, or 
products and services support over the 
course of the year. We are proud to be 
associated with these organizations and 
are most appreciative of their generosity.

Biodiversity Champion 
Natural Partner
($50,000 and above)
Clear Channel Communications**
Jerome’s Furniture
KPBS-TV Public Broadcasting**

Desert Natural Partner
($25,000 - $49,999)
CerasoliStafford Media Management LLC**
Outfront Media**
Simpler & Simpler**
Subaru of America, Inc.

Mountains Natural Partner
($15,000 - $24,999)
Lindblad Expeditions**
Rancho La Puerta**
San Diego Gas & Electric

Chaparral Natural Partner
($5,000 - $14,999)
Abbey Catering & Event Design**
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Raphael’s Party Rentals**
Rely Environmental**
San Diego Association of Geologists
San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program
Select Mailing Service, Inc.**
SERVPRO of San Diego County
U.S. Bancorp Foundation
WD-40 Company Foundation  
The WineSellar and Brasserie**

** indicates gift-in-kind

SPECIAL PROJECTS CAMPAIGN 
The San Diego Natural History 
Museum gratefully acknowledges 
the donors to the Special Projects 
Campaign and the CEO Legacy 
Initiative. 

$1,000,000 and above
California Department of Parks and
   Recreation
Ms. Dale Hollis Clark in memory of
   Mary and Dallas Clark
Kathy and John Hattox
Eleanor and Jerome Navarra
Eleanor and Jerome Navarra
   Foundation 
The Sefton Family
J.W. Sefton Foundation
Nita and Henk van der Werff in
   memory of Mary and Dallas Clark
The Walton Family Foundation, 
   at the recommendation of Christy
   Walton and Lukas Walton
Dennis and Carol Wilson

$100,000-999,999
Thomas C. Ackerman Foundation
Anonymous
The Legler Benbough Foundation
Stephen and Mary Birch Foundation
Roberta and Malin Burnham
David C. Copley Foundation
The Dunham Family in Memory of
   Jeanne Dunham
In Memory of Chapman Grant by
   Terry Grant Hazard, Polly Hazard
   Hoffman, Earl Thomas Hoffman,
   Thomas B. Hazard, and M. Jo Hazard
Carol and Henry F. Hunte 
The Joan and Irwin Jacobs Fund at
   the Jewish Community Foundation
Peter and Marilee Kovacs

James Orwig M.D. Family
Philip R. and Pamela F. Palisoul 
   and Family
Nancy Robertson and 
   Mark Cookingham
Richard Schwenkmeyer
Ellen Browning Scripps Foundation
Margaret and John Stevenson
Takahashi Family Fund  
Mandell Weiss Charitable Trust
Mrs. Betty Jo Williams

$5,000-9,999
2014 Museum Staff
The Canyoneers
City of San Diego
The Covey
James and Mary Dawe
The Docents
Downing Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John Downing
Susan and Craig Evanco
Karen and Steven Garsson
Allison Henderson and Jay Miles
Mrs. Jackie Hollywood
Nancy and William Homeyer
Jeffrey and Lindsey Kent
Terry and Linda Moore
Jean and Bill O’Daniel
Dr. Rebecca Papendick and 
   Dr. Jay Savage
Eberhard and Jessica Rohm
The Thursday Club
The Patricia and Christopher Weil
   Family Foundation
Museum Whalers

$1,000-4,999
Anonymous
William and Terri Buchanan
Dr. J. David Bukry
Anita Busquets and William Ladd
Dinah and Scott Carl
Virginia and Doug Crockett
Ms. Lois Day
Bud and Gingy Ferguson
Tom Fleming
Michael Gelfand
Barbara F. Hildreth
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hoctor
Dr. and Mrs. Matt Hom
H. William Kuni
Dr. and Mrs. James U. Lemke
Monte Marshall

The Gilbert J. Martin Foundation
The Gerald T. and Inez Grant Parker
   Foundation
Price Philanthropies Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Price
Rice Family Foundation,
    in honor of Morgan S. Rice
Dr. Seuss Fund  , at the
   recommendation of Audrey Geisel

