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To interpret the natural world 

through research, education and exhibits; 

to promote understanding of the evolution 

and diversity of southern California 

and the peninsula of Baja California;

 and to inspire in all a respect for nature

 and the environment.
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October 2012

Dear Museum Friends,

We close the 2011–12 fi scal year with 
renewed optimism and a collective sigh of 
relief. Over this past year we continued to 
realize the benefi ts of the many diffi cult 
decisions made in years 2008 through 2010. 
The year 2008 felt like the perfect economic 
storm, but critical analysis over the period 
of the recession and nimble strategic 
management last fall ushered in a new 
day when the Museum secured Titanic: The 
Artifact Exhibition which generated a critical 
revenue stream. Coupled with our self-imposed austerity measures, this year’s strong admissions and 
attendance numbers have helped to bring the Museum back to a fi rm fi nancial footing.

This begs an important question: why is the San Diego Natural History Museum doing an exhibition on the 
Titanic? What does Titanic have to do with natural history? Our strategy for traveling exhibitions stems 
from a philosophy fi rst espoused by the Legler Benbough Foundation. When the Benbough Foundation 
funded the traveling exhibition hall that bears their name, the Foundation did so with the goal of 
“providing opportunities for San Diegans that would be otherwise unavailable.” As an important member 
of the San Diego regional arts and culture community, we are providing opportunities to experience the 
fi nest exhibitions available regionally, nationally, and internationally. These blockbuster exhibitions meet 
the intent of the funder and they provide important fi nancial resources which are then reinvested in our 
mission-related research and education programs. The bottom line: our total admissions in FY2011–12 
of 406,928 showed an increase of more than 20% over the previous year’s admissions. It is through our 
earned revenue and the generous contributions of donors that we continue to invest in and produce the 
best mission-driven research and education programming, year in and year out.

There are important stories behind the numbers: exciting and signifi cant research projects underway 
through the Biodiversity Research Center of the Californias; progress with the core exhibition planning 
on Habitat Journey and others; and robust participation in our rich education and outreach programming. 
This 2011–12 Annual Report delves deeply into each of those areas and we  encourage you to sit back, 
relax, and through the pages that follow, take an armchair expedition and participate in an educational 
journey. A group of passionate and dedicated citizen scientists came together 138 years ago and founded 
the San Diego Society of Natural History. The same fundamental curiosity, desire for more knowledge, and 
passion to understand our natural environment continues to fuel the activities of the San Diego Natural 
History Museum today.

Our service to the community on behalf of the Museum derives from this legacy. We hope you will be 
inspired by the stories from the past year. Please accept our most sincere thanks for your continued 
commitment and support of the San Diego Natural History Museum.

Sincerely,

Michael W. Hager, Ph.D.   Virginia Crockett

President & CEO    Chair, Board of Directors
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The Biodiversity Research Center of the Californias (BRCC) 
is the research division of the Museum, including the Birds 
and Mammals, Botany, Entomology, Herpetology, Marine 
Invertebrates, Mineralogy, and Paleontology Departments, 
as well as the Research Library. BRCC curators and scientists 
actively pursue their own research projects, which range 
from studying the distribution and abundance of vertebrates 
of the San Jacinto Mountains to the fl oristics of both states 
of Baja California. Our scientifi c staff members also serve 
as expert advisors to support the scientifi c accuracy of our 
exhibitions, as well as our educational programs.

Each curator is entrusted with caring for a collection of irre-
placeable specimens, which total approximately 7.3 million 

in number, some of which were found during the earliest 
years of the Museum. The collections represent a rich and 
vital source for investigations in many of the fundamen-
tal arenas of modern biological sciences, such as climate 
change, evolution, biodiversity, conservation, and ecology. 

BRCC staff members work collaboratively with academics at 
universities in San Diego, across  the U.S., and in Mexico, 
and are involved in studies that are informing critical local 
as well as binational decisions about endangered or threat-
ened species, land use, and conservation. This is the tradi-
tion that started with the forming of the San Diego Society 
of Natural History in 1874, and is still being carried out 138 
years later.

Biodiversity Research Center of the Californias

Springtime in Anza-Borrego Desert State Park near Grapevine Canyon Road (Yaqui Flat) with Ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens ssp. splendens) and Teddy-Bear 
Cholla (Cylindropuntia bigelovii).
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Baja California Plant Field Guide  
One of the Museum’s proudest 
events of the past year was the 
publication of the Baja California 
Plant Field Guide, 3rd edition. 
It is truly stunning, both for 
its photography and for the 
comprehensive information it 
presents on the fl ora of the Baja 
California peninsula. The project 
took several years to complete, 
with tireless efforts by the 
 Museum’s Mary & Dallas Clark 
Curator of Botany, Dr. Jon Rebman, 

who completely reworked and expanded upon Dr. Norm 
Roberts’ well-regarded, even beloved, original version. The 
new guide contains introductory chapters on climate, geology, 
endemics, conservation and invasive plants, phytogeographic 
regions and vegetation, as well as new maps of the peninsula. 
More than 240 new plants were added to the book and more 
than 700 plants are described in some detail, and nearly all 
have new photos, including close-up inset images. 

In July Rebman signed books and delivered copies to many of 
his stalwart supporters of this “labor of love.”  On September 
20, at a lecture and book-signing event, many of those who 
had been looking forward to the Guide’s arrival were able to 
congratulate Rebman in person. Norm Roberts’ presence was 
certainly felt, as well. 

Many Baja California enthusiasts and true believers in this 
project deserve thanks for their special roles in bringing 
this dream to fruition. The Walton Family Foundation, as 
recommended by Christy Walton, former member of the 
Museum’s Board of Directors, provided a challenge grant 
that enabled us to publish 10,000 copies. Many individuals 
contributed to help us meet the Walton Family Foundation 
challenge. 

The Museum teamed with Sunbelt Publications to publish 
the Baja California Plant Field Guide. Diana Lindsay, a 
current member of the Board of Directors and Founder and 
President at Sunbelt, reported that they received the book 
from the printer on June 20, and by the end of the month, 
in just seven working days, 461 copies had been sold! 
Amazon also offered the book to its customers, and quickly 
sold out their supply.

