
Apr il 26,  2002

Dr.  Michael W. Hager
Executive Director
San Diego Natur al History Museum
1788 El P rado, Balboa Park
San Diego, CA 92101

Dear Dr. Hager: 

I don’t know if  you have had the opport unity to att end one of t he environmental educati on
wor kshops conducted by PROBEA, but I observed one t his week and I would like to t ell you about it.  The
wor kshop was on using the “Ocean Oasis” film as a r esource at t he pri mary educati on level, and was given at
Col egio I ngles in Playas de Tijuana.  T his school, one of  the best in the T ijuana area,  was so pleased wi th its
previous PROBEA workshops t hat it  devot ed the day t o the workshop, wi th mor e than thirt y of i ts faculty i n
att endance.

I am a cultural  anthr opologist who is working infor mally with t he group that is planning the
int eracti ve CD about the Ti juana River Watershed that the Museum is administering.  I attended the
PROBEA workshop in part to see how PROBEA’s activit ies can be i ntegrated into the CD pr oject. 

I am writ ing you because I was deeply i mpressed by the quality of the workshop on a num ber of 
levels.  One was the great creati vity t hat went int o thinking about ways in which the f ilm and its inform ation
could be used i n the classr oom, not onl y for learni ng about biology, but al so mat hemati cs and language.  The
exercises in the workshop r anged from an experiment  in convecti on and marine curr ents t o creating a menu
from the food chain of the peninsula.  The teachers were given an instructi on manual that not  only provided
ideas and directions,  but a detai led chart of  how each unit fit  into the curricul um of the various grade levels.

Not  only the material , but the st ructur e of t he wor kshop was well done.  The paci ng was great , with a
mixture of careful scientif ic explanati ons mi xed wi th fast-paced fun exerci ses that had the f aculty in st itches.

As a teacher who uses films in my courses, I am aware that students often watch videos very
passively.  I came away from the workshop wit h a gr eater sense of the wide possibilities for engagi ng
students actively in using films as resources.

Aft er the workshop I thought, “I’ ve got  to tell som eone about t his,” and then thought t hat there was
no better  person to t ell than you.  I t hink you should be very proud of the work of PROBEA and the Museum 
in your binational environm ental educat ion pr ogram. 

Sincerely,

Frederick J. Conway. Ph. D.