$10,000-99,999
Alice Anda and James Ward
James F. Beyster Fund  
Anne and Gregory Bullard
Esther J. Burnham Trust
Colwell Family Distributable Fund  
Carolyn and Cliff Colwell
Steve and Carolyn Conner
Conner Family Fund  
County of San Diego
The Coyle McDonald Family
   Courtney, Steve, Alexandra,
   Maximilian
The Donald C. and Elizabeth M.
   Dickinson Foundation
Bill Disher
Hans and Margaret Doe 
   Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Dort
Bernard J. Eggertsen and 
   Florence Nemkov
Marion Eggertsen and Family
The Hattie Ettinger Conservation
   Fund , at the recommendation of
   Janie DeCelles
The Favrot Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Laurence D. Favrot
Michele Gerus and Jeff Block
Gray Charitable Trust
The Barbara and David Groce Fund 
Denise and Michael Hager
Heller Foundation of San Diego
The Hervey Family Fund 
Institute for Law and Systems Research
Ann Laddon and Adrian Jaffer
Charles Kennel and Ellen Lehman
Alan G. Lehman and Jane A. Lehman
   Foundation
Maurice J. Masserini Trust
Drs. Anne and Andy McCammon
   In memory of Margaret and Bert
   McIntosh
Rand and Elaine Newman
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SENIOR MANAGEMENT  JULY 1, 2015–JUNE 30, 2016
Michael W. Hager, Ph.D.
President and CEO

Eowyn Bates
Vice President, Institutional Advancement

Susan Loveall
Vice President, CFO and COO

Michael Wall, Ph.D.
Curator of Entomology
Vice President, Research and Public Programs

Tom Deméré, Ph.D.
Curator of Paleontology

Bradford Hollingsworth, Ph.D.
Curator of Herpetology

Jon P. Rebman, Ph.D.
The Mary and Dallas Clark Endowed Chair of Botany

Philip Unitt
The Dennis and Carol Wilson Endowed Chair of 
Ornithology

Margaret Dykens
Director of the Research Library and Registrar

Josh Culver
Senior Director of Operations

Rebecca Handelsman
Senior Director of Communications

Katrice Lee
Senior Director of Development and Grants

Beth Redmond-Jones
Senior Director of Public Programs

Ghia Santos
Controller

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Art Direction and Design
Mary Lou Morreal

Editorial Committee
Eowyn Bates		  Janet Morris		
Margaret Dykens		 Donna Raub
Rebecca Handelsman	 Beth Redmond-Jones
Erica Kelly		  April Tellez
Ann Laddon		  Michael Wall, Ph.D.
Katrice Lee

Photography
Michael Field, Brad Hollingsworth, Kate Johnson, 
Sheryl Marie, Pablo Mason, April Tellez

Cover image
Flamingo image from Audubon’s Birds of America.

Inside front cover image
A collection of bird eggs donated by a local citizen scientist.

Inside back cover image
Botany volunteer preparing herbarium specimens.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Oberbauer
John and Peggy Overland
James and Claudia Prescott
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Rogozienski
Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord Stickney
Gwen Stoughton
Mrs. Edna K. Tipton
Rebecca Vesterfelt and Louis Cohen
Dr. Mary M. Yang

*Commitments received as of 
March 3, 2016

GIFTS-IN-KIND  
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Kent
Mr. and Mrs. Don J. McLaughlin
Doretta and David Winkelman

IN MEMORIAM
The following individuals represent 
members, donors and volunteers 
who have passed away this fiscal 
year. We are thankful for their 
commitment to the Museum and 
wish to honor their memories. 

Charlotte Clark
Michael Dietz
Alyssa Gehm
Cathy Hopper
Donald Hydrick
Virginia W. Martin
Alice Miller
Gregg Pancoast
Betty J. Quayle
Mary S. Smith
Evelyn Steppe
Malcolm Winslow
Jean R. Woodward

If we have omitted your name 
or made an error, please accept 
our apologies and help us correct 
our records by contacting Megan 
Callery at 619.255.0359 or 
mcallery@sdnhm.org.



Our Mission 

To interpret the natural world through research, education and exhibits; to promote 
understanding of the evolution and diversity of southern California and the peninsula of 
Baja California; and to inspire in all a respect for nature and the environment.
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