One reviewer on Amazon, a North County resident, wrote: “I 
didn’t think the Baja California Plant Field Guide could get 
better—have been using the previous edition for years and 
years, on many trips south. BUT they did it … Jon Rebman 
did Norm proud throughout and the design of every single 
detail and each page is amazing … All serious Baja buffs and 
all botany lovers will want this book—it is a must-have for 
the glove compartment of all Baja-bound vehicles!” 

Thank you to the following generous indi-
viduals and organizations that helped to 
make the publication of the Baja California 
Plant Field Guide possible.

Anonymous
Althea Brimm in memory of Dan Brimm
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Carl
Mr. John R. Cleator
Tom and Karen Clotfelter
Richard Cudney
Ms. Sylvia D. Crise
Bill Disher
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Dort
H. Glenn Dunham
Mr. Mike Evans/Tree of Life Nursery
Bill and Sue Evarts
Exequiel Ezcurra
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon T. Frost, Jr.
Martin Goebel, Trustee, Compton Foundation
Alan Harper
Ms. Susan Heller
The Family of Arthur W. Hester
Jackie Hollywood
Dr. Jean C. Immenschuh
Dr. and Mrs. James U. Lemke
Lowell and Diana Lindsay
Suzie and Ray Longino
Margalef/Dayton Charitable Fund
JiJi Foundation
Gastón Luken
Eleanor and Jerry Navarra and Family
Nancy Nenow
NOS Noroeste Sustentable
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Pronatura Noroeste
Mrs. Valerie Quate
Susan and Bryce Rhodes Family
Dr. Norman C. Roberts*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rudd
Warren and Anna Gale Schmidtmann
Carrie Schneider and Bob Laymon
Richard C. Schwenkmeyer
Sociedad de Historia Niparajá
Bob Vinton
Christy Walton
The Walton Family Foundation
Dennis and Carol Wilson

*deceased 



6

BRCC COLLECTIONS
BY THE NUMBERS

TOTAL NUMBER OF SPECIMENS:
7,378,947

NUMBER OF NEW SPECIMENS ADDED TO 
COLLECTIONS THIS FISCAL YEAR:

BIRDS
403

MAMMALS
277

HERPETOLOGY
322

ENTOMOLOGY
~16,500

PALEONTOLOGY
50,581

BOTANY 
6,914
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A little more than ten years ago, the Museum completed 
construction on the new wing and the renovation of the 
interior spaces of the original 1933 building. As many 
will remember, the newly completed wing and renovation 
transformed what the Museum could accomplish. Since then, 
much has happened. 

One of the biggest changes has occurred in the behind-
the-scenes areas away from the eyes of the day-to-day 
visitor. Throughout the building, behind the exhibition 
halls, theater, and education classrooms, the Museum stores 
over 7.3 million natural history research specimens. These 
collections make up the heart of the Biodiversity Research 
Center of the Californias and are used by scientists to learn 
more about our region’s natural history. What has happened 
in the collection spaces has been truly extraordinary. Led 
by Dr. Paisley Cato, the curators began the tedious process 
of transforming the collection spaces into world-class 
facilities. Funds were raised from the National Science 
Foundation, the Institute for Museum and Library Services, 
and Museum supporters to install new space-saving 
cabinets and shelving and to begin the process of rehousing 
individual specimens into new storage containers. As the 
days, months, and years have passed, the Museum’s research 
staff and volunteers have methodically worked on improving 
the collections. 

The herpetology collection began in 1891 and during its 
fi rst 100-year history, conditions and standards varied from 
decade to decade. The time needed to care for the collection 
in its suboptimal state had become unmanageable. 
Conditions had become less than ideal for the long-term 
preservation of the collection and worse for scientists 
trying to fi nd specifi c specimens. Without the improvements 
to the building completed a decade ago, large collection 
renovation projects would have never gotten off the ground 
simply due to the lack of space. 

In Herpetology, each one of the 76,000 specimens of 
amphibians and reptiles has been removed from their old 
jars and placed into new ones. With most of the collection 
stored in ethanol, the process of transferring this number 
of specimens took years to accomplish. Specimens had to 
be re-organized, inventoried, and databased. This included 
removing the nearly 10,000 rattlesnakes from their jars, 
sorting them in the laboratory, cross-checking their 
information in the database, and making corrections when 
errors were found. 

Recently, the Herpetology staff and volunteers completed the 
retagging of 55,000 specimens. Each specimen needed to be 
removed from its jar and a new tag tied or threaded onto the 
body of the animal. This would be tedious work for some, but 
meditative for those who work in collections. Those working 
at tying archival tags to t his many specimens have earned the 
collective wisdom of a Zen master. With the completion of the 
retagging project, the Curator of Herpetology, Dr. Bradford 
Hollingsworth, has declared the renovation complete, and 
after ten years of work, the collection is now in the best 
shape in its history. These improvements will assure the long-
term preservation of the collections with improved access for 
natural history researchers. 

The herpetology collection of 

76,000 amphibians and reptile 

specimens is now in the best 

shape in its 121-year history.

Collections and Herpetology

Museum herpetology holdings include the largest rattlesnake collection in the world, numbering nearly 10,000 specimens used by rattlesnake biologists worldwide.
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A recent international survey of top scientists revealed that 
inspirational mentors and hands-on experience are the top 
factors that inspired them to pursue a career in science. BRCC 
scientists are no exception. Curator of Paleontology Dr. Tom 
Deméré attributes his lifelong love of science to a teacher in 
his sophomore year of high school. “Little did I know that 
my geometry teacher, Mr. Hulbert, would fi rst kindle and 
then ignite in me a latent ability for reasoning and critical 
thinking. I occasionally reminisce about that year in my 
life and marvel at how fortunate I was to have had such a 
gifted teacher as Mr. Hulbert.” For other scientists there is 
no substitute for hands-on experience. “As an undergraduate, 
I was rudderless until I got the opportunity to work on a 
pollination biology research project. It changed how I viewed 
science,” states Curator of Entomology and Vice President of 
Research and Public Programs, Dr. Michael Wall.

Museum research scientists continue this tradition of 
inspirational mentoring and hands-on research with young, 
energetic volunteers and students from local high schools 
and colleges. Jack Wilson was a student at St. Augustine 
High School who started in Paleontology as an intern 
preparing invertebrate fossils from Solana Beach. He 

continues to work as a volunteer after the completion of 
his internship and was recently accepted into the Geology 
and Paleontology program at Montana State University. Jack 
wants to get his Ph.D. and study dinosaur paleontology.

In Botany, younger volunteers include college students 
Jillian Schat, Rocio Paramo, and Dana Sinclair. Sharing a 
genuine interest in plants, they are learning about specimen 
preparation, data entry, and georeferencing. “I really like 
the peaceful atmosphere in the Botany Department,” says 
Jillian, who attends San Diego City College. “I’m able to 
learn about plant parts and classifi cation from people who 
enjoy what they do. Preparing and handling the specimens 
is a much more direct way of learning.” 

In the past year, the Entomology Department has become a 
bastion of high school interns, including some from King-
Chavez High School and four different High Tech Highs. 
High school students in Entomology begin with general 
sorting to gain experience with anatomy and nomenclature 

Youth Participation in BRCC

“These are the next generation of 

scientists. While they may go on 

to other institutions, it is at the 

San Diego Natural History Museum 

where they begin their careers.”

and then move on to tasks requiring more knowledge 
and skill. Joanna Villalpondo and Agelle Villafana were 
particularly  skillful at pinning and pointing small insect 
specimens. “This generation gets a lot of fl ak in the media 
for short attention spans, but I am super impressed with 
their attention to detail in often monotonous tasks,” 
commented Wall. 

Training these young up-and-coming scientists is a win-
win opportunity for the Museum. Not only do the students 
provide important assistance in a volunteer capacity, 
they also bring a new energy and vibrancy to the research 
departments. And our researchers get to continue the cycle 
of mentorship that inspired them. As Field Entomologist Jim 
Berrian summed it up, “These are the next generation of 
scientists. While they may go on to other institutions, it is 
at the San Diego Natural History Museum where they begin 
their careers.” 

Jack Wilson, former intern and volunteer in Paleontology Department.

Opposite: Butterfl y specimens from the Museum’s Entomology Department.
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BRCC YOUTH PARTICIPATION 
HIGH SCHOOL AND 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS

PALEONTOLOGY
5

ENTOMOLOGY
13

BOTANY
3

HERPETOLOGY
7

BIRDS AND MAMMALS
4

LIBRARY
1

TOTAL
33
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Which way is the wind blowing? What do you hear? What 
do you smell? What do you see? That’s what a school-group 
hike is all about, engaging all the senses. Says Wendy Esterly, 
Canyoneer, “When I was young, my family visited national 
parks every summer, and ranger hikes were a treat. They were 
fun sprinkled with learning. I want the children to have the 
experience I had as a child of learning in the outdoors. What 
better way to do that than on a hike?”

Nearly 40 years ago, in 1973, Helen Witham Chamlee, 
Associate Curator of Botany and unoffi cial “Mother of Florida 
Canyon,” was the driving force behind the founding of the 
Florida Canyoneers. Shortly after its founding, volunteers 
were guiding walks in Florida Canyon for the general public 
every Sunday and they also offered walks for school groups 
every Monday and Friday. Classes came by bus from all over 
San Diego. Over the years, the number of schools coming to 
the canyon dropped signifi cantly as public schools could no 
longer afford buses. To make the program more accessible, 
the Canyoneers found suitable canyons closer to schools and 
these same canyon hikes are still offered today. 

Each Canyoneer guide has an area of interest with some 
concentrating on geology, others plants or animals, and 
others how the Kumeyaay people utilized nature in their daily 
lives. But every school guide has the same motivation—to 
see the light in a child’s eye when the child connects with 
nature. By giving the children clues and posing questions, the 
guides lead them to discover on their own. “It’s more than 

Volunteers seeing pretty plants or giving a lot of dry facts,” says Henry 
Shenkman, longtime Canyoneer. “It’s about turning over 
rocks, sniffi ng leaves, getting your hands dirty in the clay, 
or feeling the softness of a sycamore leaf.”

Stories play a critical role and so do props. Every guide has a 
bag of tricks: pictures, owl pellets, acorns, magnets, and even 
horehound candy. This year, through the generosity of the 
City of San Diego and City Council Member Todd Gloria, the 
school guides have added oodles of new props: binoculars, 
scopes, specimen jars for holding insects, activity books, and 
reference guides. “Kids love to see things that move but we 
don’t always see them. You have to have pictures and things 
they can touch,” says Donna Staley, Canyoneer school guide. 
“I carry fi eld guides along with acorns, owl pellets, and twine 
made from a yucca plant.”  

Many schools come back year after year. The guides 
emphasize topics that enhance classroom learning. The 
California Science Standards also play a role and most 
hikers are third and fourth graders because learning about 
Native Americans is in their  curriculum. Knowledge of the 
Kumeyaay is included in Canyoneer training so the guides 
are prepared for the subject. But they also can teach 
students as young as second grade and as old as high school 
about geology, ecology, mammals, birds, and even weather. 

The biggest challenge the school guides face is getting 
the word out about the program. “We’ll lead hikes any day 
of the week and in any area a school desires,” says John 
Hopper, Canyoneer President. Finding an area close to the 
school is particularly desirable since it eliminates the need 
for transportation and demonstrates that nature is never far 
from your doorstep, provided you take the time to look.  
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Twenty students. One teacher. Three volunteers. 

I’m a volunteer camp aide and yet, for some unexplained 
reason, it’s as if I’m also one of them when I’m there.

“Them” would be the kids. Granted, I’m not actually on my 
knees digging in the dirt for cold-blooded creatures, nor 
am I jumping frantically up and down as a dinosaur song 
plays loudly on the speakers. But I watch the kids as they 
immerse themselves in a wondrous world; I am amazed at 
their energy and love their innocence. 

During the school year, as an 11th grader, I spend my days 
sitting at a desk, listening to some teacher drone on about 
the periodic table of elements. There is no painting, no 
coloring, no eating my snack under a tree. I guess I forgot 
what it felt like to be a kid again, even if I have to act like 
the ‘adult,’ keeping the kids in order as they run through an 
exhibition on their tiny legs. 

They’re creative little creatures, and I fi nd myself laughing 
at their easy jokes, their simple magic tricks. It’s great to 
leave the worries of the teenage years behind and engage 
myself in a childlike world. I always have to keep an eye on 
them, and I always have to tell them what to do, but once 
we’re all together, they’ll tell me stories, give me hugs or 
wrap their hands around me and pretend that those hands 
are seatbelts.

We’re secluded from the other Museum guests as we linger 
half the time in the classrooms, almost hidden in a corner 
of the Museum. There’s a signifi cant amount of knowledge 
in those classrooms, and I am learning alongside the kids. 

And, by the end of the day, I am learning from the kids as I 
hope they are learning from me. 

They’re intelligent, curious, unique.

And I love that my day is made as soon as they give me one 
of their smiles. 

Teenager Theresa Ellsworth worked as a summer camp aide 
and a volunteer in the Institutional Advancement Department 
during the summer of 2011.

VOLUNTEERS
BY THE NUMBERS

TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS
50,381

TOTAL VOLUNTEERS
736

DOLLAR VALUE OF VOLUNTEER HOURS
$1,218,213 

BRCC VOLUNTEER HOURS 
21,091

BOARD OF DIRECTORS VOLUNTEERED 
1,163 HOURS.

CANYONEERS LED 96 HIKES
 FOR 2,022 PEOPLE, 

INCLUDING 22 HIKES FOR
 638 STUDENTS AND CHAPERONES.  

DOCENTS REACHED 4,328 STUDENTS AND 
CHAPERONES WITH 125 CLASSES.

MUSEUM WHALERS REACHED 37,085 
PASSENGERS ON 320 CRUISES THROUGH 

HORNBLOWER CRUISES AND EVENTS, 
AND H&M LANDING. 
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All year long, the Museum is alive with the energy 
and enthusiasm of children, parents, and teachers who 
participate in a variety of wonderful programs, including 
Summer Camp, Family Days, Nature and Me Storytime and 
Educator’s Night. Every one of the workshops and nature 
experiences refl ect new activities, updated materials, and 
the aim of all-around excellence. 

More than ever, the Museum Education Department this 
year was committed to delivering inspiring programs for 
kids, families, and educators. Summer camp engaged 
children in discovering the natural world around them and 
let them have fun while learning about science and nature. 
Campers dug for fossils, uncovered the secrets of insects, 
discovered cold-blooded critters, and traveled to the ends 
of the Earth. New camps included Rock On!, Hooray for 
Habitats!, and the very fi rst all-Spanish language camp, 
Misterios de los Animales (Animal Mysteries) for 1st and 
2nd graders. Misterios de los Animales was an excellent 
opportunity to collaborate with the Binational Education 
Department and was a huge success. Whether it was with 
dinosaurs, lizards, insects, or penguins, the staff had a 
blast sharing the wonders of nature found both in our own 
backyard and around the world with eager campers. 

Each time a new exhibition comes to the Museum, the 
Education Department plans a Family Day that celebrates 
and promotes that exhibition such as this year’s From Polar 
Bears to Penquins or Adventures on the High Seas. Families 
with young children can spend the day together playing 
with and exploring natural history. In addition, education 
staff collaborated with the Museum’s science departments 
to offer events including Fall Frenzy; Insect Mania; Flights 
of Fancy; Dino-mite! and Flower Power. Free activities 
included craft stations, story times, and demonstrations 
that provided fun, interactive activities that enriched the 
Museum experience for all. Both kids and parents observed 
Museum specimens  and learned what it is like to be a 
botanist, paleontologist, herpetologist, entomologist, 
ornithologist, or mammalogist. In addition to Family 
Days, once a month young children are invited to come for 
Nature and Me storytime to hear and learn natural history 
stories from our region. 

Teachers were invited to the annual Educator’s Night, 
showcasing the Museum’s robust in-house and outreach 
educational programs. Guests enjoyed behind-the-scenes 

tours of the Nature to You Loan Library, exhibitions, and 
the research collections. The 80+ teachers in attendance 
were amazed, surprised, and delighted to learn about all 
the Museum has to offer.  

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE EDUCATION 
CENTER

BY THE NUMBERS

NATURE TO YOU LOAN LIBRARY
110,763 PARTICIPANTS

SCHOOL PROGRAMS
36,650 STUDENTS AND CHAPERONES

FAMILY AND PUBLIC PROGRAMS
25,524 PARTICIPANTS

MUSEUM ACCESS FUNDS
7410 TITLE I STUDENTS SERVED

PROBEA 
PROYECTO BIO-REGIONAL DE EDUCACIÓN 
AMBIENTAL BIO-REGIONAL ENVIRONMENT 

EDUCATION PROJECT

NUMBER OF TEACHERS TRAINED SINCE 
INCEPTION: 4000+

NUMBER OF TEACHERS TRAINED: 106 
NUMBER OF STUDENTS SERVED: 4,340 

COLLABORATIVE COMMUNITY EVENTS HELD: 3 
NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 1,040

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS PARTICIPATING 
IN THE SMART SCHOOL, GREEN PRACTICES 

IN BC/BCS PROGRAMS: 12
NUMBER OF STUDENTS SERVED: 11,419

Environmental Science Education Center
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As the San Diego Natural History Museum prepares for the 
January 2015 opening of its next core exhibition focused 
on San Diego habitats, it is also a good time to review 
organizational goals and dreams. Not the least of these 
is spelled out in part of the Museum’s mission, “…to 
inspire in all a respect for nature and the environment.” 
That is a pretty tall order and a bit of a “holy grail” for 
conservation organizations around the globe. In fact, there 
is an entire branch of science dedicated to understanding 
the development of respect for nature and the environment 
called conservation psychology.

The Museum’s Exhibits Department is particularly focused 
on using the best available research and evaluation to 
design visitor experiences that inspire a conservation ethic. 
In particular, the team seeks to create “signifi cant life 
experiences” for the Museum’s young visitors. “Signifi cant 
life experiences” are what many people describe as the 

revelations that helped form their conservation ethic. These 
experiences most often occur at a young age, suggesting 
that the family-friendly atmosphere of the Museum is the 
perfect place to change a young person’s life. 

In March 2012, the Museum opened Camp-o-Saurus in a 
focused effort to provide a space dedicated to the Museum’s 
youngest visitors. Camp-o-Saurus is not intended to turn 
toddlers into immediate John Muirs, but to create a 
welcoming environment for children under the age of fi ve 
and their caregivers to launch a larger lifelong-learning 
museum experience. “I focused on what my two daughters 
love and what I see our youngest visitors enjoy,” said 
Elizabeth Sayles, Visitor and Customer Services Director 
and member of the Camp-o-Saurus design team. Since its 
opening, Camp-o-Saurus has transformed the Museum’s 

Exhibitions

Since its opening, Camp-o-Saurus has 

transformed the Museum’s Sefton 

Atrium into a lively, welcoming space.

atrium into a lively, welcoming space and rarely a day 
passes when a smiling child isn’t dragging a parent to go 
“camp with the dinosaurs.”

Dinosaur tables with tents and campfi res, however, 
will not be enough to inspire the next generation of 
conservation-oriented youths. Also, with the advent of 
so many new social technologies, the youth of today are 
accustomed to being “content creators” more than “content 
consumers.” Museums must begin to ask themselves, “What 
is a signifi cant life experience for a 5th grader who was 
podcasting her Green Eggs and Ham book report in the 1st 
grade?” Visitor participation in the content-creation process 
is an emerging answer to this question. 

In October 2011, the Museum opened Skulls with two goals 
in mind: 1) to expose visitors to a small portion of our vast 
research collections, and 2) to build on the success of Case 
By Case, an experiment in engaging visitors in the process 
of content creation. Launched in January of 2011, Case By 
Case was a quick experiment in visitor participation in which 
visitors could post questions and comments with sticky-
notes on a wall centered on a case containing a hornet’s 
nest. Hundreds and hundreds of sticky notes later, the 
Museum learned that visitors wanted to know the difference 
between bees and wasps or if the nest was fossilized; that 
a minority have Bieber-fever; and, that they certainly enjoy 
the participatory process.
 
This case study inspired the Museum to explore other ways 
to involve visitor creativity. In Skulls, visitors are given 
a blank “canvas” or, more accurately, a blackboard on 
which to draw their favorite skull, or leave questions and 
comments. Through these sketches and comments, we have 
learned that visitors love the horned lizard skulls, and that 
some people will be opting for cremation after seeing our 
dermestid beetle colony in action. As our daily review of 
the  chalkboards attests, Skulls continues to be a hit with 
visitors of all ages. 

Through these experiments and mini-exhibits, our Exhibits 
Department is observing and learning what works best when 
planning for the future. It is no small task to be charged 
with creating an exhibition that will likely be open for over 
20 years. Yet in 2015, the Museum will be opening a new 
exhibition on contemporary San Diego habitats to mirror the 
paleo-habitats of Fossil Mysteries. Together these exhibitions 
will tell visitors the story of the San Diego region from 
the Jurassic Period to now and into the future. As life has 
evolved on our planet, visitor expectations change and 
evolve as well, and the signifi cant life experiences of today’s 
youth will not necessarily be the same as those of their 
parents and grandparents. The challenge for the Exhibits 
Department is to develop “signifi cant life experiences” for 
the youth of today and tomorrow so as “…to inspire in all 
a respect for nature and the environment.” Fortunately, our 
team is up to the challenge. 
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EXHIBITS BY THE NUMBERS 

TOTAL ADMISSIONS
406,928



2020

Notes to Audited Financial Statements

1. The above Statement of Activities is a key schedule of the San Diego Natural History Museum’s audited fi nancial statements. The
    complete audited fi nancialstatements can be found on the Museum’s website.

2. The fi nancial statements of the San Diego Natural History Museum have been prepared in accordance with Generally
    Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). The fi nancial statements of the Museum are prepared utilizing the accrual basis of accounting.

3. The Museum is a California not-for-profi t corporation and, thus, is exempt from income taxes under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
    Revenue Code and Section 23701(d) of the State Revenue and Taxation Code.

4. Included in the Statement of Activities results for the year that ended June 30, 2012, are depreciation expenses of $1.5 million.
    Depreciation expense is a non-cash expense that does not impact the Museum’s daily operations.

5. Also included in the Statement of Activities results for the year that ended June 30, 2012, are net realized and unrealized gain/loss of
    the Museum’s restricted assets. The results for this period include a net loss of $484,429. Like depreciation, these are non-cash and do
    not impact day-to-day operations.

6. For the year that ended June 30, 2012, the Museum’s program expenses (including marketing) constituted 85% of total expenses.
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This past year marked the 20th anniversary of the Museum’s 
self-proclaimed “Chief Fossil”—Dr. Michael “Mick” Hager. This 
milestone allowed us to step back and savor the progress 
over the past 20 years and to celebrate all that has been 
accomplished. Starting with a reunion in July 2011 with 
members of the 1990 Board and recruiting committee, the 
year-long celebration culminated with the Fossil Ball on March 
31 when 250 guests partied with Mick and his wife Denise.  

20th Anniversary Celebration

 The Museum also sponsored a week of special events leading 
up to the gala, including the opening of the new Camp-
o-Saurus, daily fossil-themed activities, a dinosaur Family 
Day, and a special lecture by renowned paleontologist and 
longtime friend of Mick’s, Dr. Jack Horner of Montana State 
University and Curator of Paleontology at the Museum of the 
Rockies.

Clockwise: “Chief Fossil” Mick Hager with wife Denise after receiving their gift 
of a weeklong cruise on El Regalo in the Sea of Cortés. 

Dave Campbell, Judy Campbell, Mick Hager, and Jack Horner.

Longtime volunteer Dick Schwenkmeyer with Museum Docents: Elisabeth Smith, 
Carrie Huckell, Carol Filloon, Carol Wilson, Rosemary Kelly, and Carol Telle.

View of the Sefton Atrium during the Fossil Ball.

Opposite page: Original artwork generously donated by paleoartist William 
Stout for the Fossil Ball.
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Ms. Miriam L. Machell
Mrs. Burl H. MacKenzie
Mr. and Mrs. Clark R. Mahrdt
Mr. and Mrs. F. Dale Marriott
Dr. Monte Marshall
Ms. Victoria R. Marshall
Mauro Family Fund, Fidelity Charitable
   Gift Fund
Mrs. Geraldine E. McAllister
Alice McCauley, Schwab Fund for 
   Charitable Giving
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. McCommins
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Medeiros
Mr. Jim Melli and Ms. Janet Klauber
Yajna Mendoza
Mrs. Elizabeth B. Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Keith P. Mikas
Jane Minshall

Mr. and Mrs. John Mood
Ms. Margaret A. Moody
Patricia R. Mountain
Mrs. Jennifer O’Brien and 
   Mr. David Stickney
Dr. Andrew C. Olson, Jr.
Daniel Oppenheim, The Urban Safari
   Company
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Orton
Ms. Sharon Payne and Mr. Rob Oswalt
Mr. and Mrs. James Peugh
Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Polak
Ms. Jasmine Rafati
Donna and Don Raub
Mr. Fred Roberts
Ms. Callie Mack and Mr. Phillip Roullard
Mrs. Sonya K. Sale
San Diego Horticultural Society
San Dieguito River Valley Conservancy
Elizabeth Sayles
Dr. and Mrs. Murray Schacher
Carrie Schneider and Bob Laymon
Mrs. Nancy Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Schroeder, Jr.
Laura and Jeff Shanley
F. Walter Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. Deke Siren
Dr. David D. Smith
Ms. Elizabeth K. Smith
Mary Secan Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Irving Alan Sparks
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Spinazzola
Dr. and Mrs. Craig D. Stevenson
Dr. and Dr. Charles J. Stewart
Mr. Jeff Swanger
Melvin and Ellen Sweet
Mrs. Shirley Sykes
Phyllis and Frank Tabor
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice J. Tauber
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Tauber
Mrs. Carol Telle
Ms. Anne Turhollow and 
   Mr. Michael J. Perkins
Jack Van Sambeek
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Volle
Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Wadlington
Ms. Julia Roller and Mr. Ryan Waterman
Ms. Mary Anne Wentink
Sharon Weremiuk and Jerry Doppelt
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wetherell
Mr. Frank Williamson and 
   Ms. Patricia Powers Williamson
Mr. Stanley G. Williamson
Doretta and David Winkelman
Mrs. Carol Winter
Dr. Bradley Zlotnick

* deceased

 Denotes gift through the San Diego 
Foundation

If we have omitted your name or 
made an error, please accept our 
apologies and help us correct our 
records. Call the Development Offi ce at 
619.255.0172.

Endowments
Administrative Endowment
Ambassadors Circle Endowment
Anonymous Ornithology Curatorial
   Endowment
Joshua L. Baily Endowment for Marine
   Invertebrates and Paleontology
Biodiversity Research Center of the
   Californias Director’s Endowment
Mary and Dallas Clark Chair of Botany
Ruth G. Comstock Entomology Endowment
Danziger Ornithology Endowment
Dorothy Elliott Museum Access Fund
   Endowment
Groce Natural History Endowment Fund   
William Randolph Hearst Endowed Fund
   for Education Programs
Hill Endowment for Ornithology Research
Klauber Family Library Endowment
Grace and Laurence Klauber Herpetology
   Endowment
Trust of Hallam J. Koons, in memory of
   his father, Hallam T. Koons
Herbert N. Lowe Conchological Collection 
Mildred Meeder Endowment Fund  
Member Science Endowment
San Diego Society of Natural History
   General Endowment  
Topper Thomas Youth Education Endowment
The Stephen L. Walsh Vertebrate 
   Paleontology Endowment
W.W. Whitney Library Endowment
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Special Events Partners
The Museum offers a unique and 
memorable event venue for many 
organizations throughout the year. 
To ensure the success of all events, 
the Museum partners with a group of 
exclusive preferred vendors who are 
familiar with the Museum and offer a 
complete range of services. 

Catering 
Abbey Catering & Events Design 
Amadili Gourmet Catering by
   Charles Rubin 
Continental Catering
Crown Point Catering
Culinary Concepts
Festivities Catering & Special Events
Indigo Café & Catering 
Indulge Contemporary Catering 
Pamplemousse Grille 
Patricio Esquivel Enchanting Events 
Peartrees Catering
SmokeHouse Catering 
Terra Catering 
The French Gourmet 
The Prado at Balboa Park 
The Wild Thyme Company 

Bar Service
CRG Beverage Services

Audio Visual and Lighting
Event Technology Services 

Entertainment
High Energy DJ Service 
Music as You like It Productions 

Event Planning
Cynthia Zatkin Events
Exclusive Designs & Events
 
Floral Design
Cherry Blossom Floral Design 

Parking Services
Ace Parking 

Photography
Resolusean Photography
Sara France Photography 

Rental Equipment
Classic Party Rentals
Lounge Appeal

San Diego County Board Supervisor Pam 
Slater-Price (District 3) has been an 
invaluable partner of the community 
and the Museum for nearly two decades. 
At her recommendation, the County has 
contributed funds that supported a host 
of Museum exhibitions and programs 
through the years, including the core 
exhibitions, Fossil Mysteries and Water: 
A California Story; the award-winning 
Earth, Wind, and Wildfi re; All That Glitters: 
The Splendor and Science of Gems and 
Minerals; and Dead Sea Scrolls, which still 
ranks among San Diego’s most popular 
tourist attractions fi ve years later. 

These exhibitions all have something in 
common: they were developed in-house 
by the Museum’s own creative teams–a 
testament to what we can achieve with 
the County’s generosity. Other major 
projects made possible with County 
support at the behest of Supervisor Slater-
Price include our building’s expansion 
in 2002, which doubled the space for 
research and public programs. 

Along with the Museum’s beautiful 
building and high-quality exhibitions, 
Supervisor Slater-Price will leave an 
enduring legacy in our education 
department when she retires from the 
Board of Supervisors later this year. 

With County funds recommended by 
Supervisor Slater-Price, the Museum’s 
Environmental Science Education Center 
was recently able to purchase a new 
van to expand outreach to students 
throughout the County. And, last summer, 

we turned our four classrooms into 
state-of-the-art learning facilities with 
the purchase of Promethean Smart Board 
interactive-learning systems. 

The spacious new van (unmistakable with 
its décor of giant dinosaurs, snakes and 
insects!) enables Museum instructors to 
transport small and large natural specimens 
when they deliver science workshops to 
thousands of students each year.  Imagine 
a lesson focused on food webs brought 
to life by a golden eagle, rosy boa, and 
kangaroo rat in the classroom!  Students 
and teachers become more engaged in 
the learning process with their up-close 
interactions with the actual specimens.

In support of science workshops in the 
Museum, the new Promethean interactive 
white boards are connected to the 
Internet through a computer, which 
enables teachers to download and display 
a limitless range of interactive and real-
time learning content in the classroom 
that can then be manipulated by students.  
In short, the Museum’s classrooms, which 
serve more than 10,000 students each 
year, are now equipped with “chalkboards” 
of the 21st century.

Supervisor Pam Slater-Price has truly 
helped transform and improve our 
programs over the last 20 years.  We had 
the honor of recognizing Supervisor Pam  
Slater-Price as the Jewel of the County at 
our All That Glitters Gala in 2010. In our 
hearts, and in thousands more across San 
Diego County, she will remain so for years 
to come.

A Tribute to Supervisor Pam Slater-Price
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Corporate  Donors

Natural Partners
Natural Partners are corporate 
supporters of the Museum who give 
$1,250 or more in cash or product 
support over the course of the year.  
We are proud to be associated with 
these organizations and are most 
appreciative of their generosity across 
the Museum’s programs. 

Natural Partner—Diamond
CBS Outdoor**
Jerome’s Furniture

Natural Partner—Emerald
ABC10 and Azteca San Diego 15
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club**

Natural Partner—Ruby
Charles Koll Jewellers

Natural Partner—Sapphire
Alliant Event Services, Inc.**
Barney & Barney Foundation
CerasoliStafford Media Management LLC**
Cook & Schmid, LLC**
Cox Communications
Culinary Concepts**
Cymer, Inc
Ferring Research Institute
Grah Safe & Lock Inc.**
Intuit
KFMB Radio**
Lindblad Expeditions**
Private Asset Management, Inc.,
   Stephen J. Cohen, President
Qualcomm Foundation
ResMed Foundation
San Diego Gas & Electric 
Sempra Energy
The Wells Fargo Foundation

Natural Partner—Topaz
Abbey Catering & Event Design
   Company**
Bank of America Charitable 
   Foundation Inc.
Blenheim EquiSports**
Broadcom Corporation
Continental Catering, Inc.**
CoreNet Global
CoStar Group, Inc.
CRG Beverage Company**
Crown Point Catering** 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

Festivities Catering & Special Events**
The French Gourmet**
Indigo Cafe & Catering**
Indulge Contemporary Catering**
The McGraw-Hill Companies
Nordson Corporation Foundation
North County Oncology Medical Clinic, Inc.
Novatel Wireless
The Ordover Gallery**
Patricio Esquivel Enchanting Events**
Peartrees Catering**
Poway High School
The Prado Restaurant at Balboa Park**
Rancho La Puerta**
San Diego Jewish Academy
Sharp Health Plan
Amadili Gourmet Catering by 
   Charles Rubin**
SmokeHouse Catering**
Terra Catering**
Union Bank Foundation
VONS a Safeway Company 
   (VONS Foundation)
VWR Charitable Foundation
Westview High School
The Wild Thyme Company**

Natural Partner—Tourmaline
Agouron Institute
Allergy and Rheumatology Medical Clinic
Alzheimer’s Association, San Diego Chapter
American Society of Landscape Architects
AQCS Environmental**
Barrio Logan College Institute
Blackbaud**
California Rural Legal Assistance
Design Institute of San Diego
District Attorney’s Offi ce—City of San Diego
ETS Productions Inc.**
Event Network, Inc.**
First Republic Bank
Giant Photo Service**
H.G. Fenton Company
Hoyle Cohen Wealth Management LLC
Jewish Federation of San Diego
KPBS-TV Public Broadcasting
Kyoto Symposium Organization
Lee Hecht Harrison
March of Dimes 
Merrill Lynch
New School of Architecture Foundation
The Rock Church
Sanford-Burnham Medical 
   Research Institute
Southern California Yeshiva High School
Thomas Jefferson School of Law
Welk Resorts

The WineSellar and Brasserie**
Zoological Society of San Diego

Natural Partner—Amber
A Perfect Table**
Abbey Party Rentals**
Ace Parking Management, Inc.**
Adam Neeley Jewelers
All Star Group
Amira Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
California Bank & Trust
California Polytechnic State University
   San Luis Obispo
CarMax Foundation Matching Gift Program
Celgene Corporation
Classic Party Rentals**
Del Mar National Horse Show**
Dwight Vallely Photography**
Exclusive Designs & Events**
Gen-Probe Incorporated
Grand Floral Design by Robin**
Great Rocks, Inc.
Johnson & Johnson Pharmaceutical
   Research & Development, LLC
Kazanjian Bros.**
KP OnCall, LLC
Kyocera International, Inc.**
MocaMedia
Neyenesch Printers, Inc.**
Nikon Inc.
The North Face
Pacifi c Event Productions**
PrintingCenterUSA**
Raphael’s Party Rentals**
Rebecca’s: A Coffee House
Rene Van Rems International
Resolusean Photography, Inc.**
San Diego Association of Geologists
Santa Ynez Valley Historical Museum &
   Parks-Janeway Carriage House**
Santaluz Club** 
Select Mailing Service, Inc.**
Sheraton San Diego Hotel and Marina**
Sign It
Simpler & Simpler**
Storm International Florist**
Tree of Life Nursery
WalkSanDiego
Warwick’s
WD-40 Company

Additional Partnerships
Barney & Barney LLC
Bruliam Wines, LLC
Cavignac & Associates
Double Diamond Financial & 
   Insurance Services 
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Macy’s Inc., Southwest Region 
Merck Partnership for Giving
Pfi zer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden
Thrivent Financial
U.S. Bank Private Client Reserve
West Rhodes & Roberts

**Indicates gift-in-kind 

Live Oaks Society
The Live Oaks Society is comprised of 
supporters who have made gifts to the 
Museum through their estate plans.

Anonymous (7)
Francoise D. Baker
Mona Baumgartel and John DeBeer
Barbara and Eugene* Bowman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Breisch
George Brooks-Gonyer
Esther J. Burnham
Margaret E. Carl
Mary Jane and Bob Cherry
Ms. Dale Hollis Clark
Henry and Charlotte Clark
Karen and Dr. James F.* Clements
Mr. David R. Crawford
Lois Day
Jose de la Torre Bueno
Mrs. P.H. Dickinson
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Dort
H. Glenn Dunham
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Eddy and 
   The Eddy Marital Trust
Bernard J. Eggertsen
Dr. Iris Engstrand and 
   Mr. Paul Engstrand
Mrs. William Gordon
Dr. David E. and Barbara Groce
Judy Guilmette
Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Hambleton
Janelle and Ed Harris
Lois and John Harris Trust Fund
Helen* and Kent* Heppell
Dorothy and Art* Hester
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hoctor
Kathleen Howell
Mr. and Mrs. Gary C. Jacobson
Adrian Jaffer
Linda D. King
Philip and Detty June* Klauber
Harry J. and Shirley* Koons
Mr. and Mrs. Burton Kuck
H. William Kuni

Ann Laddon
Luisa J. Larson
Dr. Jack L. Littlepage
Ms. Barbara J. Lohne
Virginia W. Martin
Ms. Ray-Etta L. Morrell
Dr. James D. Nauman
Nancy Nenow
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Orton
Walter and Anne Pagels
Mrs. Joseph R. Parker
James and Barbara Peugh
Rudy and Marilyn Regalado
Jim and Sharon Richardson
Harleen and Richard Roncaglia
Ms. Ronnie Schneider
Richard C. Schwenkmeyer
Jeanne and Henry Shenkman
David Dwyer Smith
Phyllis and Frank Tabor
Bill Thomas
Christine Tratnyek
Dr. Robert C. Vinton
Robert L. Wisner* 
Mrs. Mary M. Yount

*deceased

In Memoriam
The following list of individuals 
represents members, donors, and 
volunteers who passed away this 
fi scal year. We are thankful for their 
commitment to the Museum and wish 
to honor their memories.

Patricia Austin
Dennis P. Batt
Elva and John A. Bishop
Julie M. Bohnsack
Ned A. Titlow
Bruce H. Bradbeer
F. Gordon Brickson
Arthur Brody
Shirley Busch
Randall J. Carson
Hugh C. Carter
Jeffrey Chandler
Jean Cohn
Anne C. Coleman
Linda K. Crone
Louis Dameson
Anna Dietrick
Elinor H. Doak
John H. Ellis
Edward L. Fike
Pauline T. Fong
Arthur Friedman
Martin L. Gleich
H. Kent Heppell
Peggy Hughs
Joseph F. Kennedy
Carolyn E. Kessler
Shirley Koons
Paul Kriet
Jane Laddon
Dorothy Mann
Joy Ann Mansfi eld
Lynda Martinez
Adare McAllister
Ruth Miller
Jean T. Moe
Janet and Bruce N. Moore
Esther Navarra
Donald Ponec
Alice Prill
Dick Shouse
John Snell 
Art Thurber
Mary F. Ussery
Virgina Warner
Robert G. Wright
Charlotte Yesselman

Gifts in Kind
Gifts of products and services provide 
valuable support to the Museum.  From 
exhibition components to professional 
services to event support, these 
donors also assure the success of the 
Museum’s programs.

Anonymous (1)
After The Finish Line
Ms. Anita Busquets and 
   Mr. William A. Ladd
The Elegant Truffl e
The Fieldstone Foundation
Ms. Marisa Goebel/Atelier Marisa
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Kent
Ann Laddon and Adrian Jaffer
Mr. Rob Lavinsky
Karen Levyszpiro 
Marcus Strategies, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Meieran
Mission Trails Regional Park Foundation
Mount Everest Academy
Ms. Eleanor Musick and Mr. Abe Ordover
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Orton
Chef Michael Rees, C.B.
Rudolph and Carla Rehm
Gwen Stoughton
Mr. William Stout
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Senior Management 2011–2012

Michael W. Hager, Ph.D.
President and CEO

Susan Loveall
Vice President, CFO and COO

Ann M. Laddon
Vice President, Institutional Advancement

Michael Wall, Ph.D.
Vice President, Research and Public Programs

Tom Deméré, Ph.D.
Curator of Paleontology

Bradford Hollingsworth, Ph.D.
Curator of Herpetology

Jon P. Rebman, Ph.D.
Curator of Botany

Philip Unitt
Curator of Birds and Mammals

Margaret Dykens
Director of the Research Library and Registrar
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